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| I Shall not have many letters to write from. 
this place, my dear Lady Thompſon, as Ad- 
miral Harriſon is now no more,; but I promiſed 
to. be particular, and will perform my engage- 
ment. Yeſterday I got to this place before 
dinner. I found Adeline in perfect health; 
ſhe expreſſed great pleaſure at the ſight of me. 
U enquired how her uncle did: 4 Alas, my 
dear Charlotte, ſaid ſhe, he lives, and that is 
all; I have juft left him in a little ſlumber; I 
fear his time of ſtaying here ĩs now very ſhort. * 
She wiped her eyes and looked out of the win- 
dow. I faid every thing I could to abate her 


— concern. 


6 FEMALE STABILITY. 
concern. When J had done ſpeaking, ſhe an- 
Tvered with the moſt ſteady compoſure At 
is not the fear of death, Miſs Duncannon, nor 
vrhat may come after it, that cauſes theſe tears; 

nature bids them flow for a fellow ereature 

- who is racked with the moſt agonizing tor- 
tures. Would it pleaſe heaven to releaſe the 
Admiral, I might at firſt ſhed a few tears, the 

tribute of humanity, but in my heart I ſhould - 

not mourn. When I was much younger, and 

had familiarized- my ideas to happineſs, I 
learned the hard leſſon of reſignation, and I 

| ſhould bluſh if I had proſited ſo littte by my 
| former misfortunes, as not to behold the ap- 
| proaching ſcene with ſome ſteadineſs of mind. 
Je not uneaſy, left this parting ſhould affect 
| my health: (I had hinted ſuch a fear) no, 
E Charlotte, I have ſurvived the greateſt of, mil- 
| fortunes, and heaven will not ſuffer me to 
| fink beneath this; perhaps this is meant as a 
= memento of my ſpeedy departure.”  < Bleſs 
me, Adeline, interrupted. I, why. do-you give 
way to ſuch melancholy ids ! you ought to 
baniſh them entirely from your mind. Ah, 

Charlotte, anſwered ſhe, call Jou thoſe ideas 
melancholy | ? how different your ſentiments 
and mine on this head! I ſhould regard. my 
ſummons hence as a felicity : believe me, till 
I am releaſed I expect no happineſs; _ com- 

fort I may. D in tis fate of proba- 

| | tion, 
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probation, but he this life is paſſed, all will | 
be joy for ever. I have ſaid thus much, Miſs 
Duncannon, to quiet your apprehenſions for 

what I may ſuffer on this occaſion; I muſt feel 
while I am actuated by human paſſions, but I 
hope reaſon will moderate every ſigh, and not 
ſuffer me to offend the great Diſpoſer of the 
world by unavailing lamentations,” | Before I 
could anſwer, Captain Thunder | came into the 
room in-great diftreſs, Adeline enquired after” 
the Admiral: „ Ah, madam, anſwered he, if 


vou wiſh to ſee him alive, you muſt come di- 


rectly; he is finking apace; I would give all 
I have in the world to ſave him. ” We followed 


the Captain, Who continued to vent his 
complaints till he came to the ſick cham- 


ber; then he was filent, , We found the poor 


Admiral hardly able to contend with his dif- 


order. At the fight of his niece his emotion 

were very ſtrong ; he graſped her hand with 
tender violence, while the tears ſtreameũ 
down his face. Adeline appeared infinitely af- 
-Aicted; - and \ we all continued filent for ſome 
minutes. My friend firſt recovered” herſelf, 
and addreſſed him in the moſt pathetic, yet 
firm tone of voice: „ the condition to which 


you are reduced, my dear fir; ſaid ſhe, -pains 
me to the ſoul, and I would willingly forfeit 
every temporal happineſs to relieve you from . 
the eben of pain; but when we reflect 
| M6 8 that 


8 FEMALE STABILITY. , 


chat through this medium only we paſs to per- 
ſe& happineſs, the momentary ſufferings of 
- the body appear nothing on compariſon with 
the eternity of eaſe that is purchaſed by them. 
If it ſhould pleaſe our benign Creator to af- 
flict us at this time with your loſs, it will be 
do tranſlate you from a world of woe to one of 
| unalloyed felicity. Conſider, my dear fir, it 
is the hand of your Creator which oppreſſes 
you, whoſe power could in a moment baniſh | 
dhe agony that now rends your limbs.” — 
« Ah, Adeline, anſwered he in a faint voice, 
I Tt not ſufficiently conſidered theſe things; 
1 hope for happineſs, for I haye not been a bad 
man; but many omiſſions may be laid to my. 
charge.“ We have all fins of this nature to 
anſwer for, replied Miſs Belville, but thro' 
| the mercy of him who died for us, I hope we 
Wall be pardoned: they who believe on him, 
have nothing to fear from death,” Ay, my 
dear, returned the Admiral, tis on that I de- 
pend for happineſs; you are an excellent 
young creature, heaven, bleſs you! and you 
too, madam, turning to me; make but this 
good girl your pattern, and ſhe will lead you 
to heaven.” A violent fit of pain came on 
and prevented his ſaying more. We were both 
affected ; indeed I thought this the laſt ſtruggle 
of oppreſſed nature, but it did not prove fo, 
| nnn. and ſpoke 
with 


with-r more freedom. « My "0 nies; faid he, 
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you will be entirely miſtreſs of my fortune; 


all 1 have left from you is a ſmall eſtate and a 


little money, which I have given; to Captain 
Thunder. I need not tell you to make a good 
uſe of it, your own heart will beſt direct you; 
may you be as happy as you deſerve!” He 


wiped his eyes and was filent. Adeline could 1 
not command her voice to thank him for ſome 


minutes. At length, your goodneſs, fir, 
faid ſhe, diſtreſſes me infinitely; I wiſh you 
had only left me part of your fortune, I have 


enough already; perhaps you might have be- 
ſtowed it om ſome of your friends who wanted 


* Say not a word of that, Adeline, L 73 


charge you, anſwered he; I would not have 
been diſappointed in this for the world; I al- 
ways intended to give my fortune to my ſiſter, 
had ſhe lived; and now ſhe is gone, who has a 
| right to it but 2 daughter? I was glad, on 


one account, that your father's eſtate went 


from you, as it gave me an opportunity of 


ſhewing the regard I had for your dear mother 
by providing for you. Had I a million of mo- 
ney, you ſhould have it all.“ 4 Ah, fir, ſaid 
ſhe, kiffing his hand and weeping, T have not 


words to thank you!” Don't cry, Adeline, 


replied the Admiral ſobbing, I cannot bear to 
"fee your tears; I muſt leave you, my child, I 


feel I am wal therefore, once more, God 
A 5 i wc 
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bleſs you! I” The pain, prevented. his ſaying 
more. Again he recovered, and took the moſt, 


affecting leave both of Js niece, and me. 
When the Captain came to him, . Ah, Jack, 
* faid he, at laſt I am foundered ; farewel; re- 
member the man who has often fought by you u.“ 


The Captain wrung his hand i in the moſt vio- 


lent emotion: if I forget you, Admiral, 


faid he, may I be poſted for a coward ; dam'me, 
this is worſe than being taken by the French ; 
this will certainly break my heart!” The 
tears rolled down his face, and he remained 


_ ſpeechleſs through grief, The pain now, re- 
turned with added violence ; oh, Lady 
Thompſon, nis agonies are not to be deſerib'd. 
During this ſevere fit Miſs Belville ſpoke to 
the Admiral ſeveral times, but he could not 
anſwer her. The phyſician whiſpered, me he 


was in the agonies of death, and his niece had 


better retire, Adeline heard what he ſaid, and 
turned towards him: „ it is well, fir, faid ; 
the,” we will not diſturb him in nis laſt mo- 


ments.“ She knelt a moment by him, and 
kiſſed his cold hand, already clammy with 
death; then throwing her handkerchief over | 
her face, haſtily left the room, I would have 


prevailed on the Captain to do the. ſame, but 
in vain; he refufed to ſtir from the bed-ſide, 

. he was not to be moved, I followed 
- my th and o_ a ſight ſhocking to huma⸗ 


nity. | 
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nity: I found her in her on chamber on ber 
knees. I ſet down 'till the aroſe, which was 
in ten minutes. We continued ſilent about 
an hour, when a ſervant came and told us the 
Admiral was dead. '* Thank God, he is res 
leaſed from this world of woe!“ faid Miſs 
Belville, . at the ſarngytime the tears ſtreaming 
down her face. I could not comfort her, ſo 
much was ] affected. She ſoon recovered her- 
ſelf, and ſought to baniſh my concern: 
fear, Miſs Duneannon, ſaid ſhe, the ſcene 
| you. have been preſent at will hurt your ſpirits; 
it is certainly very ſhocking. to thoſe who have 
not been accuſtomed to behold the havock made 
by death; I have been long uſed to ſee him ap- 
| proach diols bs dear to me 5s myſelf. (A ſigh 
of 'anguiſh accompanied theſe words Vet, 
continued ſhe, in a, more compoſed voice, I 
am concerned for the effect this melancholy 
ſcene may have on you, it muſt appear in a 
terrible light to you; yet, my Charlotte, it is 
what we muſt all come to; and if we would 
familiarize it to our imaginations, it would 
loſe half its horrors.” She then propoſed we 
ſhould ſeek the Captain, and try to give him 
conſolation. I begged ſhe would excuſe me a 
moment, which ſhe readily did, and went. by 
- herſelf. Indeed I was never ſo deeply affected | 
HY Py TO FCN: in 
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1 am, with compliments, 
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The whole houſe is full of lamentation. 


None but Adeline appears to have the leaſt re- 
fleQion; ſhe preſerves the ſame charming com- 
poſure which ſhe is diſtinguiſhed for. 

Adieu, my dear Lady Thompſon ; you 
ſhall hear from me ſoon again, till which time 
Mrs. Abinton and 
Sir James, your very line rely affectionate 
| CHARLOTTE DUNCANX0N. 


| Mi if Done to Lady TroMeson. be 


| Nat-bill 


Id not have let: 2 week paſs without 
writing to your ladyſhip, had my ſpirits been 

in tolerable order, but they were ſo greatlx 
depreſſed, I could not bear to write down my 


melancholy ideas, nor indeed are they now 


much way but fearful left you ſhould be 
uneaſy, I take up my pen, though I have no- 


thing but mournful circumſtances to relate. 


Yeſterday the remains of Admiral Harriſon 
were interred in the family vault. Miſs Bel- 
ville herſelf attended the funeral, which was 


followed by the tears and lamentations of the 


whole village; the Admiral did a great deal of 


good amongſt the poor, and was much beloved. 
T would. have gone with Adeline, but I was 
not well. 


F bad never beheld any thing like 


Captain Thunder attended, and 


N ; the 


— 
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the 8 of Miſs Belville; he faw ber 
uncle depoſited in the vault, juſt in the place 
he had ordered; he had left particular direc- 
tions, and ſhe fulfilled the moſt minute in- 
junction. This morning the will was read: 
he has left the whole of his immenſe fortune 
to her, except a legacy to Captain Thunder ; 
the houſe, furniture, jewels and plate, are all 
Miſs Belville's. We propoſe returning to 
London in a few. days; Captain Thunder 
leaves us to-morrow. Adeline offered him to 
continue in the houſe, but he ſaid he could 
not bear to ſtay in a place where his happieſt 
days had been ſpent, „ for dam'me, ladies, 
ſaid he, if 1 would give a rope's end for life 
now he is gone. I would go immediately to 
ſea, but that will only remind me more of 
poor Harriſon; I will be hanged if 1 know 
what to do: however, Miſs Belville, be 
where I will, I ſhall ever remember your kind- 
neſs both to my departed friend and myſelf.” 
Nor will your friendſhip for the Admiral be 
forgot by me, Captain Thunder, returned ſhe; 
if you will now and then favour me with a 
viſit, I ſhall be happy to ſee you. I am ſorry 
ou will not accept the uſe of this houſe, as I 
* another which I ſeldom am at, therefore 
it would not have been the leaſt inconvenience 
to me; but the reaſon you urge is ſufficient, 
and 1 wil 10 no more * 2 0 hear of your 


welfare 0 


| 
| 
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welfare will always give me' ſenſible pleaſure,” 
He thanked her ſincerely, though in his plain 


43 n *. | * 


. 


honeſt * way. To confeſs the truth, Lady 
Thompſon, I believe the Captain is a little 
touched with the beauty of Miſs Belville; he 
told me he never thought to ſee ſo lovely a 
lady; but if it is fo, he will only ſhare the 
fate of others. Adeline has not diſcharged 
one of her uncle's ſervants, but retains them 


all in their ſeveral places. An old man who 
was his ſteward, ſhe has inveſted with diſcre- 
tionary power to diſtribute clothes and money 
to the poor people, and with me went this 
morning to aſſure them they ſhould not miſs 
the Admiral's bounty. This has inſpired the 
face of the village with chearfulneſs, and go 
where you will, nothing is heard but praiſes 
of this excellent young lady. Never did I be- 


hold fuch uniform conduct; her large fortune 
is a real blefling to others. Wherever ſhe 
goes, joy attends her footſteps, yet is her own 


heart the reſidence. of ſorrow, though ſhe does 
not repine nor appear diſcontented. She often 
mentions the peculiar goodneſs of providence 


in blefling her with ſo large a fortune, and 
ſays, with her preſent comforts ſhe ought to 
forget her former misfortunes. Oh, Lady 
Thompſon, the character of this inimitable 
woman riſes 150 me n hour how N in- 

RR 
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ferior I am l but who is her equal Lethe being 


lives not. She bids me ſay ſhe will write im- 
mediately on her arrival in London, and pus: 
in love your: very affectionate 

gf CHARLOTTE Duncannox. 
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To. eaſe the W of my Harriet, I take up 
my pen to inform her I am well, and ſafe in 
London, as the date of this letter declares. I. 
left Nut-hill with little reluQance; as the 
mournful ſcene I was there preſent at made it 
far from agreeable; yet it was. ſome allevia - 
tion to find the Admiral univerſally eſteemed, 
and bis loſs as generally lamented: from every 
mouth I heard his praiſes; his charity and 
goodneſs was the theme of the whole village. 
I made it my buſineſs to relieve the hearts of 
thoſe his, death had oppreſſed, and aſſured 
them, as long as they contigued to preſerve the 
good character I heard of them, they ſhould 
Want for nothing in my power to ſupply 
them with. I have appointed proper perſons. 
to inſpect their conduct, and give them every 
neceſſary comfort and aſſiſtance. I flatter my 
ſelf, by ſtrictly following the plan I have laid 


Os I ſhall not only make them bappy in 
4 - "their 


| 
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their worldly concerns, but reform what is 
wrong in their morals. ' I have ever employed 
2 great part of my fortune to the benefit of 
others; this capital encreaſe makes it neceſſary 
to enlarge my plan of benevolence. I am fully 
ſenſible of heaven's goodneſs in allotting me 
fo large a portion of this world's wealth, and 
hope by my conduct to prove it. This addi- 
tion of fortune gives me no pleaſure but as it 
may prove of ſervice to thoſe who want it. It 
pleaſed the Almighty to give me this profuſion. * 
of riches, at the ſame time he thought fit to 
take from me my greateſt earthly happineſs, 
perhaps to enable my mind to bear thig flood 
of proſperity. It loſt all taſte for worldly. hap- 
pineſs in loſing Mr, Grenville ; but I did not 
mean to get on this ſubje& : Tecule me, Har- 
riet, my mind is melancholy. I am greatly 
indebted to the friendſhip of Miſs Duncannon; 
her preſence was a ſolace to the uneaſineſs L 
could not help feeling for one who had done 
ſo much for me. I wiſh it may not be too 
much for her ſpirits; ſhe has been very grave 
ever ſince, and frequently mentions the ſhock 
it gave her. The natural gaiety of Charlotte's 
diſpoſition never ſuffered her to think feriouſly 
on the ſolemnity of a Yeath-bed | foene, there- 
fore ſue had no idea of it. It may be a means 
of making her reflect on the brevity and fleet- 
ng enjoyments of this — and induce her to 


treat 
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treat the deſerving Medway as ſhe ought: ſet- 
ting aſide her behaviour to him, ſhe is truly 
amiable, humane, tender and good-natured.- 

This inſtance of her kindneſs has infinitely. 
endeared her to me. | find I am likewiſe in- 
debted to you for it, but inſtances of ſuch 
conſiderate affection are common in my Har- 
riet, and therefore ſurprizes me not. Lord 
Arundel and Sir Edward came to ie to 
town; they both behaved with their uſual po- 
Heese and partial attention to me. I was 
happy to ſee them, eſpecially the Ear] : his j joy 
on my telling him ſo, exceeded all bounds. 
Mr. and Mrs. Evelin received me with. great 


affection, condoled with me on my loſs, and 
"congratulated me on my fortune. They 


would have perſuaded Charlotte and the gen- 

tleman to ſtay, but as Miſs Duncannon wiſhed. 
to ſee her mother, the deelined it. My Lord. 
und Sir Edward attended her home. When 
they were gone, Mrs. Evelin gave me a letter 
from Lord Bromfield: it was Alles with con- 
trition for his paſt life, and reſolutions of 
making all the atonement in his power for his. 
former ill conduct; he lamented his matchleſs 
brother, as he called him, in the moſt pathetic 
| terms : the horrors of his crime, he ſaid, ne- 

ver appeared to him in the light it now did, 

and that nothing could make him endure life 
but wy wn Abad. and the hopes of recon- 


citing 
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ciling. himſelf to heaven by the ſincerity. of 
his repentance. He concludes with earneſtly 
intreating me to favour him with a ſpeedy an- 
ſwer that may relieve his mind, for he is abſo- 
lutely miſerable. By the date of this letter I 
found it had been wrote a week; therefore, fa- 
tigued as I Was, I would not defer writing till 
the next morning, but retired early to my 
chamber, and anſwered his epiſtle with all the 
tenderneſs I could; aſſured him of my entire 
forgiveneſs, and begged, as he valued my re- 
Doſe, . he, would endeayour to reſtore his mind 
to tranquillity. Every argument I could 
think of I uſed, to prove it was his duty to do 
To; I hope my letter will have the defired ef- 
ſect. I do really believe his repentance ſin- 
- cere, and all that can be done to make him 
happy he is intitled to. His letter, and the 
thoughts it occaſioned, kept me waking; and 
IT am aſhamed to tell my Harriet, greateſt part 
of the night was ſpent in tears. Amid all my 
ſorrows, the idea of your happineſs gave me 
comfort. How often did I thank heaven who” 
had given you to the man you loved! Miſe- 
rable as I am myſelf, the felicity of my friends 
occaſions me real ſatisfaction. This morning 
Sir Harry Evelin ſent to enquire after my 
health, and if I was diſengaged he would wait 
on me. I expect him, and muſt bid you adieu 
to prepare for his reception. Let me hear 
In e 2 from 
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rn indy 61610 | pode" part of the world! 


Forget not my tendereſt regards to Mr. Mor- 
timer and your mother: tell the latter I rejoice 


ſincerely in her recovery. Farewel, my be- 


loved Lady Thompſon: may nothing happen 
to diſturb the domeſtic harmony you at preſent 


enjoy, ang n W 12 51 your affectionate 


at's MOT INST, dat ee inn 
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In Thank you for your lat Weben ever dear 


Adeline, which Ja me the mo heartfelt 
pleaſure, as it contained aſſurances of your 
health, which J feared might be impaired by 
the late ſhoek of your ſpirits. Your aſſuran- 


ces to the contrary, and my 'mother's perfect 
recovery, has made me quite happy again; 


which a few days ago was far from the caſe; 
though in juſtice to the tenderneſs of Sir 
Hades 1 put on a countenance of tolerable 
chearfulneſs, but it was foreign to my h heart. 
I knew the friend I beſt loved, the companion 
of my infant hours, was in #* diſagretable 


ſituation, and I could not be eaſy. Tour letter 


has removed my fears, and I once more behold 
every thing with pleaſure. Ah, my Adeline, 


os da how juſt is your conduct i in all 


ſitu- 


— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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ſituations ! I bluſh. for my want of fortitude 
when I contemplate your's.; even in the moſt 
trying circumſtances your preſence of mind 
never forſakes you; the ſame ſteady firmneſs 
appears in all your actions, and though poſ- 
ſeſſed of as large a ſhare of ſenſibility as ever 
fell to the lot of woman, Tou are a real phi- 
laſopher. I was this morning at Mr. Morti- 
mer's retirement. Sir James went to ſit a few 
hours with poor Arthur, who is ſtill very diſ- 
conſolate, and I took the opportunity of pay- 
ing a viſit to the good man. He received me 
with his uſual tenderneſs, and enquired after 
YOu. He had been before informed of your 
quitting Elm-wood, and the reaſon of it. I 
told him you was well, and read Miſs Dun- 
cannon's two letters and your laſt; I cannot 
| deſcribe to you how much he was delighted, 
nor will I pain you by repeating the many 
fine things he ſaid of you, I ſtaid with him 
two hours, and all that time he talked of no- 
thing elſe. When I was coming away, he 
- aſked if we thought of going yet to town:! or 
told him we did not intend to leave Elm-wood 
all che ſummer. He rejoiced at it, and ſaid, 
when we were gone he ſhould not know what 
to do with himſelf. I thought this a proper 
time to hint my deſire, which I did as delicately 
as I could. He replied, as to lead ing his hum 
ble dwelling he never intended; <«. beſides, ſaid 


* 
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he, it is now too late to enter again into the 
world; a man who has ſo long converfed with 
trees and water only, my dear Lady Thomp- 
ſon, is but little calculated to appear in the 


walks of ſociety, and whoſe heart too is worn 


down with misfortunes. No, my child; could 
1 ſometimes ſee your family and the cxectlent 

Miſs Belville, I ſhould have nothing to wiſh 3 
if her en EH or your's would perform the 
friendly office of cloſing my aged eyes, I now 
defire no more. I ſhould but difgrace you 
was I to accept the offer of living with you; 


therefore I had better continue here unknown.” - 


„ Not io, fir, anſwered I, nothing would 
give Sir Jae and me ſo much ſatisfaction 
as your conſenting to live with us: Miſs Bel- 
ville too has ſaid ſhe ſhould be happy to con- 
verſe with you often; therefore let me entreat 
you, in pity to us all, not to refuſe this peti- 
tion,” «© Well, well, my dear, anſwered he, 
I will conſider of it.” I thanked him, and 
took my leave greatly elated. When I re- 
turned to the wood, I found Sir James there. 
He laughed at my fly viſit, and faid, if I did 
not take care he ſhould be jealous of Mr. 
Mortimer. I cannot help it if you are, Sir 
James, replied I; he will, 1 hope, be pre- 
vailed en to go with us to town, and then 
you muſt not leave us much together,” 41 
N de inclined, wy love, anſwered he, 
with 
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them; but, what, reaſon have "uz to imagine 
we ſhall ſucceed in that reſpect ? ] then told 


him and my mother what had paſſed relative to 


this affair. In return for my communications, 
Sir James ſaid he would. fayour us with the 


with two ſuch. inducements to detain me with 


adventures of the morning. He then repeated 
a quarrel he and Mr. Sydley had with Miſs 


Arthur and Mrs. Sydley about Emilia's con- 
finement, in ſo ludicrous a ſtile, that neither 
my mother nor I could command our riſible 
faculties. When he had finiſhed, I aſked 
him how he reconciled himſelf to the ladies? 
50 O, aid he, I Kiſſed: them into good hu- 
mour.” What, - Miſs; Arthur! cried my 


mother, would ſhe permit ſuch liberties ! +: 7 
Les, madam, anſwered he, I introduced it 
- tolerably, by ſaying I, never had ſaluted her 


ſince my marriage; that, as a married man, I 


had a right to ſuch. favours, and therefore we 


would kiſs and be friends. With much fuſs, 


and a thouſand exclamations of, „la! Sir 
James, you are the ſtrangeſt man !“ ſhe ſuf- 


fered me to touch hep olive cheek.” T Really, 
cried I, I have the moſt reaſon to be jealous; 
if you go on in this manner, I ſhall regard 


Miſs Arthur in no very Pleaſing light.” 
&© Why ay, my dear, anſwered he, ſhe will 


prove a powerful rival to your beauties; but, 


. me, e, if you are never uneaſy 'till 


itt Haha | you 
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you ſee me regard another wich tenderneſs, 
your whole life will be one ſcene of unclouded — 
happineſs ; my heart is ſo firmly your. s, that 
fortune cannot deprive you of it.” Thus 
does he, from the mereſt trifles, take opportu- 
nities of ſaying the kindeſt things. Oh, Ade- 
line, I cannot find words to tell you my hap- 
pineſs, and therefore muſt be ſilent. My 
mother thanks you for your ſollicitude on her 
account, and is continually wiſhing you here 
as well as me, and every one who knows you; 
but as that cannot be, let us hear from you 
often, which will be my greateſt conſolation. 
The Miſs Thompſons beg their compliments ; 3 
they talk of nothing but you: in your abſence 
have the honour to be next regarded. Adieu, 
my 3 nn. friend; believe me truly your's, 
dh | Hanmier T HOMPSON. 


— 
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A BuiviLE ts Lady Tnourrox. 
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 Partman-Square, "40 


In. Have bein ſo F engaged for this 
laſt fortnight, that I have had no opportunity 
of thanking my Harriet for her letter. My 
long abſence from town made it neceſſary 1 5 
ſhould give ſome time to Mrs. Evelin's friends, 48] 

who have always behaved to me with the ut- 
moſt politeneſs; moſt of my days have been 
* by them. The various amuſements 
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they provided, thinking they would be agree- 
able no doubt, I excuſed myſelf from, on ac- 
count of the recent loſs I had ſuſtained, My 
excuſe was generally admitted. Indeed had I 
thought proper to propoſe the moſt extravagant 
thing in nature, it would have been approved 


of; ſuch influence has a large fortune on the 


generality of che world. I find my conſe - 
quence much enereaſed ſince the Admiral's 
death; the moſt profound reſpect is paid to my 
| opinion, and I am attended to in preference to 
others, perhaps more deſerving attention. Ah, 
my Harriet, what a cringer is man to a little 
inſignificant pelf, though often in the poſſeſ- 
ſion of a villain! while, on the other hand, a 
man endowed with every valuable qualifica- 
tion, without wealth, will be diſr egarded, and 
perhaps treated with contempt! How ill a 
compliment is this to our boaſted feeling and 
underſtandings ! bat the depraved modes of 
the world have entirely eraſed the fine touches 
of nature in the minds of moſt men. I con- 
gratulate you, my dear Lady Thompſon, on 
the proſpect of prevailing with the good Mr. 
Mortimer; I regard ſuch an acquiſition as his 
ſociety. in the light. of a bleſſing; a man like 
him, who has felt adverſity without ſuffering 
it to ſour his temper, is of all others the moſt - 
deſirable. companion; his experience will be 
1 fervice to thoſe he honours with regard. 

T have 
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J have paſſed many agreeable hours with him at 
his romantic reſidence. He knows the world, 
and looks on it with the eye of a phi ofopher, 
Though his heart has ſeverely felt the keen wound 
of diſappointment in its tendereſt wiſhes, yet he 
rejoices with thoſe whoſe fate is more fortunate, 
and never ſuffers his private ſorrows to interrupt 
their repoſe. When he talks of his loft Matilda, 
it is with the fondneſs of 2 parent, without the 
weakneſs. of one. He fees her actions in a true 
light; and though he blames, ſtill pities her. 
How truly great is his mind ! I have liftened to 
the effuſions of his heart with the moſt ſenſible 
pleaſure ;' and ſhall ever think bis edifying ſo- 
eiety ane of the greateſt enjoyments I can re- 
ceive. Our conſtant ſtudy, my Harriet, ſhall 
be to make him happy, if we can perſrrade him 
to leave his ſecluded dwelling ; and yet it is a pi- 
ty, at his time of life, to drag him again into a 
world whoſe depravity cannot fail to diſguſt him. 
Was I free from the incumbrances of wealth, I 


would ſeek juſt ſuch another peaceful cell as his to 


end my days in. But that is not to be thought 
of; heaven has placed me in the buſy ſcenes of 
life; and I cannot withdraw myſelf from them, 
without injuring numbers that are now benefited | 
by my ſtay. I have lately ſpent ſeveral days at 
Sir Harry Evelin's, and I am more pleaſed with 
nim than Tuſed to be. I believe T have miſtaken 
his intentions in regard to me; or, if they were 
of nenker kind, he has altered them ; his pre- 
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preſent behaviour expreſſes no more than, friend- 
ſhip. Heis infinitely attentive and polite, but as 
a man of gallantry, that is to be expected. Sir 
Harry, as well as Mr. and Mrs. Evelin, do every 
thing which they think may amuſe me; for, to 
acknowledge the truth, I have not 98 got 
over the ſhock I received at Nutt-Hill, He ne- 
ver fails to viſit me once every day, ſometimes 


twice: he then either reads or entertains me with 


ſoreign anecdotes, and as his knowledge of the 
world is extenſive, I find him a very agreeable 
companion. Indeed 1 ſhould be ungrateful if I 
was not pleaſed with the many things he does to 
oblige me. I am particularly fond of paintings: 
he had ſeveral in his houſe by the moſt eminent 
maſters. I happened to. ſay they were beau- 
tifully executed. The following morning he 
ſent them to Portman-ſquare, with a polite card, 
entreating my acceptance of them. The re- 
ſpectful elegance of h's conduct has engaged my 
eſteem, and 1 confeſs tus converſation and com- 
pany, is a real fatisfaction to me, The former trait, 
which uſed to diſguſt me in his character, is now 

_ vatiifhed;; and, though ftill to a degree polite, 
be no longer makes uſe of flattery. I am happy 
at this change, as I once feared I ſhould receive 
much trouble from him on the ſcore of love. 
Thus, my Harriet, am I freed from one appre- 
benſion, that, of all others, is the moſt intolerable 
to me. 1 hope now to remain for ever unſolicited 
to _w My refuſal of the Duke of my 
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is publickly talked of, which Im not ſorry for, 
as it may deter others from offei ing themſelves 
when he has been rejected. I would not go into 
ſo much company, was I any where but at 
Mr. Evelin's; their circle of acquaintance is ſo 
large, that while I remain with them it is impoſ- 
ſible to avoid it. I wiſh Mr. Somners was re- 
turned; then we would go to Belville-Park; 
I long to ſee again that once-loved ſpot. I am 
very uneaſy for poor Louiſa, and impatiently wait 
for the arrival of the ſhips which are every day 
expected; though I cannot conceive what the 
Counteſs de Clairville can do with people ſo de- 
termined. Captain Freemer is almoſt diſtract- 
ed; he is in town, and was with me yeſterday. 
I afluted him, if the next letters did not contain 
more favourable intelligence, I would adviſe Louiſa 
to reveal the ſituation of her heart. I have now 
an immenſe fortune, and in ſpite of Mr Somners's 
delicacy, I will divide it with my friend; then 
every objection to her union with the anal 
Freemer, will be obviated. If my guardian 
perſiſts in his reſolution of marrying his daughter 
to the Marquis, I will go to Montpelier, and 
try to convince him how unjuſt is ſuch a com- 
mand, when her heart is devoted to another. The 
former objection to my leaving England is now 
removed; Louiſa's letter will determine my de- 
parture. I told my intentions to Captain Fremer;; 
he wiſhed to attend me, but that is a future con- 
Gideration, , Miſs Duncannon begins to fear ſhe 
| B 2 muſt 
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muſt perform her promiſe, - She declares ſhe is 
abſolutely undone ; for I ſhall perſuade Mr. 
Somners to give up his reaſon. She behaves much 
better to the Colonel than ſhe uſed to. do, thou gh 
in a degree ſhe has recovered her ſpirits.” She 
ſoends a great deal of her time in Portman-ſquare, 
and endeavours to perſwade me Sir Harry Evelin 
is my lover, I tell her ſhe has a peculiar faculty 
of finding out things that exiſt not. She is now 
beloty,. and will not let me write longer. Re- 
member me with reſpectful compliments to your 
family and Mr Mortimer, and ieee, me to be 


moſt e your's, 
ApntanE wee 


Sir James Thonursox to Captain F n. 
| Elm-woed 


Nas, prithee, Charles, fend 1 me no more 
of your complaints. Louiſa will be your's in ſhite 
of your cowardly fears. Has ſhe not aſſured you 
no man but yourſelf will have any intereſt in her 
love? Why then will you fancy evils Which may 
never happen ? faith, I believe there are enough 
real misfortunes in this life for any reaſonable - 
man, without creating ideal ones; though I muſt 
confeſs, J have had but few-of fortune 's frowns 
myſelf. She is a ſtrange capricious lady, and 
Bis taken 2  penehant for my ſingularities, I fan- 
cy, or my wit, perhaps. Ah that is certainly 


the caſe ; with my wit ſhe is ettamoured 3 for, 
»4-4 1 i; | 28 
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as to perſonal attractions, they have no effect on 
her, being incapable of diſcovering them. Well, 
be her motives for kindneſs what they will, kind 
ſhe is, and ever has been to me, and was I in- 
differently inclined, ſhe is for ever throwing temp- 
tation in my way. Would you believe it, 
Charles! the. fair Miſs Arthur honours me with. 
a degree of tender regard; and, was I not as 
conſtant as the dove to my Harriet, why egad 
ſhe would draw me into an amour. I made this 


important diſcovery. ſome days ſince, and all pro- 


per advantage was, as you may ſuppoſe, taken of 
it, to forward Arthur's affair with Emilia. Nay, 
ſo far did 1 prevail by flattering the fair one's 
| predominant inclination, that ſhe promiſed to 
give the young lady an opportunity of eſcaping, 
which would have been effected, but a circum- 
| Kance happened that rendered it unneceſſary. 


What it was, I ſhall unfold in order: at preſent, 


J muſt go on with my intrigue, which is yet in 


its. infancy, The means by which I diſcovered 


the lady's regard, were theſe: one morning I 
took a ride to Sir Robert's, in order to talk with 
Harry, and give him what conſolation I could. 
He was from home, as was the reſt of the family, 
except Miſs Alice, at leaſt ſo I underſtood, 
I thought it would be horridly impolite, rd 
like a married man, if T did not aſk her how ſhe 


did. For that purpoſe. I diſmounted, and ſought 


the fair one in the garden, whither I was directed. 
In a bower of woodbines and jeſſamine the 
| B 3 | 5 maid 
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maid was ſeated, like another Eve in paradiſe. 
I advanced towards her: ſhe ſtarted at my en- 
trance, but expreſſed her joy at ſeeing me in plain 
terms. I modeſtly thanked: her (for, you know; 
1 ama deviliſh modeſt fellow) and in return for 
her politeneſs, kiſſed her hand, which was not 
withdrawn, to my be rv. ſurprize, I enquired 
after Sir Robert and the family ; ſhe-after Lady 
"Thompſon, with a ſigh. 1 do you ſigh, 
Miſs Arthur? my — is well: „1 — 
not for the happy Lady Thompſon, Sir James,” 
anſvrered ſhe. I preſſed to know: the reaſon of 
her emotion, as was natural, you know. With 
ſome heſitation, ſhe acknowledged the was af- 
tected with the tenderneſs of my behaviour to 
Lady Thompſon; that it had made an im- 
preſſion on her heart, which was more than 
the united endeavours of numbers. could effect. 
Plain, Charles! I could not miſunderſtand her, 
nor am ] ſo little of a man of gallantry as to pre- 
tend it. I aſſured her my gratitude ſhould be un- 
bounded, that I would preſerve the deepeſt ſenſe of 
the honor ſhe did me to my expiring moment; 
nay, I went fo far as to ſwear, had I before been 
acquainted with her ſentiments, things might 
not have been in their preſent ſituation. I found 
theſe inſinuations had the deſired effect, and 
therefore proceeded with redoubled ſpirit, preſſed 
For a proof of her regard, (any man would nn 
done that, Freemer, notwithſtanding he 
married) which I aſſured her ſhe could not more 
effectually give me, than by aiding the N 5 
| P ad 
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paſſion of her Ab and Miſs Stanhope. | 
„Reflect, my dear Miſs Arthur, on the pain 
_ © which poor Eil ſuffers in this cruel; this un- 
generous confinement: the free-born mind is not 
to be thus enſlaved without the moſt torturing ago- 
nies. 'You, Madam, who are all compaſſion, 
all gentle humanity, will, I doubt not, make 
her fituation your own, and do every thing in 
your power to extricate her from it.” Notwith- | 
ſtanding this fine ſpeech, I-found her rather in- 
.clined to give a negative to my intreaties. 
However, not appalled I went on, and at laſt, 
as is uſual with perſeverance, got the day. The 
Lady promiſed to aſſiſt the lovers with all her 
' power, which as I know to be great, entirely 
ſatisſied me. After ſome time paſſed in conver- 
ſation, which I ſhall not repeat to you, we mu- 
tually agreed to return into the houſe; but, be- 
fore we could accompliſh this intention, we were i 
alarmed by: the: ſound of voices in a very high key. 
The diſputants proved to be no other than Mr. 
and Mrs. Sydley. During the abſence of his lady, 
he had releaſed Emilia from her confinement, by 
breaking open the door of her apariment. Enta- 
* to find her daughter at liberty, Mrs. Sydley 
flew at her huſband with the greateſt violence, 
which ſo terrified Emilia, chät ſhe voluntarily 
corfſented to return to her chamber. This Sydley 
oppoſed, though without effect, the lady herſelf | 
conſenting. Thus were things ſituated when we 
met the contending pair, 1 paid my compli- 
ments to Mrs. Syeley, which, amid all her rage, 
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was not entirely negleQed; for ſhe has fo great 
a veneration for a title, that ſhe would never for- 
give herſelf if ſhe was guilty of the ſmalleſt inat- - 
tention to the man who is poſſaſſed of one. She 
anſwered me with all the politeneſs ſhe could. at 
the moment command, and related the ill-uſage | 
the had received from Mr. Sydley, vowing with 
the utmoſt paſſion Emilia ſhould not. behold day- 
light till Nancy was married. Upon my ſoul, 
madam, cried Sydley, interrupting her, you are 
miſtaken, for this night ſhe ſhall be at liberty, if 
I hire half the country to ſtorm the entrench- 
ments you have made. Mrs. Sydley is a moſt 
- inimitable general, Sir James; but, for once, 
ber deep- laid ſchemes will be fruſtrated. That 
they ſhall not, Sir, -replied the lady with warmth; _ | 
for I will keep guard at the door myſelf all 
night.“ «Very well, child; juſt as you pleaſe; 
but remember, we ſhall certainly lay all dead 
who oppoſe us. Well, I don't care if you do kill 
me, replied his charming helpmate ; you will be 
| hanged for it, that is one comfort,” What, for 
you, Mrs.  Sydley ! no, upon my ſoul, you de- 
Ceive yourſelf; you are not of ſuch conſequence: 
on the contrary, the world will get rid of a very 
troubleſome, noiſy woman; dam*me, Thomp- | 
ſon, if I do not enjoy the idea of being again ſin- 
' - gle, and if ever you ſee me married a ſecond time, 
why poſt me for a puppy. Egad.I wonder you 
had courage to marry; but when I conſider the 
youth, beauty, and ſweetneſs of lady Thompſon, 
4 IR neither; but to be tied to an ugly old wo- 
| man ; 
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man; oh, inſupportable !”” In this manner he 
aber raiſing his voice to drown that of his 
lady's, till a ſervant, with an agitated counte- 
nance, cauſed both parties to be ſilent. As ſoon _ 
as the fellow found there was a poſſibility of be- 

ing heard, he informed Mrs. Sydley Miſs Stan- 
hope had juſt got into a chaiſe and ſix at the end 
of the park, with a man in a great coat and 
maſk ; that he attempted to ſtop them, by calling 
, out, but» the gentleman preſented a piſtol, and 
ſwore if he did not hold his tongue, he was a dead 
man. Terrified at this threat, he promiſed to be 


ſilent. After giving a letter for Mrs. Sydley, 


they drove off like lightning. Sydley ſnatched 

the letter from him, which contained theſe words: 
„ Madam, ; 

Tou need not be uneaſy at my Shiite, 00 

* moſt likely you will. I go to marry a. man 
„„ [like better than him you had ſelected for me, 

though to plague my ſiſter, I pretended to love 


Mr. Arthur. You may now releaſe the Nuick- 
cc. en-hearted Emilia, and make her happy with 
her lover; they will meet no more interrupti- 
| « ons from me. When I am united to the man 
of my choice, I will call on you to ſettle the 
& matter of fortune; ; "ll which time I remain 
* Ne 
. ANN SrANHO E.“ 


« Excellent ! cried Sydley, flinging the letter to 
Tus wife; now, madam, behold the difference be- 
| B Y F 
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teen your Masken, and learn to velue the 
worth of Emilia as you ought.” Words. can- 
not do juſtice to the rage of the lady; ſhe would 
have them inſtantly purſued, but nobody appeared 
willing to undertake the office. At laſt, find- 


ing ſhe could not help herfelf, ſhe became calm. 


She promiſed to give Emilia liberty, and transfer 
her affection to her inſtead of her runaway daugh- 
ter. Finding peace likely to be concluded, I 
prepared to take my leave, and called for my 
ſervant, who was no where to be found. This 


1 thought very ſingular, but contented myſelf 


with riding home without one, ſuppoſing he was 
returned for ſomething he wanted. I related the 

ſituation of things at Trout Hall to my Harriet, 
omitting only my intended amour with the lady 
of that manſion. My gentle love rejoiced at 
the proſpect of her friend's happineſs, and la- 


mented the undutiful flight of Miſs Stanhope. 
J enquired for La Juneſſe; he was not returned; 


I then began to ſuſpect he was the lover Mit 


Stanhope had eloped with. This proved to be 


the caſe: he wrote me a letter on their way to 
Scotland, filled with his happineſs and good for- 


tune. I took this curious epiſtle to Trout Hall, 


and endeavoured to reconcile Mrs. Sydley to her 
humble ſon in-la w. But it Was not to be done, 


no conſideration could induce her to forgive Miſs 


Stanhope” s marrying a ſervant.” One good ef- 
fect this diſcovery has had, which is, to make 


Mr. * as anxious er Emilia's marriage 
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wich Arthur, as ſhe was before for Miſs Stan- 
hope's ; ſhe fears ſomething may happen to pre- 
vent it; and at laſt, ſhe ſhall have no title in 
her family: I have wrote you a long letter, Free- 
mer, not ſo much in the opiate ſtile as your's, I 
confeſs. Send me no more ſuch melanchuly ca 
talogues of fancied miſery. Hope every thin 
FR: and. you will be happy. 

| Jams ES Torso 


bir lauer Evzune to Copeain Moxracus. 


Beyners- Street 


| Tar, return of Mis Balville has reſtored me 
to happineſs, and let fortune do what ſhe will, I 
am now . regardleſs of her. Oh, Montague, ſhe 
is more charming than ever. I have engaged her 
eſteem as a friend, and by the moſt ſtudious at- 
Reon. to oblige her, 1 have obtained her grati- 
nay, ſo well I have diſguiſed my feelings, 
— ſuſpects not I am influenced by love, and 
yet, how ſhe can be miſtaken is amazing. 
very ſoul adores her; I cannot, will not, — — * 
out her; à little ug I muſt rule my hcad- 
5 ſtrong paſſion, and then I hope to ſecure her mine 
for ever. She gives me all the · opportunities 
I can. wiſh of being with her: I have fortunately 
hit on ſeveral ſchemes that have entertained her, 
and ever fince ſhe has treated me with the 72 
moſt diſinion, FA am ſo bappy in her ons 


e 
* 


* 
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| that] never venture to ray a word of my paſj- 
ſion, leſt it ſhould make her withdraw that 
charming freedom with which ſhe behaves. "Fhe 
very name of love pronounced by my lips would 

make her ſtart from me with-horror z never was 

any woman fo/ conſtant: as Miſs Belville. She 
ſpeaks of Mr. Grenville-to this day with the ut-. 
moſt affection. I once imagined conſtancy a 
Vague expreſſion ; but I fee in this lady; a proof 
that it really does exiſt, When J hear her ſpeak 
of her Auguſtus, I am ready to deſpair ; then her 
beauty inflames my ſenſes to ſuch a degree, that 
I am refolved'to make her mine, tho' I was ſure | 
of death the next hour, I have not been uſed | 
to meet ſuch oppoſition to my defires, and can- . 
not bear it. She is not to be perfuaded into hap- 
pinefs, and therefore muſt be deluded : ſome way 
or other before many months ſhe ſhalt be Lady 
Even. When 1 have accompliſhed that Y 
wiſh of my heart, the whole endeavouts of my 
fe ſhall be to make her happy. I begin to think, 
Mcatague, it is very poſſible to chain the af- 
fections to one woman, (ſuch a one as Adeline 1 
mean.) Yet the time was when 1 thought 1 
could not remain conſtant even to her; but then 


muy regard, was hatred to what 1 now experi- Fo 


ence. Love is too poor a word to expreſs my 
feelings; tis madneſs, dotage, or worſe: Her 
endowments of mind and perſon are fo. ſuperior 


to the generality of her ſex, that I ſhall never 


| eaſe to adore her. No beauty but her's can | 
8 + SP give 
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give me the leaſt pleaſure : No converſation, 
however ſenſible, but brings her ſuperior ſenſe 
to my remembrance. I am miſerable out of her 
ſight, and think every moment an age till the 
hour comes which brings me to her. Since the 
death of Admiral Harriſon, I have ſeen her every 
day. Her ſpirits were much hurt by that event, 
and I had the: ſatisfaction to find the efforts I 
made to raiſe them, not diſregarded; Knowing 
her benevolent diſpoſition, I have ſought objects 
far her to relieve. Diffuſive charity is her chief 
delight. Her large addition of fortune enables 
her to indulge her heavenly temper to its utmoſt 
extent. The virtues of this lady charm as much 
as her beauty, nor 'do I know. which is moſt 
exquiſite ; would ſhe but deign to treat me with 
complacency, ſhe might make me what the wiſh- 
ed, and in time I might become a good man; 


but if ſhe will drive me to extremities, ſhe muſt 


take the conſequences. I endeavour to eonceal 
my emotions as much as. poſſible before her. I 
know ſhe muſt be drãwn by artful management 
to depart from her reſolution, and therefore ſtifle 
my violent ſenſations, - left ſhe ſhould treat me 
with ſeverity; which, upon my ſoul, I do not 
think I could bear. This morning my ſiſter 
brought a letter into Miſs Belville's dreſſing- room, 
vrhich ſhe ſaid was from the Duke of Moctogue: 
it contained nothing more than . enquiries con- 
cerning her health, and wiſhes for her happineſs; 
at * .. he begged Mrs. Evelin would 


favour 
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Favour him with an anſwer, to inform him of Miſs 
- Belville's welfare : << I will fave you the trouble 
of writing, madam, faid the lovely maid, and an- 
ſwer the Duke's letter myſelf. He has ſuffered 
much on my account, and I owe him this repara- 
tion. He is a very worthy man, Sir Harry, con- 
tinued ſhe, perhaps you know his character 1 
have heard his Grace ſpoke of, madam; anſwered 
I, as an ornament to nobility, and when I was 
informed of his diſappointment, I ſhared in his diſ- 
treſs. You would indeed have pitied him, Sir 
. Harry,ſaidMrs.Evelin, had you been witneſs to his 
behaviour; I never ſaw a man in ſuch an 

as the Duke was when he left Miſs Belville; in- 
© deed, Adeline, I thought you very cruel.“ “ Ah, 
madam, anfwered ſhe with a ſigh, I myſelf un- 
derwent a great deal that day; I really eſteem. the 
Duke, and love his mother with a filial regard; 
ſhe ever treated me with the moſt flattering diſ- 
tinction. But it was not in my power to act 
otherwiſe than I did. They knew my attach- 
ment to Mr. Grenville, and therefore could nat 
expect to ſucceed. I never could have given 
my hand to his Grace; my dear Auguſtus once 
ſuffered from that apprehenſion; that thought o 
truded itſc}f upon my mind while he was plead- 
ing for it, and raiſed a diſguſt in my heart I could 
not conquer. She wiped her lovely eyes, and 
ſeemed loſt in thought; but ſoon recovering her- 
ſelf, ſhe apologiſed to us for her abſence. 1 
am "oe happy, madam, faid ſhe to my * 
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Jet that plead my excuſe, ” We aſſured her no- 
thing ſhe did needed an excuſe, nor indeed does 
it, Montague; ſhe is all grace and enchanting 
ſenſibility. Soon after this ſhe left us. I would 
not keep an oppreſſed heart a moment in ſuſpenſe, 
ſaid ſhe,” quitting the room. My eyes followed 
her as far as they could, and then returned to 
admire her picture, which is drawn at full length; 
in this apartment I expreſſed the diſquietude f 
my thoughts to my ſiſter. She ſaid ſhe could 
give me no comfort, as ſhe was convinced Miſs 
Belville would never change ber determination 
of living ſingle. Finding ſhe had nothing to 
offer that would afford me any ſatisfaction, I 
f returned home and took up my pen to write to 
you; I thall now go back to Portman Square, 
where I ſhall enjoy the ſatisfaction of contem- 
plating the moſt beautiful countenance in the 
World. The fable robes ſhe wears make her de- 
licate complexion ſtill more dagzling. But I 
will relieve you from .this letter, and fay no 
'more of her perfections The glimmering of 
hope contained in your laſt about Emilia, has 
given me infinite pleaſure If ſhe is adviſed to 
the South of France, I would have her go 
Amen Adieu, 
. Hxxxr Eat, 


% 
4.4 S., . . 
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1 Have ſuch delightful intelligence to Ech | 


nicate to my Adeline, that 1 hardly know how 
to begin the pleaſing recital ; but with all the 

connełtion in my power I wil relate the cauſe of 
my preſent exultation---For a week after my laſt, 
I remained in a ſtate of the moſt acute uneaſi- 
- neſs; my father continued to treat me with re- 
| ſerve, as did the old Marquis: even Madam de 

Belfleur had withdrawn her uſual affection, and 


every countenance wore a gloom on it that ſtab- 


bed me to the heart. No one but the Marquis 
took the leaſt notice of me; he was all attention 
and politeneſs; ſometimes he ſpoke of my father's 
partiality to him with a triumph that ſhocked me 


infinitely ; and when 1 checked his tranſports 


with aſſurances I never would be his, he anſwered, 


he hoped time, joined to my father's influence, 


would induce me to regard him more favourably. 
He had loſt his former intreative manner, and 
ſeemed to think nothing would prevent my be- 
ing his wife, I confeſs this conduct raiſed a diſ- 


Montpelier 


— 


guſt i in my heart that is not to be defcribed, as. 1 


once thought him incapable of it, and felt for 
him the tendereſt ſiſterly regard; but now his un- 
generous perſeverance baniſhed thoſe ſentiments 


in his favour. I ſtudiouſly endeavoured to avoid 


: him, as the reſt of wi NON did me; all my 
e 
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hope was on the intereſt of the Counteſs, whom 
I expected ſpeedily. I thought every hour an 
age till the time was fixed for her —— Paris, 
which at length was done; ſhe wrote me word 
ſhe would be at Montpelier in three days at far- 
theſt, and deſired I would inform the Marquis of 
her intended viſit. Nothing could equal my joy 
at the proſpect of again beholding this. amiable 
woman: F depended upon her perſuaſive eloquence 
to move my father, and tho? I could not well ac- 
count to myſelf in what manner ſhe could be of 
eſſential ſervice to me, yet I Aattered myſelf ſhe 
would prove ſo. Filled with theſe ideas, I ſought 
the old Marquis, inſpired with more ſpirit than 
had taken poſſeſſion of me for ſome time; the 
ſervants told me he was in the garden: thitheerl | 
went, and perceived my father, the Marquis and 
his ſins walking togetherin earneſt converſation: 

I came near them before they ſaw me. Indeed, 
my lord, ſaid my father, I flatter myſelf we ſhall 
ſucceed at laſt; the obſtinacy of Louiſa has given 

me much pain; but if ſhe is the Marchioneſs de 

Reviers, it will more than pay me for my anxiety. 

If your love will hold out, continued he, to De 
Reviers we ſhall get the better of this preverſe 
girl, depend on it. You know, Sir, replied the 
Marquis, I would hazard every thing to make 
_ Miſs Somners mine, therefore my ſteadineſs is not 
to be doubted.” I ſtaid to hear no more, leſt they 
ſhould obſerve me. I turned down another walk 
W met them; the 9 — — I% 
Z LOVES | towards 


» * . 
x ” by 7. ” 


towards me, and offered to take my hand (which I 
held back): “ this is an unexpected happineſs, 

charming Louiſa, faid he, may I flatter myſelf 

you thought of mewhen you entered the garden?” 

No, indeed my Lord, anſwered.I rather ftifly, 

my buſineſs is with your father.“ He looked mor- 

tified at this reply, and called to the old Marquis, 


who with my father was gone forward. We 


will follow them, my Lord, you need not trouble 
yourſelf to call,” I ſtaid not for his anſwer, but 
walked. from him ; he followed with his; arms 
folded, and appeared dejected. The gentlemen 
would have avoided me, but Iſtopped them by lay- 
ing my hand on the Marquis's arm: «Will you give 
me leave to ſpeak with you, my Lord? Certainly, 
madam whatare your commands?“ Alas, Sir, 
Thave no commands, I only intreat; but that is 
not now the ſubject I have to ſpeak of; L have a 
letter from the Counteſs de Clairville; ſne means 
to pay our Lordſhip a viſit ſhortly an, her way 
to England, and begged I would make her inten- 

tions known to you; the reaſon of my now - 
troubling you, was to know-what anſwer E ſhould 
return.“ “ That Iſhall be infinitely happy to ſee 

her, my dear Miſs Somners, (replied the Marquis, 
with great affection,) and think ſhe honors me 
by the viſit; tho? I have not the pleaſure of know- 
ing the Countels. perſonally, J have long done ſo 
by character; the Count was one of my moſt 
intimate ende, and ſincerely lamented by me; 
n if you will invite her in my 
name, 
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name, I ſhall be very much obliged to you,” «I 
certainly will, my Lord,” replied'I; and making a 
curtſey was going: © Stay, ſaid my father, where 
are you hurrying? I feared, Sir, my preſence 
was diſagreeable to yo u, and as I would willingly 
remove every thing that might give you the 
ſmalleſt pain, J thought it beſt to retire.” He 
ſeemed affected with this, and took my hand 
with tenderneſs: Why, my dear, ſhould you 
imagine your ſight diſagreeable to me:? long has 
it been my comfort, and ſtill would be ſo, if 
you would liſten to reaſon and make me happy. 
* Ah, Sir, anſwered I, if I could make you happy 
by reſigning my life, I would! not heſitate ; but 
indeed J cannot give my hand to the Marquis. 
Hold, Madam, cried-de Reviers haſtily; if you . 
vill not ſee, me die before you, pronounce not 
ſo.definitively,” «© Why, my Lord, 8 
with warmth, will you thus interrupt me? may 
I not be allowed to expoſhilate with my father 
Ah, Louiſa, replied he with a ſigh, can I bear 
to hear you ſay you will never be mine, and not 
interrupt you? No, madam! I will ſpeak, and 
if poſſible prevent your cruel expreſſions.” © Very 
well, my Lord; I ſee vou are no way to be 
dealt with; your affection has neither generoſity 
nor delicacy in it. I turned from him in order 
again to addreſs my father; but he was gone; he 
had left the garden with the Marquis W 
by me: this RT OY ber en . 


„ 


331 
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bear exprefling my chagrin by a copious ſhower 
of tears---the Marquis ſuffered me to weep' for 
ſome time without the leaſt interruption ; I thought 
he obſerved me with a degree of pleaſure. Ah, 
Louiſa, ſaid he, why will you not ſuffer me to 
dry thoſe tears? Conſent but to be mine, and 
your cauſe of ſorrow immediately ceaſes. Mr. 
Somners will give you his wonted affection, and 
every perſon in the family ſtudy to make you 
happy.“ If I cannot be reconciled to my father, 
without giving you my hand, I muſt for ever re- 
main the miſerable creature I am at preſent. I 
know not, my Lord, if the conduct you have for 
| ſome time purſued is conſiſtent with the violent 
love you feel for me; according to my ideas, it 
rather expreſſes hatred ; but perhaps the. cuſtom 
of your country authoriſes perſecution as the 


Nh moſt effectual recommendation to a lady's fa - 


vour; if you wiſhed to make me wretched, you 
have amply ſucceeded---I am indeed moſt ex- 
quiſitely miſerable.” The violence of my emotions 
would not ſuffer me to proceed; I threw my 

handkerchief over my face and was ſilent- The 
Marquis took my almoſt paſſive hand, and beg- 
ged me to be compoſed. Why, charming Miſs 
Somners, do you thus diſtreſs yourſelf? fay, but 
you will be my wife, and I will engage to 
bring Mr. Somners to you with the ſame fond- 
[neſs and affection he has ever ſhewn you.” No, 
Sir, anſwered I, ſnatching my hand from him 
with violence; I would rather die than be oblig- 
N | - R272 ed 


. 
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ed to you for any thing; this is the laſt time 1 
will be alone with you, if I can avoid it.” He 
would have detained me, but I broke from him, 
and ran to my own apartment there I paſſed - 
a melancholy two hours in reflections on my 
paſt happineſs and preſent miſery. How often, 
my dear. Adeline, did I wiſh thoſe peaceful favs 
returned that once we were bleſſed with !---With 
theſe ideas I paſſed my time till dinner, where I 
was fummonſed at the uſual hour. --- Nothing 
was ſaid of what had paſſed, and the behaviour of 
all was diſtant and reſerved. When the repaſt 
was ended, I aroſe and left the room, which was 
permitted, In this manner paſſed two days, and 
had it not been for the hope of ſoon ſeeing the 
Countefs, my ſpirits would have yielded to their 
cruelty. --- The third morning I aroſe with more 
pleaſurable ſenſations than for ſome time had taken 
poſſeſſion of my heart, as I imagined the Count- 
eſs would arrive before dinner. When I, joined 
the family at breakfaſt, the old Marquis ex- 
preſſed his happineſs at ſeeing me look ſo well: 
my father bid me good morrow, and made ſome 
obſervation on my. dreſs in the ſame tone of 
voice he formerly uſed in ſpeaking. to me. For 
the firſt time for ſeveral mornings we entered on ge- 
neral topics; and, finding the whole company in 
harmony with each gther, I did not attempt to 
withdraw, which very much pleaſed all preſent. 
We continued together till near twelve, when 


the noiſe. of the Wee 8 equipage driving 
into 
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into the great gates, cauſed us to move. 'The 


young Marquis haſted to hand her out of 


the carriage; I met her at the door: we embra- 
ced each other with real affection. © My dear 
Louiſa, ſaid ſhe, how happy am I to behold you 
again!“ -The old Marquis interrupted us with 


"welcoming her to Montpelier. 4 Come, madam, 
faid I, ſuffer me to introduce you to my father,” 


She trembled very much, and leaned againſt the 
wainſcot,---< I am not well, Mifs Somners, ſaid 
ſhe; can you get me a little eau de luce I flew 
to obey her, and when I returned, beheld her 
locked in the arms of my father, I ſtood amazed 
at this fight, fo unexpected and extraordinary, 
My father's words ſoon explained the myſtery. 
40 Alas ! my dear ſiſter, ſaid he, what have I not 


ſuffered on your account? where have you been 


concealed for ſo many years ? how could I have 


looked fo long in vain for you?” Then turn- 


ing and ſeeing me, Louiſa, continued he, be- 
hold your aunt, your long-loſt aunt Somners ; 


the amiable Maria, which you haye heard me fo 
often lament, ſtill lives in the Counteſs de 


Clairville,” I -flew to her, and threw 
myſelf at her feet: © Ah, madam, exclaim- 


ed I, and are you indeed my dear aunt Som- 


ners, whoſe ſufferings have fo often cauſed 
me to ſhed tears? I cannot find words to ex- 
preſs my joy.” --- She raiſed me with emotion, 


and tenderly embraced me. Compoſe yourſelf, 
my dear Louiſa, I am indeed happy enough to 
hag; be 


— 
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be related to you; I would not before diſcover 


this ſecret to you, that, as a friend only, I might 


have an opportunity of obſerving your diſpoſi- 


tion; the event has turned out as I wiſhed, and 
proved your heart poſſeſſed of every virtue. I 


now acknowledge with pride J am your relation, 


as well as the ſincereſt of your friends. Again ſhe 
embraced me, and turned to my father: '« Juſt 
ſuch a lovely woman as Louiſa, my dear brother, 
was your (Elvira, when I left her: Alas! 1 little 
thought never to [behold her again; from my 
niece I have heard ſhe is no more, and have ſin- 
cerely lamented her. We have mutual tales of 
4 to relate. She ſtopped, and wiped her 
My father threw his arms about her in 

pay SO „We have indeed, my ſiſter, faid 
de; fince we parted, both have loſt their greateſt 
comfort. He could not proceed, and they © bock 
continued ſilent for "ſome minutes. The 
Counteſs broke it firſt, © Say not fo, anſwered 
ſhe; we have ſtill one comfort left; Louiſa will 
be the delight of your declining years as well as 
mine; I have known her undifguiſed ſentiments, 
and ſind her poſſeſſed of every kudable and juſt 
 idea': her virtues have endeared her to me, and I 


regard her with-maternal affe&ion.” My father 


acknowledged J had been his ' conſolation and 


'* ſupport ever ſince my mother's death; and, till 
Very lately, he had no reaſon to fay any thing to 
my prejudice. © T know What you allude to, 


E W 
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ſome other opportunity; at pr eſent we ought. to 
apologize to the Marquis for taking up his 
time.” --- He made her a polite anſwer, and we 
all went into the dining room.---When we were 
a little compoſed, the Counteſs delivered a Wr 
from Madam de Reviers to the Marquis: 

ſpoke of her in the higheſt terms, and — 
her determination to live for ever in a cloiſter. 
The Marquis attended to the praiſes of his 
daughter with parental tenderneſs, and joined the 
Counteſs in deploring her bigotry to à ſecluded 
life. --- The behaviour of Madam de Clairville 
and my father to each other, is the moſt tenderly 
affectionate you can imagine: he expreſſed his 
deſire to know what had happened to her, which 
ſhe promiſed to gratify when her ſpirits were in 
a better ſituation. We paſſed the day moſt de- 
lightfully, all but the young Marquis, who 
ſeemed to dread the perſuaſions of the Counteſs 
with my father. However, he diſguiſed his feel- 
ings as well as he could, and I believe no one 
but myſelf diſcovered them. In the evening I 
attended my amiable aunt to her apartment; the 
aſſured me every endeavour ſhould be exerted in 
favour of Captain Freemer; ſhe ſaid ſhe pro- 
poſed dixulging our attachment to my father the 
next morning, and ſhe had no doubt of ſucceed- | 
ing with him; ---< As to Sir Richard Freemers 
| objections, Louiſa, continued ſhe, to his ſon / 
union with you, they will be of no.conſeq 


| 99.798 Form e will be as, leaſt equal to hi | 
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perhaps ſuperior; it is in my power to make you 
in that reſpect a match fit for the firſt Peer in 
England; therefore, my dear girl, be no longer 
apprehenſive about what may happen from that 
quarter... Ah, Madam, replied I, your good- 
neſs diſtreſſes me; I cannot find exprefions to 
thank you as I wiſh,” 4 Strive not for words, 
my excellent Louiſa, replied ſhe, you owe me 
nothing; I have received much pleaſure from 
your friendſhip, and ſhall be glad to return the 
ſame degree of ſatisfaction to you, who are dou- 
bly endeared ts me by your ſufferings and virtue, 
My fortune is very large, much larger than 
I deſire; but, for your ſake, I rejoice that it 
is fo; as it will enable me to remove thoſe 

obſtacles which have prevented your being 
united to the 'man you love, I would adviſe 

you, Louiſa, to inſiſt on Captain Freemer's quit- 
ting the army before you give him your hand: 
had I purſued a ſimilar conduct, I ſhould not 
perhaps at this moment have the moſt ami- 
able of men to lament; but I will no longer 
detain you from your repoſe, continued ſhe, 
wiping her eyes; I find myſelf growing melan- 
choly, and therefore will bid you a good night.“ 

I begged ſhe would ſuffer me to ſtay by her for 
ſome time, but ſhe would not conſent; and, ten- 
derly embracing me, led me to the door. I re- 
tired to bed, but not to ſleep: joy now kept me 
waking as much as grief had done before: how 
A my ieee 
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Vein tranſports on this valuable acquiſition! As 
| ſoon as I aroſe the next morning, I enquired 
for the Counteſs, and was informed ſhe was 
with my father. I gueſſed their converſation, 
and waited with the utmoſt impatience to know. 
_ the event of her communications. In about half 
an hour ſhe. entered my dreſing-room; I had 
not power to aſk her how. ſhe had ſucceeded. 
«© My dear Louiſa, ſaid ſhe, be not uneaſy, all 
will be very well; I have related the ſituation. 
of your heart to my brother: he wiſhes you had 
been more explicit, before he had gone any 
lengths with the Marquis: however, he hopes to 
being things about with them, and aſſures you, 
by me, you have nothing to fear from his anger, 
as 7 5 object of your regard is a-gentleman, At 
' firſt, he was rather violent; but by proper ma- 
nagement [I brought him to reaſon; and he ac- 
knowledged it would be wrong to force your 
hand, when your heart is abſolutely another's. 
He fays, the breaking off with the Marquis 
muſt be managed with delicacy. and openneſs. | 
I have'told him my intentions towards: you, and 
he thinks them right. And now, my dear girl, 
' I think I may congratulats you on the conclu- 
ſion of your trials,” I threw myſelf at her feet, 
'and thanked her in broken and incoherent ex- 
preſſions. While I was on my knees, my father 
came in. He ſeemed affected, on obſerving the 
emotions I diſcovered, I felt myſelf bluſm as he 
looked at me. He perceived it, and advanced. 


towards me with arent! tenderneſs, © Ah, fi r, 
| exclaimed I, can you forgive me? can you par- 
don my firſt inſtance of diſobedience ? ?” 1 
can, Louiſa, replied he; riſe, and be aſſured I 


look on you with the ſame regard as ever. Why 


was you not thus explicit before? you would 
have ſaved both yourſelf and me a great deal of 


pain,” « I dreaded to tell you the ſituation of 


my heart, anſwered I, when I found how mich 


you had eſpouſed the intereſt of De Reviers': 


but; fir, 1 would have died, rather than have 


married without your conſent. Vet my princl- | 
ples reſtrained me from complying with your 
commands'in favor of the Marquis, as Captain 

Freemer poſſeſſed my heart. I think, fir, when 


you are acquainted with the object of my regard, 


you will no longer wonder at my preference,” 
« Ah, replied he, ſo does every love-ſick girl 


think, But come, Louiſa; I forgive your con- 


* cealment, and will ty to break 6 with the 
Marq uls ; though, I confeſs, not without reluct- 


ance: I Thould have liked him for'a*ſon-in-law, 


better than any man I know. But, ſince it 
cannot be ſo, I muſt learn to be content. I 
know, without love there can be no happineſs 
in a inarried ſtate; but, as I thought your heart 
entirely free Ken any ꝓrepoſſeſſion, I flattered 


myſelf De Reviers might at laſt make an im- 


preſſion on it; which may be an excuſe for my 
conduct.“ This he condeſcended' to ſay, m 
Adeline I was much affected, and begged his 


en par- 
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 * pardon for my reſerve, with real contrition; 
telling him the firſt motives of it, and the reaſon 
of its being continued. He ſtopped me, by ſay- | 
ing, The Counteſs, my dear, has told me the 
whole ſtory of your love; and there is but one 
thing 1 in which I want to be ſatisfied,” |< What 
is that?” faid I, with viſible terror, © Nay, do 
not be alarnied, replied he; it is nothing more 
than to ſee the copy of your letter to Captain 
Freemer, on your leaving England.“ 4 That 
you ſhall, fir, immediately,” faid I; and taking 
it from my pocket-book, gave it into his hand, 
He ſeemed affected while he was peruſing, it 
When he had finiſhed, ++ ,My dear girl, ſaid he, 
that compoſition does you honor; I admire you 
for it; and aſſure you, had I ' Vary that letter, the 
Marquis would never have had: ſo ſtrenudus an 
advocate in me. If you pleaſe, I Will keep it: 
no anſwer can be given: ſa effectually to daſh. the 
hopes of one lover, as this letter written to ano- 
ther. He then left the apartment. When he 
was gone, I again thanked the Counteſs for her 
interpoſition, and without reſtraint expreſſed the 
ä effuſions of gratitude. With the flattering at- 
tention of friendſhip the. liſtened to my. acknow- | 
ledgments,. and ſhared the happineſs I experi- 
enced. When we joined the reſt of the family 
at breakfaſt, the Marquis wore. a eee 
gloom on his countenance that affected me a great 
deal. My own miſery at an end, I felt for him 
ſincerel Ys and would have en. .the world, to 
: 4 have 
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have faved! him from” the pangs of aifeppoins 
ment, When breakfaſt was over, the Counteſs 
aroſe, ' and "walked to the window. © Louiſa, 
faid ſhe, you muſt ſhew me the gatdens, which 
from hence appear very beautiful.” The Mar- 
quis offered to accompany us; but my fa- 
ther deſired he would ftay. We quitted the 
room, and left him, my father, the old Mar- 
quis, and Madam de Belfleur together. We 
walked near an hour, The amiable Coun- 
teſs endeavoured to reaſon me out of my appre- 
hauenſions concerning the Marquis. When ſhe 
thought we had been long enough abſent, ſhe 
propoſed returning to the houſe: We were going 

to quit the gardens when I perceived the Mar- 
quis walking haſtily towards us. © Louiſa, ſaid 
the, I will leave you; I' ſee by the countenance 
ök de'Reviers he knows his fate, I need not tell 
you ts ſoften his diſappointment.” I promiſed I 


would not ſhock him by one unguarded expreſſion, = 


and ſhe turned down another walk, while I pro- 
ceeded towards the Marquis. He approached 
me with the utmoſt dejeftion. . Louiſa, ſaid he, 
I come to take a final leave of you.” He ſpoke 
wich diſtraction: What do you mean, my 
Lord?“ replied I. | © Ah, cruel girl! exclaimed 
| he, you | know what I mean; I am miſerable ; 
and care not what becomes. of me.” I ſuffered 


him to vent his complaints without interruption, ; 


and when I thought he was leſs agitated; I ſtrove 
to give him comfort; related the Whole of my 
13 | e C 3 | | attachment 


+ 
* 


Reviers, as it was ever actuated by honour and 
 reRtitude,” © No, anſwered he, I do not; 1 


54 FEMALE 5TABILITY, 


attachment with the utmoſt axplicitneſy, a my 
reaſons for not doing it before. He liſtened 
to all I faid with great attention, and ſeemed 
affected at ſeveral parts of the detail ; eſpecially 
when I deſcribed the miſery I experienced at 
leaving England without be leave of Free- 
mer. Ah, Miſs Somners, ſaid he; (when I had 


done ſpeaking) you have felt the anxiety of 


love; ſurely you muſt pity me. Ido, my Lord, 
ſincerely pity all who feel that agitating paſſion, 
eſpecially your Lordſhip ; my heart has often la- 


boured under the moſt poignant: ſenſations of 
Four account; yet, I feared to make you my 


confident. You cannot blame my conduct, De 


only am to blame. Oh, Louifa! continued he, 
taking my hand, would I had never ſeen you | 


f | cannot; bear the idea of loſing you. The ve- 


ry thought' is madneſs.” | He: walked from me 
in the greateſt diſtreſs. I followed him, and laid 
my hand on his arm; We will not part, my 
Lord: I ever loved you as a friend, and will 
continue to do ſo. Vou once flattered me with 


dune proſpect of ſeeing you in England: may 1 
not hope you will fulfil that engagement? 


And will you ſuffer me to ſee you in England? 
replied he, will not the happy Freemer grudge 


me the pleaſure of your friendſhip?” No, my 


Lord, he will not; he is the moſt generous of 


. Peer e e e ob. 
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"tained a friend of fuch worth. « Well then, I 


will viſit you in England, where your father talks 
of ſoon returning. Ah, Louiſa! how ſhall I 
part with you? I am the moſt miſerable of men.” 


I ſtrove to give him comfort, but in vain! He 


inſiſted, no human diſappointment was greater 


than his. When he grew calm, I related to him 
the ſtory of your unhappy love. Will you for- 
give me, Adeline, for making your misfortunes 
known to the Marquis ? I think you will, when 


you are. informed they had the effect I wille. | 


He wondered at your ſufferings, but at your pa- 


tience more. In pitying you, his own difap- 


pointment ſeemed: loſt. I ſhould like to fee 
this lady, Miſs Somners: perhaps ſhe would re- 
ard me with a degree of friendſhip, as having 


ſuffered; like herſelf, from love.?“ When you 


come to England, my Lord, I will introduce 
you to Miſs Belville, who is the moſt lovely and 


i accompliſhed woman in the world.” I then read 


to him ſeveral of your letters, with which he was 
enchanted. ' Finding this method had a good ef- 


: fest on him, T promiſed to let him know more of 
| your extraordinary character; and we returned 


to the houſe. * The Marquis frequently lamented 


his miſery in the moſt pathetic terms, and talked 
of leaving Montpelier; but I perſuaded him to 


the contrary, telling him his abſence would give 


me great uneaſineſs. This declaration induced 
him to lay aſide his intention. As Ke led me 
| ** thy parlour I trembled exceſſively: the Mar- 


C4 quis 
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dis chſerved it, and enquired the reaſon of my 
* agitation. I told him I apprehended his father's 
_ diſpleaſure. % Ah, Louiſa! anſwered he, he is 
r „ only concerned, not angry: it is not in nature 

M3 be diſpleaſed with you.” He opened the door: 
due old Marquis aroſe, and took my hand: 1 
m heartily ſorry, my dear miſs Somners, ſaid he, 
tor the uncaſineſs you have ſuffered from my fa- 
mily. Impute my behaviour, madam, to che de- 
fire of making an only ſon happy. Had I known 
the real ſituation of your heart, dear as he juſtly 

is to me, I ſhould never have pleaded for him: 
bdiurt ignorance induced me to perſevere; which I 
| fear has cauſed you to paſs: many painful mo- 
ments in this houſe, When I ſhould have wiſhed 
| every thing to have been rendered agreeable. to 
you. But it is now over; and we muſt rely 
on the goodneſs of your diſpoſition ' to pardon 
the perſecution you have received on the Mar- 
quis's acedunt. 1 ſhall ever deplore your loſs as 
a daughter; yet I cannot help admiting the ſtea- 
dineſs of your affection to the gentleman. who 
has been happy enough to obtain your heart: 
and all the reparation I can now make for my 
| 5 former conduct, is, to with you' continued. hap- 
| vp pineſs with him you love; Who, I have heard, is 

| 


a man of great merit.” This generoſity,” my 
Lord, anſwered I, reaſſures my heart, that was 


depreſſed by the fear of having offended you; I 
N 1 with the utmoſt ſincerity, my being the 
8 bange, tho innocent cauſe of unh: rugs 


8 
» . CY 


% 


— 


"FEMALE, STABILITY. 7 


to a man I ſhal] ever eſteem. Had not my heart 
been engaged by the merit of Captain Freemer, 
it would have ſelected the Marquis, from the reſt 
of the world, for its deareſt partner: and ay; 
aſſured, my Fond the livelieſt- gratitude, for che . 
affection he has honoured, me with, will ever re- 
main in indelible characters, wiule it continues ww 
beat. To be reſtered again to the good opinion 
of your Lordſhip and my father, gives me the 
moſt ſenſible pleaſure. Every painful moment 
I bave paſſed at Monipelier halt be for ever ob- 
Iiterated from my memory. * Amiable girl, 
ſaid the Counteſs, this behaviour is what I ex- 
pected from Lauf FLery hour, my Louiſa, endears | 
you more to me.” * And fo it does to me, an- 
ſwered my father ; I am ſorry, my love, I was 
not more gentle with you: this explanation might 
then have long ago taken place.“ „Ah, my 
dear fir, replied I, yo have « ever been the beſt of 
fathers; the fault was mine, in concealing any 
thing from ſo indulgent a parent: your goodneſs 
overpowers me.” 4 Compoſe yourſelf, my 
Louiſa, replied he ; from this hour your uneaſi- 
neſs is at an end. 1 am ſorry things have been 
carried ſo far: but I flattered myſelf time might 
have done much for the Marquis, as I imagined 
your affections diſengaged ; but as I now find to 
the contrary, I will no longer perſiſt in deſiring 
you to favor De Reviers, though I ſhall ever de- 
plore his ill ſucceſs: no man breathing would 
ks Fees ber NS Fs. in the bond 
e . Cs ſon- 


n FEMALE STABILITY. 


ſon-in-law.” | Theſe words raiſed 'my PR! 
ſpirits, and I thanked my father with the utmoſt 
gratitude for his indulgence ; though, in conſi- 


_ {eration of the Marquis, I ſuppreſt my joy in a 


great degree. When my father had ceaſed ſpeak- 


ing to me, he went to the window where De 


Reviers ſtood, and talked to him for ſome time. 


I could not diſtinguiſh what®they faid, till the 
- Marquis raiſed his voice, and made 755 this an- 


ſwer. Be affured, Mr. Somners, I fhall ever 
look on you as my ſincereſt friend: though I am 
miſerable, my heart fill retains ſome principles 


of gratitude, . and will ever acknowledge your 
goodneſs. Had your lovely daughter given me 


ber hand, I ſhould have thought myſelf infinitely 
| obliged to you: and, as things are fituated, my 
obligations are not leflened.” He ſighed deeply; 
my father ſeemed affected; I was really ſo: in- 
deed, every perſon preſent ſhared his at, 


The: old Marquis and the Counteſs ſtrove to al- 


leviate his concern by the moſt ſenſible arguments. 


He heard them with attention, but replied, * his 


_ "heart pleaded againſt them.” His dejection was 
wee only allay to my happineſs. A deut paſſed 
away with agreeable expedition: every day I had 


the pleaſure of ſeeing myſelf reinſtated in my fa- 
ther's love. He frequently deplored the. ſeverity 
of his former behaviour, and condeſcended to ſay 


1 had not deſerved it. Oh, Adeline! 1 cannot- 
expreſs to you by words the joy which filled my 


heart on this delightful change. I once more 
| | looked - 


looked forward to happineſs; and anticipated our 
return to England with heart-felt pleaſure. The 
amiable Counteſs always indulged me in talking 
of that dear ſpot, and deplored her departure from 
it in the moſt pathetic language: ſhe, as weil as 
the reſt of the family, ſought, by every method 
their affection” could fugpeſt, 'to"baniſh* the me- 
lancholy of the Marquis. He avoided all their 
ſolicitude, and never appeared but when ther: 
was an abſolute neceſſity. His apparent miſery 
occaſioned me infinite uneaſineſs: I would have 
done any thing in my power to reſtore him to 
tranquility, and urged every argument I could 
think of, to render him more contented with his 
fate. To me he attended: but my endeavgurs 
were not -crowned with ſucceſs. A few * 
ſince, as I was walking alone in the gardens, he 
eame to me: as I did not expect him, I ffarted » 
at his appearance. He looked pale and un- | 
happy. I was affected, and turned from him. 
Louiſa, ſaid he, in a melancholy tone, I have 
been endeavouring to bring my mind to bear the 
= of loſing you; but I find it will diſtract , 
: I love you more than ever.” Alas my 
Lord; anſwered I, why will you thus indulge a 
hopeleſs paſſion? Call your reafon to your aid, 
and conquer your unfortunate prepoſſeſſion. 
Ah, charming Louiſa, replied he, ſighing, 
could I once obtain that victory over my heart, 
1 might again be happy. But it is impoſſible. 
I cannot ceaſe to adore you. Pity my ſenſati- 
5 | ons; 
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ons; they are involuntary. I. know you never 


can be mine: but I have ſo long cheriſhed the 
dear idea, that the cruel certainty of your being 
ahother's will break my heart.“ His accent, 
countenance _nd manners were moving, beyond 
deſcription. © How unfortunate. | am, I, my 
Lord, to be the. cauſe of this diſtreſs} my heart 


is oppreſſed with ſorrow for your ſituation, and. I 


e relieve your anxiety, were it in my pow- 

r.“ „ thank you, Miſs Somners, replied. he: 
„ I was born to be miſe- 
rable. You ſay you would do all in your power 


do relieve my anxiety: aceept then this repreſen- 


tative of a man Who truly adored you; and ſuffer 
me to think you will ſometimes beſtow, a thought 


on me, amid your happine's with. Captain Free- 


mer. The knowledge that you will not baniſh 


me entirely from your remembrance, will be an 


alleviation to my fufferings. And when I have 


- conquered mplelf | ſo far as to behold you (with- 


aut madneſs ) 1 in the arms of another, 1 wall ſee 


you in England. He gave me his picture in 
x miniature, ſet round with diamonds. 14 would 


not pain him by a refuſal, and therefore took it. 


For this valuable preſent, my Lord, receive 


my warmeſt thanks. I ſhall ever look: on this 
pourtrait with real pleaſure ; and while I reflect « on 


3 


the any obligations I have to the original, I 
mall ſincerely deplore the waywardneſs of his 


2272 * | Believe me, De Reviers, my happineſs 
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8 and contented.” My acceptance. of his. picture 


ſeemed to delight bim. 1 turned the diſcourſe. to 
leſs intereſting ſubjects; and he appeared more 
compoſed than I had ſeen him ſince the diſcovery 
of my attachment to F reemer. We were joined 
by the Counteſs, who expreſſed her ſatisfaction 
at the alteration, in the Marquis; and by every | 
ſenſible endeavour "ſtrove to preſerve his cheer- 
fulneſs. He appeared touched with what the 
ſaid,” and -promiſed to gain a more compoſed 
frame of mind, if that was poflible :, but 1 
fears. madam, continued he, it is not to be ob- 
tained. An attachment ſo ſtrong as mine can 
never be conquered. Lou know not, my 
Lord, anſwered the Counteſs, what your reſolu- 
tion weill. overcome, till you are put to the trial · 
T1; acknowledge, to conquer a prepoſſeſſion is 
very difficult; nay, 1 do not think it poſſible to 
de entirely got the better of: yet time will ſoften 
the. wound, and make it more tolerable; I can 
experimentally fay ſo. No one has ſuffered more 
from love than myſelf; yet I ſurvived; and am 
not abſolutely. miſerable; though, for many years, 
1,underwent the moſt acute anguiſh. Vet I was 
_ obliged. to conceal the feelings of my heart from 
the Count de Clairville. He loved me paſſid- 
.nately, and had a right to all my gratitude.” 
She ſtopped: and, finding ſhe was ſilent, the 
Marquis | addreſſed. ber; I have frequentiy 
wiſhed, Madam, to know the material incidents 
e de e 1 W "+4 | 
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before we could enter again on the topic, we 
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8 the Seither tien, it will be doubly aiptveablo | 
at this juncture. 1 ſeconded bis requdſt with 


every entreaty T could think of; and the Coun- 
teſs promiſed to gratify our euriohty in the "af- 
ternoon, when my father and the Marquis were 


pfeſent. You will find, de Reviers, cohtinued 


this excellent woman, youare not the only one made 
unhappy by a tender difappointment ;, and T hope 
you will glean fome entertainment from what 1 


have to relate. T know nothing aſſiſts ſo much 
in driving melancholy from the mind, as being 


"intereſted in the fate and misfortunes of others: 


therefore, though the detail muſt unavoidably give 


me much pain, yet will I with pleaſure enter on 
it, in hopes of © baniſhing your dejection for a 
moment.“ The Marquis thanked her with the 
-utmoſt politeneſs, for her attention to him: and, 


were ſummonſed to dinner; which was no ſooner 


"oper; than-the Marquis" reminded Mam de 


. theſe yang people; faid he, addrefiivig the old 
Marquis and Madam de Belſleur, to relate to 
them all that has happened to me, from the time 


Lady, bende b ef know 
my brother wiſhes to hear it. They both af- 
"ſured her nothing would give them greater plea- 
with the parti 
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NY Adeline, I will give you we Counteſs's 
hiſtory in her own words. Aſter ſome recol- 
lection, ſhe began as follows, ane 4 en 
e er?: a, Boe a 
| «+ I noel nie tte on the lee 10 en- 
joyed for many years in England, after my union 
with Colonel Somners, as it was well known to 
you: I will therefore go on from the time of 8 
leaving the dear ſcenes of my ſelicity. — After 
our parting with you at Dover, I- urged" every 
argument my reaſon could ſuggeſt, to greece 
the Colonel to continue in England, and reſign 
his commiſſion. 80 far did my affection lead 
me, that I forgot his honor, and liſtened only to 
the dictates of love. Though y Edward ſtea- 
Aily withſtood all my entreaties, he anſwered me 
with the utmoſt tenderneſs.” He repreſented in 
the moſt pathetic manner the odium which would 
be caſt on his name, if he quitted the army; af- 
ſured me no other conſideration ſhould deter him 
from making me happy; but, that his honor was 
dearer to him than his life. I ſaw the ſtruggles 
in his breaſt between the tenderneſs of his regard 
for me, and love for his country: I therefore 
forbore to mention a reſignation that muſt coſt 
him ſo dear, though my heart was oppreſſed with 
the utmoſt deſpair. We don atrived in France. 


My Edward prepared for immediate action. As 


the war had been of a long eontinuance, it was 
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ſituation of my heart I cannot deſcribe to you, 
| when 1 found the armies were ſo ſoon to engage. 
The appearance of the Colonel at the Engliſh 
camp ſeemed to give univerſal ſatisfaction. He 
was eſteemed by all the officers, and adored by 
his men; they were all in high ſpirits, and de- 
clared they entertained not the leaſt doubt of 
victory. This delighted my dear Somners; who 
was a ſoldier by nature, I never remember. to 
have ſeen him ſo elevated as the night before the 
engagement. As to myſelf, no words can do 
jultiee to my ſeelings: my ſad heart preſaged the 
fatal cataſtrophe of my huſpand, and I was on 
the verge of diſtraction. He ſtrove to baniſh my 
apprehenſions, and inſpire me with hope that he 
ſhould eſcape the fury of the battle. But all his 
tenderneſs could urge, had no effect on my mind. 
In vain I endeavoured to get the better of my 
dejection for his ſake; I ſunk beneath my fears, 
and was the moſt miſerable, of women. When 
he took leave of me, all kind of fartitude fled ; I 
hung about him, kneeled, and begged he would 
not leave me. His reſolution ſeemed a moment 
to deſert him, when; he | beheld my - agonizing 
emotions; and he was quite ſoftened. 4 Break 
not my heart, Maria, exclaimed he; I cannot 
bear your tears. I hope, for your ſake, heaven 
vill preſerve me: but, if it ſhould have fated me 
to fall, think I died nobhly; and, as a foldier 
ſhould, in the defence of my king and country.“ 
5 O1 2 _ 66 will m_ 
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be to my affliction, if I am deſtined to loſe: you? 
Attend to the entreaties of your Maria, my 
deareſt Edward; quit this: vile land; and ſeek 
ſome. deſert, where we may live free from the 
plagues of . war.” 4 Alas f my poor miſtaken 
Love, replied he, thy affection leads. thee to think 
of things impoſſible. No, Maria: I am incapa- 
dle of flying. I feel for your ſorrow moſt acute- 
ly: and, while I contemplate! your anguiſh,” my 
heart ſwells with the fondeſt loye: but love -muft 
yield to honour. . 1 ſhall return, moſt amiable of 
women, with glory to your arms. Look for- 
Ward, my Maria, with hope; and depend on it, 
before the ſun declines, we ſhall be erowned with 
victory. Ah I. no, cried I: I. ſhall, ſee you 
n Moes Never, never, hall 1 again. behold!” 
could not proceed. My emotions over- 
came me, and I, fainted: one fit ſucceeded ano- 
ther, for ſeveral hours. When I came to my- 
ſelf, I enquired for the Colonel. My Woman 
told me he: had been gone ſome time, and gave 
Fe ee eee ee 
Iwo from het et Ss Fama: ty 
2 rennen 
her, preſent trials with ſome degree of reſolution: 
I flatter myſelf they will be ſoon over; and before 
many hours are elapſed, I ſhall, fly, impatienti7 
to her arms, and lay my; laurels at her feet. The 
armies ate now. within ſight of each other. 1 go | 
ee eee Ei 


* 
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fall; it is nobly ; but for you, it would not 
make me uneaſy; though on your dear account 
I pray to be preſerved. | The idea of my Maria 
will prevent me from raſhly hazarding my life. 
Adieu. Mere . chides my delay. Heaven 
e #34 N "TR 5 LS 

oo T6. Sounzns.” 


ats. l Tbedened with 47 ue W 
ſome time I continued in a ſtate of racking uncer- 
tainty, till I was rouzed from my lethargic grief 
by the ſound of victory. A momentary hope poſ- 
ſeſſod my heart that my Edward might have 
ſoapeck the fury of the battle. While I wait- 
ed with ankibus expectation, a- ſetvant (of the 
Feen the room. I. read the horror 
| my fate in bis countenance; but was un- 
a _— "Oh, Madam, "ſaid-he,” my 
| dear maſter is killed.” - "Frantic with grief, I 
Jeft che houſe; 1 field of 
battle. I met the body of my Edward born by 

: our of his men. This ſight had nearly rob- 
bed me ef my reaſon; I fuſhed forward not 
knowing what I did, and was preſently ſur- 
Tounded? by the French, "who bore me t0 their 

tent. Cut to te foul for d 

fradble 10f8 I had ſuſtained,” I felt not this new 
misfortune; I cared not what became of me. 

| The people about me behaved wich great hu- 
manity. Bereft of happineſs, enquired not 
* wann a pri- 


foners | 


foner ; but that knowledge gave me no; unea- 
ſineſs; I. was dead to every ſenſation but grief | 
I could: not think of the horrid fate of my ador- 
ed Somners without diſtraction. When I had 
been in the French camp four days, I was vi- 
ſited by a gentleman of an elegant deportment: 
He informed me, he was General of the French 
army, and was much concerned at my misfor · 
tunes. Aſſured me, I ſhould meet with every 
| „ in their paſſeſſion. 
J thanked him for the of his con- 
duct; and told him, life was a matter of-indif- 
ference to me, as I was deprived of happineſs, 
The Count de Clairville (for it was him) fym- 
pathiſed in my miſery; and ſtrove to abate mx 
grief by every friendly and humane endeavours 
From this nobleman I received numberleſs civi» 1 
Jities during the time I was priſoner in his tent. 
Seen frienuſhip a ſolace to my afflic- | 1 
tian. me with the moſt flattering diſ 1 
tingions | lamented my dear Somners with a | 
degree of feeling Llittle enpetind to find in an 
enemy. The peace was ſome time coneluding, 
which obliged me to receive many obligations 
from the Caunt. As I. had left my former reſt» 
dence ſo precipitately,” I was entirely without 
money or neceſſaries; theſe in the moſt delicate | 
manner he ſupplied me with: By his. means 'T | 
was provided with mourning and every thing T 
wanted. When I had been with him for ſome 
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ben with England, he propoſed to me retir- 
ing into a nunnery. I have a friend, ma- 
| dam, faid he, that is the ſuperior of a Convent, 
| he is a very worthy and ſenſible woman; and 
if you will give me leave I will once 
you to ber; I am certain it will be more 

a agreeable to you than being in à camp. I 
thanked him, and readily ' acquieſced in his pro- 
poſal, at the ſame time telling him I hoped it 
would ſome time be in my power to repay him 
for all the trouble and expence I had oceaſion- 
ed hun: he made me a very polite anſwer; and 
nid, he would immediately ſend to prepare the 
Abbeſs of St. Catherine 's for my reception; ſoon 
after this he informed me he would attend me 


| aſſured him nothing could obliterate it from my 
= memory. © While I have life, my Lord, conti- 
| nued I, I ſhall remember your uncommon kind- 
-nefs ; how few would have been capable of ſuch 
3 diſintereſted condult * - My obligations are un- 
returnable 


e 


goodnefs,” fe reſpectfully kiſſed my 
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returnable, and. tho? my heart is dead to al 
molt every ſenſation, it is ſtill alive to grati- 
tude,” Say not a word of obligations, ma- 


dam, anſwered he, you owe me nothing; if I 
have contributed to your ſatisfaction, it is a ſuf- 


ficient Faun z L rejoice that 1 had it in my power 
to teſtify my veneration for worth like yours, tho! 
I deplore the hard deſtiny of fo amiable a la- 
dy: the goodneſs of your diſpoſition, madam, in- 
duces. me to hope the requeſt I am about to 


make will, be granted; it is no more than to 
obtain your. permiſſion. for beholding you when 
the tumults of the war are over.“ 4 I' ſhall 
ever rejoice. to ſee my benefactor, my Lord, re- 
plied I, and ſhould have made the requeſt if 


you had not. I cannot” expreſs to you, 


madam, how much I am delighted, With 


%% ſhall avail myſelf of the privilege you have 
given me, and wait on you the firſt opportu- 
nity; in the mean time give me leave to beg 


your acceptance of this trifle, - (preſenting me 


2 purſe): you may want money. If this 


ſhould not be ſufficient, favour me with a line 


and you ; ſhall be ſupplied with any ſum you 
pleaſe to name. 4 I as much affected with 
this generoſity, and expreſſed my acknowledg- 
ments in broken and incoherent ſentences:-- 


The Count obſerved my emotion and politely 


took; his leave, begging me to be compoſod, 


and not regard a matter ſo unimportant, When 


1 
* 


a 


. 
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he wis gofte, the Abbeſs came to the and ſtrove 
by every kind endeavout t6 amuſe my melan- 
- Choly. She ſhewed me the houſe and gardens, 
ntroditet me to the Nuns, many of whom 
were very agreeable. She repreſented the fault 
of an over-indulgence of melahcholy, and en- 
treated me to be reſigned to the diſpenſations of 
providence, I could not anfwer her argu- 
ments; but ſtill my heart was the prey of ſor- 
row. When I had been in the Convent for 
ſome titne, I began to be more reſigned, though 
J ſtill regretted my Edward with real concern; 
yet I was not ſo miſerable às before I came 
chere: this che Abbeſs "obſerved with pleaſure, 
and encouraged” as much as poffible the frame 
of mind I had obtained.---I conſtantly attend- 
ae their maſs, and though I. was a ſtrict pro- 
teſtant, and am ſo now, I had no objection 
to their worſhip, except in a few particulars, 
and thoſe I ever avoided, There were many 
amiable women in this retirement, and they una- 
nimouſly ſtrove to make me more contented 
with my fate. Their endeavours had the deſired 
effect. I enjoyed a degree of compoſure which 
had been a ſtranger to my mind ſince the death 
of the colonel ; — 1 his loſs was 
not abated,” it was more moderate and refigned- 
I had got the better of that exceſſive ſorrow 
which at firſt aſſailed my heart, and it ſettled 
into an habitual melancholy; the peaceful ſe- 
renity which reigned in the cloiſter, tended to 
"A f eencreaſe 
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received no anſwer, which made me very un- 
eaſy . When I. had, been in the Convent a 


years the Count de Clairville came to viſit me; 


] received him as he merited, with the utmoſt 
diſtinction: he told me the peace with England 
was concluded, and I was no longer a priſoner; 


if I choſe immediately to. return to my native 


land, he would attend me; yet he could not ſup- 
preſs a wiſh that I would condeſcend to favour 


him with my company a little longer i in France, - 


] have a ſiſter, madam, ſaid he, that would re- 
j oice to receive you as her gueſt if you will honour 
us ſo far.” Certainly, my Lord anfwered I, 

you have conferred ſo many obligations on me, 


that I ſhould be the moſt ungrateful of wo- 
men not to grant this triffing requeſt,” The | 


Count Was tranſported ' with my compliance, 
and I ſoon after took leave of the Convent 


wich infinite regret,” and with him ſet forward 


for his country feat, which was a. conſiderable 
A Hes Grup: His ſiſter receiyed us with 
infinite good nature and politeneſs ; her * 
viour to me was captivating to a fegt 0s 
thirg that "ſhe thought might tend 7 

this. noble 


me | was - omitted ; de Husen 0 


manſion was delightful; Every beauty of crea« 


tion ſurrounded it, which, joined to the endea- 
youts of the amiable inhabitants, made my y time. 


paſs! wy plafingly.” When 1 had been ſome 


months 
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enereaſe this turn of mind. I des my! dear 
brother, both to you and Mrs, Somners, but 


. 
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months * this houſe, I blerved er 
grew melancholy. I mentioned it to His ſiſter; 
me ſaid, it was an obſervation ſhe had made 
herſelf with infinite concern, and had in vain 
ſought to find out the cauſe of it- u de- 
jection continued to encreaſe; the advice of 
ſeveral phyſicians was aſked, but his diſorder 
baffled their ſkill ; they in general thought ita 
conſumption. The: decline of this amiable man 
gave me real concern; 1 fought to do him 
every good office in my power, as a ſmall re- 
turn for what he had laviſhed- on me: the de- 
fre I ſhewed to oblige him appeared to give him 
| infinite fatisfaQtion, which determined me not 
to return to England at the time I propoſed, | 
I informed Madam de Clairville of my inten- 
tion, with which ſhe was delighted, and thank- 
ed me for the regard I, ſhewed. to her. bro- 
ther's happineſs. I wrote again to you, and 
hoped to have had an anſwer, but none ever 
_ reached, my hands -The Count continued ill, 
though no one could find out his, complaint. 
One day as I was entreating him to have ſome 
. for his health, he anſwered with the ut- 
Won, he did. not wiſh, for life. — 54 


4. 
concern at his deſpondeney with 1 2 
of friendſhip: my expreſions ſeemed. to ani- 
mate him; "« and ts you, Mrs. Somners, faid he, 
_ with for my bt if I thought fo, 1 would en- 
deavour MR” 7 « Why: W ſhould you 
. int j imagine 
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imagine the contrary, anſwered: I, have I not 
reaſon to wiſh your welfare? Encouraged by 
theſe words, he diſcovered the cauſe; of his un- 


eaſineſs; acknowledged he had long loved mo 


with the utmoſt violence: he concluded with of- 

fering me his hand and fortune; conjured me in 
the tendereſt manner not to be offended nor 
withdraw myſelf from his houſe; as either circum- 
ſtance would inevitably bring him to the grave. 
Thunder- ſtruck at a declaration fo unexpected, 


I was unable to anſwer for ſome moments. 
Alas! my Lord, faid I, what can I ſay to 


your generous propoſal? I have no words to ex- 


preſs my feelings; but your requeſt i is of a nature 
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that I can never grant; my heart is dead to 


love. Vour merit deſerves the warmeſt return 


of affection, and that is not in my power to 


give yeu. Colonel Somners was the only 


man that ever excited tender emotions in my 


boſom; and no other will ever poſſeſs my heart.“ 


Ah! charming Maria, replied: hey this anſwer 
I dreaded, I knew your affection for Colonel 
Sommers; and I was convinced, wretched Clair- 


ville was doomed to miſery but I am content; 


death will ſoon end my ſorrows; and I ſhall no 
longer diſturb your quiet.“ He ſpoke with the 
utmoſt deſection. Before I co] anſwer, his 
ſiſter came into the room: ſhe ſaw we were en 
gaged in a particular converſation,” and begged 
to know what it was: her brother informed her, 
at the ſame time A interceſſion in 
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his favour; « If you u wiſh me to live, my dear 
Tereſa, faid he, move that lovely woman to 
pity me: ſhe is the cauſe of my miſery. For 
ſeveral weeks I withſtood their united perſuaſi- 
ons; wearied at length, the Count ug to 
refign his own wiſhes to make me happy. 

no longer mentioned his paſſion; but his — 
daily grew worſe, and his phyſicians gave him 
over. Madam de Clairville begged I would pre- 
ſerve her brother's life, and ſave her from diſtrac- 
tion: overcome by her affection for him, / ſhe 
(threw herſelf at my feet, and vowed ſhe would 
never riſe till I conſented. to be his wife. I was 
unable to withſtand her pleadings, and promiſed 


0 Side my hand to the Count: her joy was now 


as extravagant as her grief had been before: ſhe 
called me the preſerver of her happineſs; and 
'flew with tender expedition to inform the Count 
of her ſucceſs. You may imagine the effect her 
information had on him: from that hour he 
mended; and in a few weeks was perfectly reco- 
vered. His behaviour to me was a ſeries of paſ- 
ſionate fondneſs, © I had conſented to give him 
my hand, yet my heart regarded him only as a 
friend: I felt a repugnance at the thought of be- 
ing his wife, though I expreſſed it not: the idea 
of my beloved Sommers aroſe to my imagination, 
and 1. wept- continually when I was alone. A 
day was fixed, and we were married. No words 
can convey to you the joy of the Count, nor 
bn * N in juſtice to hĩs affection 


wil l I bon- 
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t concealed as much as was in my power. He 


generouſly endeavoured to remove my dejection 


by indulging every wiſh, Sometimes he would 
talk of my Edward, and praiſe his exalted cha- 
racter. This generous conduct effectual y ex- 


cited my gratitude, and my behaviour was ſuch 


as gave him entire ſatisfaction. In compliance 
to my deſire, he reſigned the command of the 
French army. I again wrote letters to England, 
but never received any anſwer. I would have 


come to my native land to ſeek: vou and Mrs, 


Somners, had not the Count entreated I would 
not, as he could not accompany me, being 
obliged to go into Turkey to ſee a relation who 
had brought him up. As-I found my intention 
made him miſerable, I refigned all 'thoughts of 
it, and with my huſband quitted France for 
Conſtantinople. When he had been there ſome 
months, Madam de Clairville ſuddenly died of a 


fever. The Count joined me in lamenting this 


amiable woman. Soon after her diſſolution, we 


left the dominions of the Grand Signior, and ſet 


out for Italy, where we remained during the re- 
mainder of the Count's life. When we had been 


in Italy eight years, I accidentally met with a 


I had formerly known in England: 


be informed mes both you and my ſiſter had been 
dead ſome time, and had left an infant daughter 


under the guardianſhipof Sir Edward Belville. This 
information gave me the moſt heart-rending di- 


— 


ſtreſs: the Count ſtrove to alleviate my ſorro 


ME” in 


— 
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in the tendereſt manner: we viſited almoſt every 
place in Italy and Germany which was worthy 
obſervation, as he thought change of ſcene might 
diſpel the gloom which opprefled my ſpirits. 
Convinced of your death, I gave up all thoughts 
of returning to England, and never after wrote to 
any perſon in it. I would have forgot the very 
name, had it been poſſible; but my memory 
dwelt with penſive pleaſure on the happineſs I 
experienced, before I quitted that once loved ſpot. 
Nothing very material happened after this, during 
the life of my huſband. . For many years his 
_ -health was in à terrible ſtate: I attended him 
-with the moſt unwearied diligence, and-ſincerely 
lamented his death, which happened two years 
ago. His love exiſted to his expiring moment 

with the ſame fervency I had ever known it. 
His uncommon affection induced him to leave 
me the whole of his immenſe fortune, As I was 
no releaſed from every tie which before de- 
tained me in France, 1 determined to diſpoſe 
of my landed property, and return to England: 
but, in reſpect to the memory of the Count, I re- 
Aolved to ſpend the year of my mourning in the 
Convent of Saint Catharine : after ſettli ng my af- 
fairs, thither I went. The abbeſs, wt wars der 
loved me, was happy at my return, and endea- 
voured to perſuade me to continue in France: 

but I was determined to return to England, in 
hopes of finding your daughter. Thus was I 
ſituated, when one day Madam de. Reviers told 
ö n | me 
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me he expected a lady at the convent. When 
ſhe came, her features ſtruck me with wonder; 
fo fimilar were they to Elvira's: when I heard 
her name, I no longer doubted; but knew. ſhe -. 
was my niece. I could not hide my emotions at 
the diſcovery: but I determined to conceal my 
affinity from Louiſa, and under the character of 
friendſhip engage her confidence. For this pur- 
poſe I defired the abbeſs not to give the leaſt hint. 
that might diſcover who I was; as ſhe was the 
only perſon who knew the circumſtances of my 
former life.---I have the ſatisfaction to find in 
the niece of my ever regretted Edward, the beſt 
and moſt accompliſhed of her ſex. This circum- 
ſtance gives me all the pleaſure my heart is capa- 
| ble of receiving, as I ſhall now beſtow my for- 
e IPs 


lere the Counteſs ceaſed ſpeaking, a re- - 
| evived the thanks of the whole company, As 
ſhe was very much affected with the repetition 
of her misfortunes, ſhe aroſe, and ſaid ſhe would 
retire, When ſhe. was gone, my father and the 
old Marquis left the room together. I find, 
charming Louiſa, ſaid the Marquis, I am not the 
only one made unhappy by love; and I muſt 
learn to bear my "ik: The relation you have 
given me of Mits Belville's trials, joined to what 
the Counteſs has juſt told us, makes me almoſt 
aſhamed of myſelf; and J will try to bear my 
3 bettdr. "This determination 
5 makes 
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makes me infinitely” happy, my Lord, anſwered 
I; to hear you have entirely got the better of 
this fatal prepolieſſion, will take à heavy load 
from my heart.” © Alas! adorable Louiſa, faid 
he, I fear the taſk will be too much for me to | 
undertake; my love is interwoven with my ex- 
iſtence, nor-ſhall I ever conquer it while I live.” 
I ftrove to argue him out of that idea, but in 
vain : however, I have great hopes from time; 
the Marquis is of a very ſuſceptible nature, and 
may meet with ſome lady more worthy, who 
will engage his heart, and make him forget thy 
' Louiſa: ſincerely do I wiſh it: I have no allay 
to my happineſs but him. I muſt break off, my 
Adeline; an opportunity offers of conveying this 
to England, where I ſhall ſoon follow it. My 
father and the Counteſs are impatient to return; 
and you will imagine I oppoſe not their deſire: 
a ſhort time will bring me to the arms of love 
and friendſhip; and then adieu to France, T hope 
for ever. I dread the parting with poor De Re- 
viers: heaven reſtore his tranquility, and I have 
nothing more to wiſh. - Ah, my Adeline, how | 
do I anticipate the pleaſure of ſeeing you! I 
have not time to write my happineſs to Freemer. 
Read him this letter, and make him, who is the 
partner of my heart, ſharer in my joy. Adieu, 
muy deareſt Adeline; my next greeting will be in 
- ney till which time I am Town een 
M Leung SoMNERs. ; 
i Mi 
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Fu Send you, my beloved Lady Thompfon, the 
laſt letter of Miſs Somners's. At length her 
troubles are over, and ſhe has a proſpect of hap- 
pineſs. May, nothing intervene. to make her 
again uneaſy ! but the uncertainty of temporal 
things is ſuch, that I never depend on any thing: 
I have depended too fatally. for my peace; but 
no more of that. I encloſed her letter in a note to | 
Freemer. He came to Portman-ſquare yeſterday | = 
| evening, and ſeemed. entirely abſorbed in the 
ſweet deluſion of happineſs. He has revealed 
his attachment to Sir Richard, who was de- | 
lighted to find Miſs Somners was likely to have = 
a good fortune, and congratulated him on his ; 
happineſs fincerely. That money ſhould thus | 
engroſs a human being, how ſtrange, my Har- 
riet Il. Sir Richard never enquired. either about 
the perſon or accompliſhments of Miſs Somners; 
that ſhe had the proſpect of a large fortune, ſatiſ- 
fied him, and he cared for nothing elle. Mrs. 
Evelin is polite enough to fay ſhe dreads the re- 
turn of my guardian, as it will deprive her of 
my company. I am under many obligations to 
her family, paticularly to Sir Harry: we never 
paſs a day without ſeeing him; he is for ever 
forming little n that he imagines — be 
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agreeable to me. Charlotte Diincaribon will in- 
fit he is influenced by more than friendſhip; but 
1 am certain to the contrary. By the way, ſhe 
dreads the arrival of Miſs Somners, as ſhe muſt 
perform her promiſe to the Colonel, who is elated 
to a degree. When I told her of the happy con- 
cluſion of Louifa's troubles, he was preſent : 
<« 'Fhen, my beloved Charlotte, ſaid he, riſing 
and taking her hand, my probation is nearly 
over by your own appointment.“ «<< Not if you 
give yourſelf airs, I can affure you, George, 
ſaid the with confaſion: true, I promiſed to 
marry you ſome time, but I will not be hur- 
ried.” Her mother and myſelf were entirely on 
te Colonel's fide; and at laſt we brought her to 
' abide by the promiſe ſhe had made to give her 
hand to Medway, when Louiſa does her's to 
Freemer. The happineſs of . George i is not to 
be deſeribed: he is more tender in his behaviour 
to her than before. This appears to have fome 
effect on Miſs Duncannon; and though ſhe will 
not acknowledge it, 1 believe ſhe is not diſpleaſed 
that the form of fixing a day is over. I never 
ſaw a family more rejoiced in my life than theirs 
on this occaſion, The Colonel has wrote to Sir 
William, whom they expect in town very ſoon, 
| Charlotte behaves cher better, but fill too 
Tively : however, her lover makes no complaints: 
1 hope they will be” bappy ; i they are both poſ- 
ſeſſed of requiſites for it, if they do not abuſe 
them, I have no r but from the 
| OE Saler y 
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gaiety of her diſpoſition, which I hope * love 


for Medway will regulate. I am impatient for 
the return of my Louiſa. I, find the ſervants 


have orders to prepare the houſe in Groſve- 
| nar 's-ſquare for their reception; ; therefore I 
ſhould imagine they will ſoon be here; for 
which reaſon I have excuſed myſelf from go- 
ing with Mrs. Evelin's family to Myrtle Grove, 
where they. intended to be the week after -this, 


tho' in compliment to me, they have deferred 


their journey till the arrival of Mr. Somners. 
Sir Harry expreſſes great concern that I in- 
| tended leaving his ſiſter's houſe, tho” he hopes 
to have permiſſion to vifit me in Groſvenor's- 
ſquare: I anſwered, I ſhould ever be glad to 
ſee him, and he appeared perfectly. fatisfied. 
Adieu, my deareſt Harriet. Preſent my love 
to Sir James, your mother, Mr. Mortimer; 
"0 believe me * ſlingerely, 

| | Lad foo Apts Bavutz. 


N. 5 Doxcamon .to Ale. Antwon rn. 5 


+ is 7 ; 


| -unfortiniade: Charlotte is inevitably fixed; and ſhe 
is doomed to move in the narrow contracted 
ſphere of matrimony what 1 myſelf planried as 
a preventive has turned out againſt me, and 
nothing but a violation of my word can extti- 
> me- fromthe” ſnare- in plain terms, Miſs 

Ds; Somers 


| 5 | Blonſhury Square. 
| —_-_ lf, my teat Catdlins, dhe fate of of thy 


% 
— r "OA . 1 pan a — 
— * „ 2 — 
- OI IS AERIE Ton - 


il 
1 
ll. 

; 


— 


— — — 
_— — — 


| 

[- 

[ 
| 

| 

l 

| 


c — — ———̃ ᷑ ——W—— —— — - 2 — — 
11 4 : 
: ” . 
1 # i 
* 1 
* . 7 a 
— 4 
i . . 


— 


82 "FEMALE STABILITY. 


| Somners is now on her voyage to England, 
and for the purpoſe of giving her hand to Cap- 


tain Freemer ; that fatal period I fixed for re- 
ceiving bondage, thinking it would never ar- 


rive, and am fairly caught in my own trap; 


the whole houſe rings with my folly : not a 


| foul have I ſeen for theſe three days but wiſhes 


me joy.---Oh, heavens, ſiſter, I am almoſt wor- 
Tied t6 death with congratulations ; let me be- 
feech you and Mr. Aimworth to ſpare me 
this form, and if you muſt fay any thing, let 
it be to condole with me. As to George, he 


has loſt all kind of reſpect, and addreſſes me 


in the familiar ſtile of a huſband already. 


1 fwear I have not heard him call me Miſs 


Duncannon ſince the day was thought on; 


it is always my love, or my dear girl; nay, 


'ſometimes---I can hardly repeat his rudeneſs, 
plain Charlotte! 1 have complained to Mifs 


'Belvitte of this intolerable freedom; the only 
_ Jaughs at me, and by that means encourages 


the wretch in his impudence; upon my word 


there is no enduring his triumph, which he 


calls happineſs; but I think it favours more of 
- inſult ; though, to ſay the truth, I believe he 


would behave better was it not for Adeline and 


"Bit Edward ; they make him believe he does 
right, and the creature is. ſo inſufferably vain, 
he credits every word they fay ; fortunately 
Lord Arundel is now abſent, or I never ſhould 
de able to ſupport their united inſolence---I 


dread 
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5 dread his return; however 1 muſt prepare my . - 


ſpirits for a fiery engagement. Unknown to 
me they wrote to Sir William Medway ; the 
Baronet anſwered the letter in perſon. I was 
ſurpriſed by his ſudden appearance yeſterday i in 
my dreſſing- room without any previous infor- 
s mation; upon my aſking the reaſon, I was 
not informed Sir William was in the houſe: 
the ſervant replied, < the Colonel, madam, ſaid 
it was unneceſlary” —chis circumſtance offend- 
ed me greatly, though I commanded my tem- 
per very well, and received Sir William with 
affection.— My beloved Charlotte, ſaid George, 
(in anſwer j to my ſpeech addreſſed to his 
uncle) Sir William is come to thank ou. for 
making me happy.” Does your uncle need 
one to proclaim his buſineſs, Sir ? anſwered I, 
| you really exegute the office extremely well.” 
Come, come, ſaid Sir William, we will have 
no. falling-out now; I am indeed come to 
thank you for making me happy as well as 
my nephew, which I do heartily; and though 
my gout is now very bad, I would not have 
omitted this civility to have been free from it 
a whole year.” The manner in which theſe 
words were pronounced, entirely baniſhed my 
ill humour for the behaviour of Medway, and 
I told Sir William I was infinjtely happy to 
have given him ſatisfaction. © SatisfaQtion, 
ee girl, is too Poſe. a word; I never 
have 


* 
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have known fuch joy ſince the birth of this 
- Foung ſoldier, and never ſhall again till the 
birth of your ſon.“ I looked down, and 
bluſhed a little, I believe ;” „ nay, ſaid he, for- 
give me, madam, I would not offend you for 
the world; Tam a ſtrange old fellow to be ſure; 
but you muſt be r with my oddities.“ Mike 
no apologies, my dear Sir, anſwered T, 
have a right to ſay what you pleafe” e 
ſeemed delighted with my behaviour to his 
uncle, who is moſt extravagantly fond of ms. 
When my mother came in, they began to talk 
of ſettlements and eſtatesShocked at ſuch hor- 
rid themes I left the room. You cannot ima- 
gine, Caroline, how I am altered, my ſpirits are 
ned, and J am Juſt ſuch a hum- drum crea- 
ture as Medway. To add to my miſery, ſince 
1 engaged to give my hand, I have had an 
offer from a Lord; never was there ſo un- 
lucky a being in the Mond! tis true his Lord- 
ſhip was rather involved, and had too great a 
tendre for the turf: theſe objections would have 
ſunk before the ſound of * my Lady ;” but I was 
engaged, and obliged to reſign the delightful 
ittitle for the plain vulgar appellation of Mrs.“ 
Oz, my horrid, unfortunate ſtars 1 1 vow, Ca- 
'roline, the reflection of what I have loft is 
too much for me, and I am quite in the va- 
pours, as my letter will prove. T can brite 
n * ſo much does the mortifying by 
a b | | _ alle 


affest my Tpirits. Adieu: my nene Miſs Bel- 
ville d Medway, join in love to you and 
Mr. "Aliworth, with your ever affeQtionate 
An * — 


Tag Torso to 2 BxLV IX. 
Em Waed. 


Is return for the * news your laſt 
contained, I will begin this with the joyful 
event of Emilia's marriage with the deſerving 
Arthur; yes, my Adeline, they were yeſterday 
united; our family with that of Aſhley Park 
were preſent at the ceremony, which was per- 
formed by Mr. Nelſon: we ſpent a very agree- 
able day; Sir Robert is delighted with his daugh- 
ter: I need not ſay any thing of Harry's hap- 
pineſs, you will believe that was very great. 
Emilia looked extremely well, and behaved with 
mote reſolution than your Harriet on a ſimi- 
lar ocaſion. After dinner, when the health of 
the bride had been drank, Sir James ventured . 


to mention to Mrs. 'Sydley the name of her 


other daughter, and hinted a reconciliation; fle 

would not hear of it, and vowed never to for- 
give her. + The good- natured Emilia pleaded for 
her with ſiſterly regard, tho? in vain; her mo- 


_ _- "ther remained inexorable, and ſtems to hate her 


now as much as ſhe loved her before. Mrs. 
Arthur however is benefited by it:; ſhe treats 


— 
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her with great affeCtion : the whole family 
will ſoon leave Trout Hall, to ſpend ſome 
time at Mr. Sydley” s ſeat in Somerſetſhire. 
Iam ſorry for it; Emilia would have been a 

very agreeable neighbour to me while I ſtaid at 
Elm-wood : but we cannot have every thing 
juſt as we wiſh. I congratulate you, my amia- 
ble Miſs Belville, on the return of Louiſa: I en- 
joy the idea of again being happy in her pleaſing 
ſociety. Adieu, my beloved girl. Believe me 
to be, with the tendereſt regard, your ſincerely 

affectionate ; 


17 75 HarRIET T HOMPSON. 
Sir Harry EvELIN to . MONTAGUE. 


| Berner Street. 


1 Have again, . incurred the difplea- 
ſure of Miſs Belyille ; the particulars are as fol- 
low : I informed you, Mr. Somners's family 
was expected, and that Adeline propoſed leaving 
Portman-ſquare when they arrived in England. 
This circumſtance really gave me infinite pain, 

as I feared, my opportunities of ſeeing her would 
be leſs frequent. The other morning, as I was 
ſetting alone with her, I expreſſed my concern 
on this head, in the moſt forcible language my 
feelings could ſuggeſt. She anſwered me with 
her accuſtomed ſweetneſs, that ſhe ſhould: be 
ever happy to receive me at the houſe of Mr. 


Som- 
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Somners.” | Elated with the mildneſs of her ac- 


cent, and the kindneſs of her deportment for 
ſome time paſt, I like a fool imagined her for- 
mer averſion to love was conquered, and again 


ventured to mention my paſſion. I ſaw her 


lovely countenance over-clouded : however, as 


I had begun, I reſolved to go through; and 


ſtrove to move her pity. with all the eloquence 
I was maſter of. When I had ceaſed ſpeaking, 
Sir Harry Evelin, faid ſhe, this is indeed 


cruel : you know how I am pained by this diſ- 


courſe, and therefore it is inexcuſable. How 
often muſt I declare to you I never will marry ? 
I had pleaſed myſelf with the idea that you had 
entirely conquered your former regard, and was 
ſeriouſly my friend ; but I find to the contrary.” 
Pardon me, madam, ſaid I, interrupting her; 
no man breathing ever loved like me; I could no 
longer confine it to my own breaſt, Think, 

-Adeline, what I have ſuffered i in obeying your 
hard commands, and pity me. Let me hope you 
will regard my paſſion with a degree of compla- 
cency; it cannot be reſtrained, but will find 
words. How unjuſt is this averſion to marriage, 
my charming Miſs Belville! it cannot beneſit 
Mr. Grenville: why will you then devote your 
youth and beauty a facrifice to grief? While 
I ſpoke, the blood roſe in her fair cheek; her eye 
ſhone with indignation for a moment, but ſoon 
was moiſtened with a tear. I ſaw ſhe. was di- 


fireſſed, and could have curſed my folly. “ Sir 
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Harry, faid ſhe, laying her hand on her ſtays, 
you have pained this oppreſſed heart acutely. 
True, I cannot benefit my Auguſtus by the we- 
ſolution I have made; I cannot call him from 
the ſhades of death; but I can preſerve myſelf 
from greater miſery than heaven has laid upon 
me. My love and faith were his, and his alone; 
nor would I violate them, to become the empreſs 
of the globe. But telling you ſo, is of no ef- 
fect; you obſerve nothing but your own inclina- 
tions, nor heſitate to ſhock me in the tendereſt 
point.“ She leaned her head on her hand with 
emotion, and wiped her eyes. T threw myſelf at 
her feet, © forgive me, Miſs Belville; by all that 
is ſacred, I will not again diſtreſs you. My pre- 
ſent fatal violation of the promiſe T made you 
was owing to the violence of my paſſion. But 
1 will not again infringe your commands; by | 
heavens I will not. Never while you Ray in 
tnis houſe Thall you again hear, the name of love 
from my lips; and, if you will permit me to ſee 
you at Mr. Somers, J engage the fame. I 
never will riſe, Madam, till you pronounce my 
pardon.” „ KRiſe then, anſivere The; again we 
are friends. Why will you thus oblige me to 
forget the mary gates T have received from 
you ? how en Bie 1 in the character of a 
Nerd told you my heart ſtill bleeds for the death 
"6f Mr. Grenvilte; that its deareſt affections are 
| "buried in his tomb? yet you ' will not ceaſe" to 
| addreſs me on a " fibſect you" Envy T-detefſt.” 
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Again I repeated my penitence for what I had 
ſaid; and we parted tolerably reconciled ; though 
I find ſhe does not treat me with that captivat- 
ing openneſs ſhe uſed to do: this makes me 
miſerable. I love her, Montague, almoſt to 


madneſs ; and ſome way ſhe muſt be mine: I 


know it will never be with her own conſent : 
therefore I muſt not be ſcrupulous, but force her 
to be happy. All my art muſt be exerted to 
convince her I am really forry for having of- 
fended her: ſhe is ſo amiably ſoft and gentle, 
that if ſhe thinks my contrition ſincere, ſhe will 
behave with her uſual mildneſs. You ſhall hear 
when my grand ſcheme is ready; but till then 
you muſt ſuſpend your curioſity. I am con- 
cerned to find Emilia is worſe : though my 
thoughts are ſo entirely engaged by Miſs Bel- 


ville, that I can hardly reflect on any thing be- 


ſides. I fend you a bank note for her uſe ; if you 
want more, let me know. When Adeline has 
left this houſe, I ſhall go down to Ritſhbrook 
Caſtle. Fanny has wrote me ſeveral letters: ſhe 


is tired of being alone; and poor Harris does not 

meet her approbation :' the fellow is down in the 
mouth about it. However, I encourage him to 

hope titrte may do great things for him. He is 


really in love eich d the girl; and I think Miſs 


_ Smyth cannot do better. T hall, bring; it about 


when I am there, Let me hear from you ſoon. 


F 1 hope your next will "oy Miſs Ayſcough i is better. 


HENRY EvxLix. 
„ Sp ; Sir 
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"4M the bottom of my en 1 congratu- 
late you, Charles, on your happineſs. Do you 
not bluſh for your former deſpondency? I think 
you ought. I ſuppoſe your Louiſa will ſoon ar- 
rive in England: I am all impatience to ſee her: 
ſne muſt be ſomething extraordinary, to have in- 
ſpired you with love: however, I muſt wait to 
behold the fair one. I have promiſed to ſtay the 
whole ſummer at Elm-wood: and never will be 
worſe than iny word to Lady Thompſon. I can 
ſee my gentle Harriet Jed the ſeparation from 
Mrs. Abinton at this diſtance: I have not taken 
the leaſt notice of it to her, as ſhe ſeems to wiſh 
it concealed. I wonder not that ſhe ſhould 'be 
uneaſy at leaving her, never having been abſent 7 
from her kind protection: joined to her being 
her mother, ſhe is a moſt agreeable friend and 
companion. I ſhall feel infinite regret in parting 
with her myſelf, and can imagine my Harriet's 
ſenſations. At laſt Arthur is happy with his 
Emilia: they have been married a weck. That 
ſtrange old woman, Mrs. Sydley, is doatingly fond 
of them now; they all go next Monday for her 
houſe. By the way, I am not forry Miſs Ar- 
thur is going to leave this part} of the world. 
My virtue is certainly i in Gang: her advances 


are 
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are very plain: and I am never backward in un- 
derſtanding the ladies. The other day at Aſh- 
ley- park we had the moſt entertaining adventure ; 
I can hardly write,it without Iaughing-: the Ar- 8 
thur family was on a viſit to my aunt's; Mrs. 

Abinton, Lady Thompſon and myſelf were like- 
wiſe there. - In the evening we all rambled into 
the park, and ſeparated in parties: chance, and 
chance only on my part, led me near Miſs Ar- 
thur: we walked together ſome time, till we loſt 
ſight, of the company, when coming to a bench 
I aſked my companion to ſit down. | We had 
not been long in that ſituation, before the lady 
obſerved ſhe wiſhed to walk in a grove at the 
extremity of the park. Gallantry obliged me to 
offer my attendance, which was accepted. Thi- 
ther we went; and after tiring ourſelves we ſat 

down at the foot of a tree, and liſtened to the 

harmonious warblings of a nightingale near us; 

the moon was riſing, and hardly peeped above 

the trees, which were gently agitated by the wan- 
ton zephyrs; à ſmall ſtream that runs through 
the grove diſturbed its ſtillneſs, and altogether it 
was moſt aptly calculated for love. I talked to 
the fair one in a briſk ſtyle, and had placed one 
arm round her waiſt, while the other hand held 
her's, when. we were ſuddenly ſurprized by my 
wife and Miſs Betty "Thompſon : the latter 
caught a glance of us before I could ariſe, and 
exclaimed, © Mighty. fine, Sir James; what, you 
are WW; tired of Lady Ae n 


os FEMALE STABILITY. 


and muſt endeavour to ſeduce modeſt women ! I 
always thought you fo, madam, continued ſhe, 
to Miſs Arthur; though it is not very conſiſtent 
with modeſty to be caught in this fituation with 
the huſband of another woman.” © What ſitu- 
ation, madam? ? repeated the other with violence; 
I do not know what you mean.” 4 Mean, Mis 
Arthur] anſwered my aunt; why, you would 
draw my nephew into an intrigue, and make the 
moſt amiable of her ſex miſerable: as for him, 
he does not deſerve the love of ſuch a woman, if 
he can take up with you.” This indignity was 
not to be ſupported. * The lady turned to me, 
and with tears inſiſted I ſhould diſcover what 
had paſſed. I was unable to obey for laughing: 
ſo leaned againſt a tree, and ſuffered the diſpu- 
tants to go on without i interruption. My Harriet 
ſtepped up to me, and in her gentle manner aſk- 
ed what was the matter, with a look of ſurprize, 
as ſhe had not obſerved us. I told her all the 
. circumſtance; and ſhe joined me in laughing at 
the violence of Miſe Betty on ſuch a trifle, I 
propoſed to leave the ladies flily ; ſhe conſented: - 
and taking the beloved of my heart by the hand, 
I led her from the grove. In our way we met 

Arthur and Sydley, who were coming to ſeek us: 
io them we related what happened; and all toge- 
ther returned to the guilty ſpot, where ſtood the 
two ladies in high debate, each loading the other 
with no very genteel epithets. Sydley walked 
to them, and took Miſs Arthur by the arm: 
_— | « Come, 


« Come, come, madam, ſaid he, never mind if 
you and Sir James have heen romping; num- 
bers have done the ſame ; and as long as his 
wife was not here, no 3 has happened: keep 
your own counſel, and he will not tell I will an- 
ſwer for it.” © Sir, faid ſhe with infinite rage, 
I ſcorn your. inſinuations: nothing has paſſed be- 
tween Sir James and me that I am aſhamed to 
relate.” © Oh, I beg your pardon, madam, an- 
ſwered he with a penitent look, I thought your 
amour was of long ſtanding.” This ſpeech ſet 
Miſs Betty a laughing; and with infinite diffi- 
culty we cleared up the whole circumſtance, and 

eſtabliſhed peace -between the offended parties, 
Buy mutual conſent we agreed the matter ſhould. 
remain a ſecret; and ſo it has done for me, I 
aſſure you. Sometimes when I offend Miſs 
Betty, ſhe gives a broad hint concerning it, but 
that is of no conſequence. If it was not for her 
ſourneſs now and then, my life would be one 
continued round of delight. My dear Harriet is 
ſo infinitely charming, that J am fonder of her 
than ever: ſhe is the favourite of all my aunts, 


and arbitreſs in every diſpute; yet ſhe never of- 


ſends any of them. Mr. Mortimer is as fond of 
her, as he- would be of his own child. Every 
one Who knows her, admires and reveres her vir- 
tues. Adieu. Let me know when Miſs Som- 
ners is ſafe in England, and the reception her 
father gives you; if that is as you wiſh, your 
5 8 * W your devoted 
JAMES THOMPSON. 


Mij 
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| Miſs BerLvitLe t Lady THOMPSON. 


Grofoener- $ quart, 


Furz family of Mr. Somners are arrived, my 
dear Harriet; they came yeſterday: As I Was 
ſitting at dinner a: ſervant brought me a note 
from Louiſa, begging to ſee me immediately; I 
apologiſed to Mr. and Mrs. Evelin for my abrupt 
departure; telling them the reaſon, they readily 
_ excuſed me, and taking a haſty leave I ftep- 
ped into Mr. Somners's coach, and ordered them 
to drive home directly; they obeyed, and I 
was preſently at the door. Without waiting for 
the ſtep being let down I jumped out, and was 
inſtantly in the arms of Mr. Somners. My 
Adeline, ſaid he, how happy I am to ſee you!“ 
I then flew to Louiſa; we continued a mo- 
ment filent, * Ah! my friend at laſt | ſaid | 
- the, 1 hope never again to part with you; 
| what various circumſtances have happened fince 
wee left this houſe ] Come, come, ſaid my be- 
loved guardian, interrupting her, talk not of that 
now my dear, let me introduce Miſs Belville 
to my ſiſter: but why, Adeline, do you appear 
in mourning?” I told him, and advanced to 
the Counteſs, whom J had. not before obſerved : 
ſhe roſe to receive me. hear you have been 
marked out for peculiar | misfortunes, charm- 
_ _ bebe ſaid ſhe; will you ſuffer a wo- 


_ 
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man, (ale has not been free from troubles, to 
aſpire to your friendſhip ?” reſpectfully took 
her hand and put it to my lips; © I am no 
ſtranger to the life of the Counteſs of Clair- - 
ville, anſwered I, and ſhall regard her friend- 
| ſhip both as an honour and happineſs,” * * Ami- 
able girl, replied ſhe, you have already obtain- 
ed'it.” We then talked on general topics, in 
all which the Counteſs diſplayed a ſound judge- 
ment, and extenſive knowledge; I expected to 
ſee x fine woman; but not ſo handſome a one 
as I found. Though her countenance is now 
marked with trouble, there is yet the remains 
of perfect beauty; her perſon is tall and ele- 
gant, the moſt agreeable manner accompanies 
all her words that ever I met with; ſlie is in- 
deed a charming woman. Louiſa enquired par- 
tieularly after you; I told her your happineſs, 
in which ſhe heartily | rejoices : Mr, Somners 
aſked the account of my uncle's death, which 
pained me to dwell on; however to ſatisfy him 
I went through it: he congratulated me on the 
fortune he had left, as did my Louiſa. The 
- health of my guardian is perfectly eſtabliſned; 
T never ſaw him look better, and his ſpirits 
likewiſe are much mended. In the eyening Louiſa 
and I : retired to the ſame chamber, after hav- 
ing attended the - Counteſs to her?s,; I aſked in 
what manner ſhe took leave of the Marquis?“ 
„ Ah, my Adeline, faid the weeping, I can 
"ROY" el AT ſuffered much in 1 : 
wi 
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with” TIN and had it not "Rey abſolutely by 
force, they never would have dragged him from 
me. He bore up tolerably till a little before the 
Carriage arrived that was to convey us from 
Montpelier : he begged me to come into the 
garden; I could not refuſe him, and gave him 
my hand. Ah Miſs. Somners, faid he, now 
our ſeparation i is ſo very nigh, I find my reſo- 
Jution is fled, I cannot ſurvive your departyre 
Louiſa, I ſhall never again behold you; may 
Heaven preſerve you, lovelieſt of women: you 
will ſoon hear of the termination of my ex- 
iſtence ; perhaps for a moment you may for- 
get your beloved Freemer; and give a ſigh to 
my memory. I feel I cannot live without you.“ 
He folded his arms in deſpair, the big tears 
ſtood trembling in his eyes, while his boſom 
- heaved with convulſive emotion; I ſtood weep- 
ing by him unable to ſpeak. „ Beloved of 
my heart, ſaid he, I diſtreſs vou; forgive me, 
Louiſa, I vill no longer pain you; but, oh 
I never can bid you adieu!“ Think not I am 
going, my Lord, faid I, we ſhall quickly meet 
again: you have promiſed. to ſee me in Eng- 
land, and will not break your word ; in · the 
mean time accept this trifle as a mark of my 
eſteem.” I gave Rim a ring with my hair Work- 
ed in it, and ſet with diamonds: he dropt on 
one knee never, my Louiſa, ſaid he, — 
this valuable preſent be taken from me; 
thouſand — my beloved girl, This null 
cir cum- 
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eircumſtance has” giv en my heart a fing 
ſenſation in the midſt of its agony :” He kiſſed 

my hand and aroſe ; the Counteſs came to tell 
me they waited. for me; the Marquis turned 
pale Ei, caught hold of me. I muſt not loſe 
her yet, madam, ſaid he, with wildneſs; I can- 
not part with her.” Be compoſed, my Lord, 
anſwered my aunt, Louiſa muſt go, you know, 
ſhe muſt ; therefore you. had better part with-, 
out farther leave.” © Well, if ſhe muſt, ans 
ſwered he; ſighing, I am the yerieſt wretch on | 
earth, Adieu, beloyed Loulſa, may every good 
angel guard you.” He claſped me in his arms, 
and wetted my cheek with his tears; mine 
ſtreamed like torrents : the. Counteſs was ſo af- 
| fected, ſhe turned ftom us to hide her concern. 
We were ſilent a minute; my father and the old 
Marquis joined us ; they both endeavoured to 
comfort De Reviers, Who regarded not what they 
faid, but ſtood by the Counteſs with his eyes 
intently fixed on me; his father advanced 0 
took my hand. 1 F ee Mifs Somners, ſaid 
he, I ſhall rejoice to hear of your happineſs, tho” 
we could not contribute to it.“ I only bowed, 
and faltered out ſomething of thanks for his be- 
haviour ſince we had been his gueſts. Madam 


de Belfleur then bid me adieu with tenderneſs, £4 


ſaying,” ſhe never was ſo concerned to part : 
with any body in her life: my father made a 


motion to go: Once more I advanced, to the 
Marquis, and held o. out my hand to him; « adieu, 


Vor. V, | E my a 
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my Lord, faid I; may the Almighty preſerve you 
and reſtore your tranquility : I ſhall ever re- 
gard you with the affection of a ſiſter.” He caught 
my hand with violence. Louiſa, ſaid he, deareſt 
Louiſa, you ſhall not go, by heaven you ſhall 
not! I will not thus yield' you up tamely, no 
perſon on earth ſhall force 'you from me.” In 
vain every perſon preſent perſuaded him; he 
would not let me go; at laſt, finding every 
method fruitleſs, they forced me from him, and 
' carried me almoſt ſenſeleſs to the coach, where 
my father and the Counteſs ſoon followed me, 
We were ſoon on board the ſhip, which not 
failing immediately, my father diſpatched a meſ- 
ſenger to enguire after the Marquis ; he re- 
turned with a letter from his father, wherein 
he faid, he flatters himſelf time may "reconcile 
his fon to my loſs; tho? then he was very in- 
different, yet he hoped better than might be 
expected from his violent agitations 5 he con- 
cluded with wiſhing us a ſafe return to Eng- 
land, and continual happineſs ; he aſſured my 
father when the Marquis had ſufficiently con- 
quered his partiality, he would himſeif attend 
him to England. This letter was a great al- 
leviation to my concern, and I rejoiced that 
this dreadful parting was over. You cannot 
imagine, my Adeline, how much I have ſuffered 
on his account.” She ceaſed and wiped the tears 
that flowed down her cheeks. © I know well, my 
dear Oe. anfwelea I, you have: gone through 

a a | 2 | great 
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a 8 deal, ant ſincerely have I ſympathized 


with you; but now turn your thoughts to 


more pleaſing proſpects; Captain Freemer will 


be happier than I can deſcribe to find you re- 


turned; I ſuppoſe you ſet out ſoon after your 
laſt letter % 4 did; replied ſhe ; the joy of 
Freemer in meeting me, cannvt exceed mine, 


let it be ever ſo great. The return of my Lou- 


iſa has newly animated me; you would hardly 
believe I was the ſame perſon; my amiable Lady 
Thompſon, ſuch an alteration has it made in =o 
ee «Louiſa oo me in love to you, 

| 18-298 e rg Berus. 


Mr 7 Sornzns to La Tucson. 


| Grofoner-Squars 


Ear! firſt moment 1 can command 1 ſet 
down to wiſh my beloved Harriet every hap= 
pineſs in her preſent ſtate ; I knew not of your 
marriage till my arrival in England, or ſhould 
have done it before. I find by Captain Free- 
mer, Sir James is his particular friend ; this cir- 
cumſtance doubly endears him to me, and I 


hope to behold him very ſoon; nor am I leſs - 


impatient to ſee my dear Lady Thompſon : Our 


ſeparation has been very tedious and much has 


happened to both. Vou are informed of what 


has befallen me by Adeline: I flatter myſelf all 


my * over, and the reſt of my life 
1 will 
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Miſs Belville happy, I have no other wiſh to 
form; but though ſhe ftrives to be chearful, I 
ſee her heart is oppreſſed; notwithſtanding her 
ſorrow, ſhe is if - poſſible more lovely than 
when I left her. She has recovered her for- 
mer beautiful colour, which as a little damped 
with grief, like a roſe wheſe delicate hue ap- 


pears fainter under the dew-drops that hang thick 


on its leaves; but when the fun chaſes the 
evening tears from its ſurface, again blooms forth 
more glowing than before: thus is it with my 
Adeline; when I left her, the conſtant medita- 
tion on her loſs had deadened the roſeat hue 
of her cheek, which time has effectually reſtor- 
ed. Though her beauty ſhines again in all its 


luſtre, it is not ſo with her chearfulneſs; ſtill 


ſhe hangs drooping over the  matchleſs Gren- 
ville's tomb, and with the gloomy penſiveneſs of 
melancholy laments the youth ſhe loved. I ob- 
ſerved to her the other day, I thought ſhe was 
more grave than the uſed to be: Do you 
think fo, Louiſa? anſwered ſhe with a ſmile, I 
hoped I had bern more chearful ; J do not ob- 
ſtinately encourage melancholy, but rather ſtrive 
to conquer it, though nature is very ſtrong, and 
will ſometimes exert itſelf, When my dear Au- 
guſtus died, loſt not only the beſt of men and 
tendereſt of lovers, but one that from infancy 
I had deen uſed to, independent of my tender 
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| ceaſed to lament the horrid period his virtues 
on, that I beheld him ſtabbed to the heart; I 
wonder reaſon. kept her ſeat; it pleaſed hea- 
ven to give me fortitude, and I ſurvived” this 
greateſt. of human trials: nay, not only ſur- 
vived it, my Louiſa, but again looked up to ſome 
degree of comfort from the fociety of my friends, 
for as to happineſs, it fled with Mr. Grenville, 
therefore you eannot wonder to behold me as 
I amy ſurely I ought. to think myſelf highly 
favoured. to be able to argue thus, when I have 
had a calamity. like what I deplore ; but forgive 
me, continued ſhe, I ſhould not make you a ſharer 
in my ſorrow, when your heart ſhould be the 
abode of joy, though I cannot avoid acknow- 
ledging mine heavily deplores its beloved part- 
ner, and muſt for ever deplore him ; but I will 
. ftrive to hide its emotions, and in conſidera- 
tion of you and my Harriet, be ſerene if 
poſſible.” She then wiped her lovely eyes and 
changed che diſcourſe : ſhe promiſed to intro- 
duee the Earl and Sir Edward to me: I am 


impatient to ſee them; the mention of the lat- 


ter introduced a diſcourſe on Auguſtus again: 
though Miſs Belville ſpoke without any great 
_ expreſſions of grief, yet the tears that invo- 
luntarily ſtrayed down her cheeks, ſufficiently diſ- 
covered the ſituation of her heart. Ah, my 
Harriet, that ſuch an amiable creature muſt be 
"T_T wonder not at her concern; her 


2 ' 4 bs magnanimity 
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magnanimity is amazing, in concealing it from 
general abſervation as ſhe does; to no one but me 


does ſhe ſuffer her feelings to expreſs themſelves, 


and then but ſeldom: my father obſerved to 
me the other day, he was rejaiced- to ſee his 
Adeline had got the better of her grief in a 
great degree; I contradicted not chat opinion as 
it made him happy. I muſt bid you adieu, 
my dear Lady Thompſon; Adeline ſummonſes 


me to attend her to Mr. Evelin's; we ſhall 


call on Miſs Nuncannon, whom I have a great 
curioſity to behold. My moſt reſpectful com- 
pliments attend ygur mother and Sir James, 


_ _— 11 e wiſhes of 


Lovisa DOMNERS, 


Captain Fa REEMER 1 S Janes Touren. 
! 


| Gorge Street 


A H, Thomplon... I * Gam my 1 
heard her pronounce my happineſs; ſne will at 
laſt be mine, and over- pay me for all my miſery. 
J cannot deſcribe my meeting with the dear 
girl; it was all extacy and rapture; her fa- 
ther gave me the moſt cordial reception, and 
likewiſe the Counteſs de Clairville, who is a lovely 
woman: in the afternoon I. brought Sir Richard 
to. Groſvenor's Square, who is nearly as much 
captivated with Miſs Somners as I am; her be- 
haviour to him was enchanting: * he re- 
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turned home, he declared if any thing ſhould 
happen to prevent our union, it would break 
his heart, What a change has a little time 
produced! I find I owe my happineſs, next to 
the perſeverance of my Louifa, to the Counteſs : 
I can never ſufficiently expreſs my gratitude 
to this excellent lady. Every thing between Mr. 
Somners and my father is agreed upon, and 


2 little while will make me the happy huſ- 
band of my beloved Mifs Somners: I am al- 


moſt beſide myſelf with joy; I cannot write with 


the ſmalleſt connection: excuſe me, Sir James, 
you have yourſelf experienced the ſame ſenſa- 


tions as now agitate me, and therefore will 


make allowances for me. "The day that gives me 


the beloved of my heart, will alſo bleſs. Med- 


way with the hand of Miſs Duncannon ; it is 
highly entertaining to fee her behaviour; I doubt 
if ſhe does not give him the ſlip at laſt; amid 


my own felicity I feel for the amiable 405 3 


both Lord Arundel and Sir Edward are wnlappy, 
I can commiſerate their ſituation; the pangs of 
love are indeed e but while 
1 am concerned for them, my heart bleeds for 
the beautiful Miſs Belville. Louiſa has told me 
the whole of her ſad ſtory, and I am aſtoniſhed 
at her ſufferings. Charming creature ! what has 
ſhe not endured ! I little thought her refuſal of 
ſuch ſplendid offers aroſe from motives ſo great 
and laudable; ſince I have known her former 
life, ſhe appears to me ſomething above hu- 


E 4 manity z 
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| begged leave to ſee her. “ Ah, Adeline, ſaid 
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manity; her behaviour is ſo uniformly perfect, 
the ſhares the joy that animates every. coun, 
tenance, and never mentions her paſt troubles, | 
leſt it ſhould caſt a damp over our happineſs : 
my gentle Louiſa tells me ſhe even avoids ſay- 
ing any thing to her in private, but always 
talks on the moſt entertaining ſubjects. What 
an angel ſhe is! The other day a circumſtance 
happened that more than I can expreſs affect- 
ed me: the whole Evelin family, Mrs. Dun- 
cannon, her daughter, Colonel Medway, Lord 
Arundel, Sir Edward, and my father, were all 
at 5 Square, to paſs the day; nothing 
could exceed our happineſs; the lovely Miſs 
Belville appeared the delight and admiration of 
every one preſent; ſhe was in good ſpirits, and 
by that means compleated our joy. Aſter din- 
ner, a ſervant told her à gentleman in boots 


Miſs Duncannon, this is ſome favourite coun- 
try Squire that you ſee in private,” © Whoever 
| he is, Charlotte, replied ſhe, ſmiling, I. will 
certainly bring him here: She left the room; 
every. mouth þurſt forth with her prazſes ; ſhe 
was abſent ſome time; when..ſhe returned, an 
elegant man followed berg «© my dear Mr. Som- 
ners, faid ſhe, give me leave to introduce a be- 
laved friend of mine; the Earl of Bromfield im- 
patiently. wiſhes to pay his compliments to you 
and. Louiſa. As her ſtory was known to moſt of 
the a erery countenance WAS marked 
n with 


LS 
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with aſtoniſhment at her behaviour, eſpecially 
Mr. Sommers's. After a little recollection, he 
advanced towards him, and Thook him by the 
hand: “I loved your family, my Lord, ſaid he, 
and am very glad to fee you.” The Earl re- 
turned his compliments, and welcomed him to 
England very politely. Miſs Somners ſat amazed 
at the ſcene before her, nor made the leaſt effort 
to addreſs Lord Bromfield; but kept her eyes 
fixed on Adeline, who aroſe and came to her: 
Do you not ſpeak to the brother of my Gren- 
ville, Louifa? faid ſhe; have you forgot the 
early attachment you had for him? © Forgive 
me, Adeline, replied Miſs Somners, bluſhing and 
moving towards the Earl: ſurprize er kept 
me ſilent. My dear Lord Bromfield, I heartily 
rejoice to ſee you.” Ah, Louiſa! ſaid he, I 
know I deſerve your con 1 7 but, if penitence 
for hat is paſt - © Huſh,” my Lord, inter- 
rupted Miſs Belville; I muſt not hear the man 1 
know to be worthy, thus arraign himſelf. Pain 
me not by obſervations detrimental to yourſelf, 
You are my brother, my deareft brother, conti- 
nued ſhe, ſighing; ; the only relation I have left.” 
She wiped her eyes. „and turned her fice away a 
moment. «Ah, „Adele anfwered the Earl, tak- 
ing her hand; T feared to ſee you: each gentle 
word or kind preſſion you utter ſtabs me to the 
heart. I have not merited your leaſt attention.” 
le 'atoſe and walked to the window. Ob- 


| ſerve, Captain Freemer, ſaid Miſs Belville, how 
ES | much 


1 
8 
| 


Colonel begged for two hours I Would fix the 
day; but I anſwered abſolutely no; if they would 
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much his heart is oppreſſed. Thoſe pangs ſpeak 
him related to my amiable Grenville. - Louiſa, 


ſaid ſhe, we muſt make him eaſier.” They both 
went to him, and talked for ſome time; then re- 
turned to their ſeats more calm. The Earl ſtaid 
not long, as he ſaid he was obliged to be that 


night at Grenville Abbey. Adeline attended 
him to the door, and was abſent near half an 


hour. When ſhe returned, her eyes were red. 


The whole company ſighed for her; and ſhe 


alone wore a ſmile. Ah, "Thompſon ! this match- 


leſs woman makes me melancholy. Though I | 
have ſuch a proſpect of happineſs before me, her 


forrows give an acute pang to my heart, My 
dear Louiſa is likewiſe much concerned on her 
account; ſhe loves her tenderly. Adieu. My 
beſt compliments attend Lady Thompſon, with 
the love of my Louiſa and Miſs Belville, who 


voy know of my writing. ' Your's ever, 


> 


| Cnanzes e 


* fe Doncanon to 2 Anaworrn. 


* 
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1 have merey on me, Cargline,: this is s 


the laſt letter I ſhall ſign with the name of. Dun- 


CANNON, 'They have agreed among themſelves, 
(for I ſwear I have not conſented) to make Miſs 


Somners and me wives this day week. The 


” L 
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marry me by force, I could not help it, and he 
muſt take the conſequence. He urged the cru- 

elty of my behaviour. Why, what does it 
ſignify, ſaid I, whether I fix the day myſelf, or 
you fix it? all the difference is, that when we 
quarrel, I ſhall not have myſelf to blame.” And 
ſo, Caroline, Monday next makes me a bride; 
ift it was not for the novelty of it, I think it 
would be a good way to hang myſelf, and diſap- 
point the Colonel. I find J am not ſerious 
enough for the miſtreſs of a family, and fo I told 
him; but he would hear no reaſon. Marry 1 
298 and he ſhould be perfectly happy. Aye to 
be ſure, and ſo ſhall I no doubt. Heavens de- 
fend me ! I have a moſt horrid idea of ſhackles. 
They are buſied in all manner of preparations; 
my mother is as blithe as a bird: for my own part 
J think our houſe reſembles a cook's ſhop more 
than any thing elſe. I ſuppoſe they think it ne- 
ceſſary to cram us, in order to ſupport our ſpirits 
in thus. playing the fool. There are ſuch con- 
ſultations between Miſs Belville, my mother, and 
Mrs. Evelin, that it is enough to frighten: one. 
I verily believe they have bought both Louiſa 
and me clothes enough. to ſerve ſeven years. 
Adeline has a charming taſte, and takes all the 
trouble on- herſelf : K Miſs Somners nor I 
do a ſingle thing; ſhe ſets moping about as if ſhe 
was going to be hanged (and indeed that would 
be better of the two evils) while I flounce up 
and down the houſe to ſhew my bravery. By 
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dhe way, I have not told you how 1 like" Louiſa 


and her family. Why, amazingly ; ; they are all 
charming people, eſpecially the Counteſs, though 
I am a little afraid of her. I tell Mr. Somners, 

he ought to have exerted his authority, and forced 


- his daughter to have married the Marquis z and 


then he would have done two good things at 
once, made her a Marchioneſs, and me a free 
woman. He has the aſſurance to declare he re- 
jeices to have ſeen his error in time, and have 
preſerved his child from miſery. To be fure, 
had I been Louiſa, I ſhould have plagued him 
4 little: but ſhe 4s" fo foit, nothing would have 
forced her to retaliate, Upon my word the is 
very handfome, though quite contrary to Miſs 
Belville: her ſtature is ſomething higher; a good 
complexion for her eyes, which are dark and 
piercing; except Adeline's, her noſe and motith 
are the moſt beautiful 1 ever beheld; her hair 
and eye-brows very dark, the latter arched and 
equal for delicacy to Miſs Belville's ; her hand 
and foot remarkably pretty: in ſhort, when her 
ſriend is abſent ſhe is far the lovelieſt woman 1 
ever ſaw; and when they are together, the eon- 
traſt is very pleaſing : the ſoftneſs and expreſſion 
in the delicate countenance of Adeline; that en- 
chants every beholder, detains the eye to' dwell 
on her perfeQtions with melancholy pleafure; and 
when for a moment it withdraws from the pen- 
ſive employment, the face of Miſs Somners agree- 
ably. relieves it, and entertains the * 
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the ſtrongeſt” marks of ſenſe and'- ſweetneſs, 
Though the perfons of theſe ladies are enti 
unlike, their manners are very ſimilar, which I 
apptehend is greatly owing to the ſameneſs of 
their educations. Their affection is ftrong ; no 
people can be more perfect friends. Louiſa fre- 
quently deplores the troubles of her Adeline to 
me; and that ſubject is ever ſure to make me fe. 
rious. But why, Caroline, ſhould I fay more 
on this unhappy. theme? I need preſerve my 
ſpirits for the day of my execution, not depreſs 
them. Sir William has given me a very elegant 
ſet of jewels; the honeſt old man is almoſt out 
of his wits for joy, that. this hopeful wedding is ſo 
near: he is for ever with us, as are the Evelin, 
Somners, and Freemer families. The word 
marriage is never out of their e and really 
1 have been almoſt ſmothered with rolls of multy 
parchments and fuſſing lawyers, I verily be- 
lieve, Caroline, I have put my name to five hun- 
dred bonds or ſomething. " Heartily ſhall I re- 
joice when this ſtuff is over, for abſolutely. it is 
intolerable, I have not been in a good humour 
ever ſince they began their preparations; nor 
ſhall I till they end them. Yeſterday George 
brought a fine bedaubed fuit, of white and gold 
for our opinions. Every body admired it. He 
aſked how I liked ĩt. Not at all,” anſwered I. 
" Rip +4 ſo, my love, what ate your objections? 
Heavens! cried I, people will imagine I have 
married a corporal, with that quantity of tar- 
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niſhed. gold on it.“ He ſaid he * have it 
taken off, and ſo he did; which was good- na- 
tured enough. - Seriouſly, my dear, ſiſter, the be- 
haviour of Medway is actuated by the moſt vio- 
lent love; and I have no fear of happineſs but 
from my own temper. + Sometimes I ſhall laugh 
at him, though my life was to be ſacrificed. 1 
hope the example of Louiſa and Lady Thomp- 
ſon will in time make me a good fort of a wife, 
joined to the advice of Miſs Belville, my ſage 
mama, and my matronly ſiſter. I am happy Sir 
James Thompſon 1s not in town; he would teize 
me to death. The male creatures here behave 
tolerably: as to Lord Arundel and Sir Edward, 
they cannot ſay boo to a gooſe, unleſs Miſs Bel- 
ville bids them: and ſo I do not mind: them; 
they ſerve very well to laugh at. Adeline has 
made Miſs Somners a preſent of a beautiful pair 
of brilliant bracelets with the picture of herſelf 
and Mr. Somners. She has honoured me with 
a drm of herſelf faſtened to a diamond ſoli- 
J regard this mark of her affection as in- 
Amate and would not part with it for worlds. 
Adieu, my beloved ſiſter: I wiſh you could be 
with me on the approaching occaſion ; but, as 
that cannot be, wiſh me courage to naky the 
people ſtare at my behaviour. All here join in 
kindeſt remembrances to you and- A Aim- 
worth, batons your affectionate | 
_ CnanLoTTE Doxcanxos. 
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T is the day that will unite my 
Louiſa and Miſs Duncannon to their deſervin 

lovers. I have been ſo continually engaged in 
preparations for theſe weddings, my dear Lady 
Thompſon, that I have not had a ſingle moment 
to myſelf; otherwiſe I ſhould not have omitted 
anſwering your laſt obliging letter, I rejoice, 
my Harriet, that the union of perſons ſo dear to 
me is likely to take place. For though a few 
ſhort hours only muſt paſs before the time arrives 
that will unite them, yet is there no certainty in 
temporal affairs. I, my beloved Lady Thomp- 
ſon, have reaſon enough to ſay ſo. eres” I 
hope heaven has. not ordained ſo great a trial for 
either of my friends as it was pleaſed to lay on 
me. I have taken leave of Mr. Evelin's family, 
though I hope often to ſee them. I mean only, - 
T have bid adieu to the houſe as a reſidence. 
Both Mr.'and Mrs. Evelin expreſſed great con- 
cern at loſing me, and begged I would ſometimes 
viſit them. I have promiſed to paſs a few days at 
Myrtle. grove before I go to Belville- park, where 
I mean to {ſpend the greateſt part of my remain- 
ing life. I mentioned my deſire to Mr. Som- 
ners, and he las not the allet objection to it. 
N de Clairville has- n 
3 by 
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by ſaying ſhe would continue to "700 with ber 
brother. I promiſe myſelf in the ſociety of my 
Louiſa and this amiable woman much farisfacti- 
on: ſoon after the marriage of the former, I be- 
lieve we ſhall go there. Miſs Duncannon inſiſts 
to the contrary, and begs we will be within 
reach, in pity to her; for ſhe ſays ſhe ſhall be 
| miſerably tired of matrimony in a fortnight. She 
is a ſtrange girl, though her. heart is perfectly 
good. Since I wrote laſt,” I have had a viſit 
from Lord Bromfield; it was entirely unexpect- 
ed, and rather furprized me. We had a great 
deal of company, "chiefly the happy families that 
will ſoon be related, I begged he would ſee 
Mr. Somners and Louiſa, and 4 with much diffi- 
culty perſuaded him. Their ſurprize was very 
great, as I had no time to inform them who was 
with me: and I was forty to find th did not 
receive him with affection. hy Es 


the boon that clouded the countenances, of 15 


W made a deep impreſſion on my heart; 
and I was obliged to retire to own. apart- 
ment, before I could return to e company. 

When 
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When I had given vent to my feelings by a co- 
pious ſhower of tears, and taken a melancholy 
look at the picture of my Auguſtus, I returned 
to the dining room. I found every countenance 
- wore a gloom on it that gave me pain. I ſmiled 
and ſought to inſpire them with chearfulneſs: but 
they were all ſo affected with the ſight of Lord 
Bromfield, that joy had given place to feriouſ- 
neſs ; eſpecially in the face of my Louiſa I read 
a great while, never ſince-the day that Mr. Gren- 
ville died; and therefore it gave a ſhock to her 
Lr e eee 

I am ſorry this circumſtance happened juſt 
= as it caſt a damp over the innocent joy 
that animated the whole houſe. The comforts 
of this life are ſo very few, my Harriet, that I 


could have wiſhed the preſent happineſs of Mr. 


Somners and my Louifa to have met no allay; 
but that is not in humanity to hope for. Our 


and generally daſhed with poignant circumſtanees 
to imbitter our few happy moments. I know 
mel ſo well the fad ſenſation of ſorrow, that I 


I was a good deal affected the other day with 


fome obſervations of honeſt old William, whom 


I had ſent on 2 particular commiſfion to Belville- 
park. When he returned, I enquired the fitua- 
tion of things there. « Why, madam; hid he 


your tenants and thoſe your bounty ſupports are 


4 very 


greateſt bleflings here are fleeting and uncertain, 


would guard it from thoſe I love, were it poſſible. 
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very. happy with your goodneſs : and they would 
have nothing to defire, if you would come down, 
and let them ſee you.. Aye, honeſt William, 
ſaid old farmer Morton, do perſuade your lady to 
come down; and when I have again ſeen her 
ſweet” face, and bleſſed her for her goodneſs, I 
have nothing more to do with the world, but can 
lay me down in the grave by my poor old dame.” 
I thought they would have eat me when IJ told 
them you would certainly come there ſome time 
in the ſummer; For as I had heard you fay fo, 
madam, I thought you would not be angry at 
my telling them.? Certainly not, William, 
anſwered I: I ſhall rejoice as much to behold 
thoſe honeſt people, as they will to ſee me.” 
c Aye, madam, never was any young lady ſo 
beloved as you are: the whole village almoſt 
cried when they talked of your bounty. Some 
of the young women obſerved what a ſad thing 
it was, ſo fine a young lady ſhould be croſſed in 
love; and all of them agreed, no body but my 
dear young maſter could deſerve their excellent 
lady. Indeed, madam, continued the poor fel- 
low, wiping his eyes, I cannot help crying my- 
ſelf, * when I think of your troubles; to ſee 
every body ſo happy, and you that are goodneſs 
itſelf, as a body may ſay, -continually mourning. 
Ah! if my good maſter and miſtreſs were alive, 
it would break their hearts to ſee you ſo ſorrow- 
ful. I wiſh to God I could make you happy; 1 
wouk die to do it. I am ſure I owe "I 
have 
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have in the world to your family.“ I thank 
you, William, ſaid I, ſtifling the emotion that 
this plain genuine language of the heart had raiſ- 
ed; I am far from miſerable, nay, I ought to be 
happy with the many bleſſings I am favoured 
with. The circumſtance for which I mourn was 
inflicted by the hand of God; and therefore I 
muſt bear it without repining. Had it pleaſed 
heaven to have ſpared the life of Mr. Grenville, 
I might have been too happy, and forgot the ſuf- 
ferings of my fellow creatures, and been entirely 
immerſed in-my own comforts. But now that I 
have myſelf ſo ſeverely felt the ſtroke of adverſity, 
I can commiſerate the | misfortunes of others, 
And as heaven has given me the means to relieve 
thoſe that ſtand in the moſt need of it, in this 
employment I find the greateſt comfort; there- 
fore do not be uneaſy on my account; J am far 
from unhappy.” Ah, my God; madina > Wh 
cannot. ſtand this, replied he ſobbing, to hear an 
infant talk ſo fine, Why, my good young lady, 
there is not a biſhop in the world that could do 
as yqu do- I love this good creature, my Har- 
riet, for his attachment, Which is the moſt ſincere 
1 ever met with, Gratitude therefore impels me 
to treat him with particular diſtinction, which 1 
never fail to do. Miſs Duncannon, Louiſa tells 
me, has quarrelled with the Colonel, and de- 
clares ſhe will not marry him. I ſhall. go and 
we to reconcile them; therefore muſt . 


— 


- 4 * 
—— ñ . ˙ ˙•o es * 
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aſide re for ſome time. Your's affecti- 
| Uli BeryiLLE. 
15 * BAIVIILE 5 in Continuation, 


„ Mende 8 


* WOULD not Sifpatch this: letter, my dear 
Lady Thompſon, till I could tell you the cere- 
mony was over, and Miſs Somners and Char- 
lotte had changed their names. I have left the 
whole circle below rejoicing in their. happineſs, 


_ andtdle to ſolitude and the employment of my 


Miſs Duncannon to go to church; the Colonel 
had offended her laſt night in ſome trifle, and 
with great difficulty ſhe was reconciled; | I was 
obliged to tell her I never fhould regard her as 
my friend, before ſhe would forgive him. When 
Louiſa and I was dreſſed this morning, we went 
to-Charlorte's chamber, who ſlept at this Houſe 
laſt night, and were amazed to find ſhe was not 
above half dreſſed. Why, Miſs Duncannon, 
faid: 1, 'you will not be ready: "it is now very 
late. Well, I do not care, Adeline, anſwered 
ſhe, 1 1 am not: and now you are come, 1 will 
not dreſs. at all. 1 look ſuch a fright by you 

two, that F camet bear wyſelf, Why, Pan's 
hundred. wWrinkles in my face, 1 fwear: Aye, 
that is totally Medway's fault: he made me fret 


ul I became this hag; but 1 will be even with 
him: 
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Him: and if he will drive to church, it ſhall be 
without me.“ She had her gown on, but was 
without her cap, which I would have placed 
upon her head; no, thank you my dear, faid 
the, I do not need that additional fright ; lord 
Louiſa, I with my gown had been white inſtead 
of laylock -I look, abſolutely, as pale as a ſheet, 
while you two are blooming nymphs ;” in vain 
we intreated her to finiſh drefling ; no, ſhe 
would not be married that day, let what would 
be the conſequence of it. The Counteſs and Mrs, 
Duncannon then entered the room, and being in- 
formed of her determination, joined their en- 
treaties to ours; wearied with her obſtinacy, her 
mother declared ſhe would fetch the Colonel up- 

ſtairs: accordingly ſhe did; as ſoon as Charlotte 
faw him ſhe ſeated herſelf in a chair, and began 
ſinging ; © my deareſt girl, ſaid he, let me in- 
treat you to make haſte; my uncle is below, and 
waits impatiently to ſee you,” « What, you 
want to'make * of me, ſir, do you? ſaid ſhe, 
but, for once, I ſhall difappoint you; I have al- 
tered my mind, and will not be married to- day. 5” 
He threwhiinſelf at her feet, and uſedevery intreaty 
he could think of; the was ſilent a minute, and 
then holding out her hand, well, come, George, 
faid ſhe, 1 have pawns” tried your patience, 
and will plague you no onger ; get You. down 
ſtairs, and T will follow yau in, a twir 
With difficulty we forced him from hep, and 8 
ſet #6 „ ber Utes, Wich, when com? 
* 


118 FEMALE: STABILITY: 


| pleated, was very — both Louiſa and 
| her's were made exactly the fame, only one 
white and ſilver, and the other laylock ; they 
both looked: charmingly ; and for all Charlotte's 
complaint of paleneſs, ſhe appeared infinitely 
lovely. The gentlemen met us at the bottom 
of the ſtairs; each took the hand of his bride? I 
gave mine to Lord Arundel, who, with Sir 
Edward, was preſent. After breakfaſt, the com- 
pany went, in different coaches, to church, where 
the ceremony was performed the ladies be- 
haved very well, particularly Miſs Duncannon. 
When it was over, and the Colonel advanced to 
ſalute her, ' ſhe ſtarted back; but; recollecting 
herſelf,  * oh, aye, ſaid. ſhes I am married 

now. The droll manner in which, ſhe ſpoke; 

. Cauſed the whole company to ſmile, and we re- 
turned home very happy. The day was paſt agree- 
ably ; Charlotte could not reſtrain her gaiety, 

but continued to laugh at the Colonel as uſual ; 
my dear Louiſa was grave, rather too much ſo; 
the behaviour of both Medway and Freemer was 
ſuch as I withed it. I cannot expreſs. to you, 
my dear Lady Thompſon, how. much I was de- 

lighted Ach Lord Arundel, and Sir Edward; 
though their whole attention was confined to me, 
I Re not a word that might give the the leaſt 
pain; how delicately conſiderate ! "Theyengui ire for 
me, and I muſt bid my Harriet adieu to join the 
reſt of my amiable friends. May both your hap- 
ir & and theirs be Nr. e al- 
07 5 
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; that neither may ever experience the pain of 
divided love, prays, from her ben your grate- 
fully ſincere | 


1 BELVILLE. 


_—_ 7 Brruz 0 4 re me 


Ae 1 Grofoener- 8 quares 
1 AM forry to 5 681 my Farriet, the illneſs of 
Sir James was the occaſion of your ſilence, and 
rejoice with you that he is now recovered, We 
have been continually engaged in receiving viſits ; 
and when Mrs, Freemer has not engaged me, 
Charlotte never omitted it. As I do not like to 
give any one pain, I always attended her on the 
ſhorteſt notice. The Counteſs has been very 
obliging to her in this reſpect, with whom ſhe is 
a great favourite, The, Colonel has, taken a 
large houſe in the ſquare, ſo they are very near 
us; it is elegantly furniſhed; intirely in the mo- 
dern ſtile. Mrs. Duncannon wiſhed her daugh- 
ter to ſtay with her for ſome time, but Charlotte 
would not; the declared, all the fun of marry- 
ing was to have a houſe to turn out of window; 
and now the whim is gratified, ſhe told me, the 
other day, they might as well have ſtaid till the 
winter ; for ſhe cannot breathe in town, and will 
go down to Belmont Abbey. Sir William would 
have his nephew bring her 6 Southwell caſtle ; 

but the will have Lg, a and 3⁰ rt LY 
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her mother's ſeat; George contradicts her in 
nothing; and, to ſay the truth, ſhe behaves to 
him much better than I expected. I hope they 


will be happy, they are both worthy. As to 


Freemer and his Louiſa, their lives glide on in 
peaceful ſerenity; the ſun,” each day, beholds 
them happy; the moſt perfect affection ſubſiſts 
between them; this makes the heart of my guar- 
dan intirely eaſy; he tells me, he has now no- 
thing to wiſh but to ſee me well ſettled; he 
pleaded very powerfully for either the Earl pe our 
Edward, whichever my heart moſt. approved. I 
intreated him not to pain me by ſuch converſa- 
tion; and aſſured him, my averſion to marriage 
| Was not to be overcome; finding his perſeverance 
gave me uneaſineſs, he promiſed to {ſay no more 
on the ſubject. I bave taken leave of Mr. and 
Mrs. Evelin, who are both gone to Myrtle 
Grove; ſhe would not be ſatisfied till I promiſed 
ſoon to 12 her there; which I intend doing next 


week; my ſtay will not be long, for the ſeaſon 


„ 


is ſo far advanced, I ſhall hardly have time 
enough to ſpend at Belville Park. I find Sir 
Harry is to be, this ſummer, at his ſiſter's; he 
ſays, we muſt have ſome rural entertainment be- 
fore I leave them, at which, my Louiſa, her fa- 
ther, the Counteſs, Sir Richard, and Captain 
Freemer, are to be preſent. Lord Arundel and 
Sit Edward are at Belmont Abbey, and; with 
that family, will likewiſe be with us; theſe gen- 
. Medway, 

"Of 
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- of attending me to Belville Park ; and, to oblige | 
them; I hade conſente. 

I congratulate you on the promiſe Mr. Mor- 
timer has made; tell him, his conſent to accom- 
pany, you to town has given infinite ſatisfaction to 

your, Adeline, I wait, impatiently, till the time 
arrives when I ſhall again enjoy the pleaſure of 
his edifying converſation, You need not feat 
that I ſhall be abſent from London, i in the winter; 
my. Harriet would always bring me, from any 
part of the globe, to ſee her, I am interrupted ; 
adieu, preſent my reſpects to all my eſteemed 
. eee i 


e ee ns ted iti bunu 
K 8. Mr. gabe, 1 and un 


1 unite in a aged to you, Sir 
4 n and Mrs. Abinton. 
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dun. Moxracus to . Hav Fantus 


Fog e der dit | " Parfinage- Hee 


$1 s Opp hes heb e rheripe 
of your laſt, Sir Harry „but I have had no op- 
porte of writing l 2 now. I could not ex- 
ecute your inſunctions, immediately, without 
ö "giving ſuſpicion to Emilia : however, by a ſhort 
delay, I have managed things entirely to my fa- 
| tisfaction; and have the pleaſure to aſſure you, 
the 'loomy' manfion is ready for your reception : 
I think this ſcheme muſt ſucceed ; and congratu- 
late you on the fertility of your invention : it cer- 
*tainly is a very bold eee and what ane 
would avoid, if poflible ; but, as you are fitu- 
ated, I blame you not. I have placed old De- 
borah there ; ; you Enow her tried fidelity i is to be 
depended on. 

As I was abſent eine 44s, Miſs Ayſcough 
was curious to know what buſineſs called me, 
fo ſuddenly, from the village. I formed a plau- 
fible excuſe for my abſence ; and ſhe made no 
more inquiry, By the way, Sir Harry, I think 
ſhe is much mended ; Dr. H. ſays, he does not 
regard her diſorder as a regular decline; and he 
is of opinion, was her mind but eaſy, "he might 
entirely be reſtored to health. His behaviour has 
RO to her, N 
tion than a n. | 


She 


ww 
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She often aſks me your employment; and 
fears ſhe is not the only woman injured by you. 
I endeavour to perſuade her to the contrary, but 
without much effect: ſhe ſometimes expreſſes 
the moſt anxious apprehenſions for her childrens' 
fate in life; and declares, was ſhe ſure they 
would be taken care of, ſhe could contentedly 
die. “ I know, Captain Montague, ſaid ſhe, 
the other day, Sir. Harry is involved ; what, 


then, will become of my poor boys?“ Theſe re- 


flections ſeem continually to torment her; but, 
excuſe me, I ſhould not write now on this ſub- 
ject; you have enough to think of. I will go, 
as you deſired, down to Ruſbrook Caſtle ; though, 
I fear it will not be in my power to pacify Miſs 
Smyth. Adieu, you have my hearty wiſhes for 
ſucceſs. I hope, the next time I fee you, to 


offer my congratulations: to, the lady; in arg 
mean Genes 1 am W ever | | 


Tuch: Moura. 


— 
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Miſs BuLvitLe to Lady Thoursox. 
FEY Myrtle Grove, 


On CE: more, 17 Hartiet, I vrite from this 
place: I have been here three days, moſt of 
vhich time has been ſpent in the moſt agreeable 
manner. The behaviour of Mr. and Mrs. 
Evelin is the moſt perfectly polite and friendly 
that can be imagined; not a day has paſſed un- 

marked by ſome ſort of amuſement: Sir Harry 

is generally the projector of theſe plans; and 

bis taſte, in the execution, is very elegant, 
Never did people ſtudy more to oblige than this 
family; and I ſhould be very ungrateful not to 
. be pleaſed, with their endeavours. The inhabi- 
tants of the Abbey are generally here, or we 
with them. The oddity of Charlotte is a conti- 
nual ſource of amuſement to me. I am happy 
to ſee the molt perfect harmony ſubſiſt between 
her and the Colonel; ſhe often laughs at him, 
which he takes in wood part ; ſecure in her af- 
fection, he no longer wiſhes to check her lively 
temper. 

I told Charlotte, the other day, ſhe ſurpaſſed 
even my | moſt ſanguine wiſhes, in regard to her 
behaviour. Why aye, Adeline, faid ſhe, I 
keep up appearances very well before folks ; but, 
when we are by ourſelyes, I tell George what 1 
| would have him do; and, by this kind of diſci- 


pline 9 


FEMALE STABILITY: 125 


RIG make him tolerable tradtable; ; © that is the 
way we manage, is it not Colonel . He kiſſed 
her hand, and replied, her commands were ſo 
gentle, he ſhould ever rejoice to obey them: wn 
'Uhis ſpeech cauſed a glow of ſatisfaction to animate wi 
the fair face of his Charlotte. Why aye, now; 1 
ſaid ſhe, that is ſomething like; how much hap- 
pier are we than your ſighing; dying, lovers] we 
exhauſted our ill · nature before marriage; and 
now we are as polite as moſt people in the 
beginning of courtſhip; I always told you, Miſs 
Belville, when I plagued George; it was for the 
benefit of his temper ; had I not treated him as for- 
merly did, he would have been as great a tyrant 
as the reſt of his ſex.” -- 1 hope not, my dear,” 
anſwered the Colonel, ſmiling. Nay, don't 
contradich me, Medway, ſaid ſhe, I know you 
would.” * Well, be it ſo, my Charlotte,” 
replied he, with infinite good humour. Aye; 
cried ſhe, to be ſure; when I ſay a thing, it 


muſt be ſo; fee; Adeline, continued ſhe, laugh \ 
ing, how eaſily theſe ſoldiers are to be managed, 5 
if you ſet out properly. It is well for you, 5 

Charlotte, anſwered I, that the Colonel has fo 1 
great an affection for you; I know who makes |: 

an ill-uſe of their power.“ © What, Miſs 1 

Belville, : replied ſhe, is all your goodneſs come | 

to this] do you wiſh to make quarrels between if 

man and wife ? but, for once, I will diſappoint | 
you; and ſo, George, I will not quarrel with iN 

you.“ She then briſkly turned. to Sir Harty, 1 

K | 1 fe and I 

* 
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and aſked what ſort of em they were to 
have in honour of me? «Something very ſingu- 
lar, I hope, for I hate your common- placed 
things as I hate bondage.” This ſtrange girl is 


infinitely entertaining; more {© than befere- her 


marriage, I, think. She acknowledged to me, 


when we were alone, ſhe was perfectly happy; 


I rejoice in it, my Harriet, may ſhe continue ſo; 
would I could ſay ſo much for the: Earl and Sir 
Edward] thoſe amiable men occaſion me many 
a painful -moment ; the happineſs of their lives 
imbittered by me, Alas, Lady Thompſon, how 
very unfortunate that two ſuch worthy' charac- 
ters ſhould. engage their hearts to the ſame ob- 


jet! one that feels their worth, but cannot, 
ſtom the peculiarity 'of her ſituation, contribute 


to their felicity. They are both to accompany 
me to Belville Park; I have perſuaded them to 
the contrary; but hay! would not relige their 1 in- 
tentions. 71: 

We leave this place the day 0 e 
there are great preparations making for to- morrowꝰs 


entertainment; what it is to be, I know not; 


this evening I expect my guardian's family, who 
have promiſed to be preſent at this amufement. I 
| ſhall not write again, I dare ſay, till I am at 
| Belville Park; the idea of returning to that once 
_ delightful. ſpot, fills. my poor heart with ſome- 
thing like pleaſurable ſenſations ; how many 
. happy and miſerable moments have I known in 
"0 houſe ! ſince TOP 3 died, I 


have 
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have been there but once; and, though he never 
is abſent from my mind, that ſcene will bring 
him peculiarly to my imagination, Not a tree 
about the park but has lent” us ſhelter; not a hill 
but whereon we have played with childiſh. glee; ; 
and now, in a few ſhort years, to think his 
matchleſs virtues, which were the admiration of 
all who knew him, fleep in the filent tomb: his. 
watm benevolent ty that would have made 
the meaneſt of creation happy, now beats no 


more. Ah, Harriet, excuſe thoſe tears. I will 


write no longer on this heart-rending ſubject. 
Adieu. I go to take an airin airing with Sir Har- 
ry: he would not let me reſt al T fad promiſed | 
him. His chariot is at the door; . 
* to attend him, Ever yours, 


"4 
& 4 
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FIEY my 125 Hattet! * am diſtracted. 
Miſs Belville'i is gone off with Sir Harry Evelin: 
what may not my Adeline have ſuffered from 
that detelable man? for I am ſure the never 
went with her own conſent. His ſiſter would 


perſuade us ſhe did; and that it was impoſſible t to 


have taken her by trek! but I am confident to 
the contrary, though circumſtances combine a- 
gainſt her. It is now hardly light. 1 have not 

cloſed my eyes ſince I came here: but let me re- 

late the particulars of this horrid affair with al! 
the connection I can. Yeſterday evening we 
came down. in order to be 0 at an enter- 
tainment which was to be given by that deteſta- 


Fg Sir Harry, On our arrival, Mrs. Evelin told 
| us Miſs Behvlle was gone to take the air with 
her brother. 


After we had been at the Groye ſome hours, 


I grew very uneaſy; and mentioned my fears to 
the Counteſs that ſome accident had happened. 


She endeavoured to calm my apprehenſions, which 


 encreaſed as it grew late. Mrs. Evelin likewiſe 


appeared uneaſy, frequently wondering at their 
long ſtay; . though ſhe begged us not to be 
alarmed, for Miſs Belville had often ſtaid out 
later than twat. with Six man as they were both 
| e 


0 
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fond of travelling by moon-light. She ſaid: ſhe | 
had perſuaded Adeline not to go that evening, as - 
we were expected at the grove. But ſhe made an- | 
ſwer, ſhe: had a particular reaſon” for ſo doing; ; 
and would be back in time to receive us. This 
ſpeech gave me the firſt idea of ſomething baſe 
being in hand; nor did I ſcruple-to mention my 
ſuſpicions to my father, who reproved me for 
them, ſaying, Miſs Belville was certainly to 
do as ſhe pleaſed: and, if what Mrs. Evelin faid' 
was true, which he ſhould-i imagine, we need not 
be under any concern.“ In this ſtate of ſuſpenſe 
did we continue till td · in the morning; when 
Mrs. Evelin declared ſhe did not know what to 
think of Adeline's abſence; I was almoſt di- 
ſtracted with my on · apprehenſions, and begged: 
to have ſervants · diſpatehed ſeveral ways, as ſome 
accident might have befel the carriage; ; No, 
Mr. Evelin ſaid; he rather thought they had tak - 
en a trip to Scotland; for if any caſualty had 
Rappened, Sir Harryrweuld moſt likely have ſent 
home one of his ſervants. for affiftance.?”” My fa- 
ther ſeemed to liſten to this ſpeech, and enquired 
what reaſon Mr. Evelin had for ſaying ſo. He 
mentioned many eircumſtances that ſtaggered my 
father, though they had no effect on me; I knew | 
the Heart of my Adeline was entirely devoted to 
the memory of Auguſtus. Beſides, fir, faid I, 
v here was the neceſſity of ſuch a conduct? had 
M.iſs Belville felt a preference” for your brother, 
who has any right, or would think of controul- 
Kam! F 5 F ing 
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ing her? ſhe might publicly have given him her 
hand without incurring cenſure ; hy then ſhould 
ſhe diſappear in this manner, unleſs by force?“ 
« Nay, madam, anſwered he, I cannot pretend 
to clear up this affair; time alone can do it. I 
am convinced Miſs Belville entered the carriage 
with her own conſent, as I ſaw Sir Harry hand 
her in.” My father then applied to Mrs. Evelin 
to be informed whether ſhe had ever obſerved 
any degree of preference in the behaviour of Miſs 
Belville to Sir Harry. She replied, „at ſome 
times ſhe imagined ſo, and at others ſhe did not. 
But as ſhe never had preſumed to controul Miſs 
Belville, ſhe generally fpent much of her time 
alone; and frequently admitted Sir Harry to ſee 
her n others were denied that pleaſure: and 
ſhe was very certain her brother would not have 
taken this ſtep without thinking it agreeable to 
the Lady.“ My father ſaid, be thought no 


man would dare do ſo preſumptuous an act as to 


carry a girl of her conſequence off by force.“ 
Conjectures were fruitleſs. I was confident in 
my own mind Adeline had never given her con- 

ſent to ſuch a proceeding, or indeed the ſmalleſt 
_ encouragement. To make me more eaſy, my 
dear Freemer went himſelf, and diſpatched ſeve- 
ral ſervants different ways, to gain ſome tidings 
of her if poſſible. A chariot and ſix, which I 
find they left the grove in, ld bre trpeed 
CORE wy PRO 
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ſon; my ſpirits are ſo affected I cannot proceed. 
The Counteſs is nearly as much hurt as I am. 
All OE er _— n love her. 


Eleven o  clack i in the norning· 


1 Did Freemee-j is returned, but without 9 8 
certain tidings. A chariot was ſeen driving 
trough a town very faſt about ten miles diſtant 
the ſervants had on liveries. They faid . they | 
could not tell, as they were both wrapt: up in 
horſemen's coats, and had flapped hats over their 
faces. This is all. the intelligence they could 
glean with every enquiry they made. Alas, my 
Harriet !' my beloved Adeline- is certainly con- 
veyed away by force. I muſt lay ene ſens: 
1 am JO mens 0 ny e J. 
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The funily from ene e is here. The 
Earl and Sir Edward haue taken horſes, and de- 
clare they never will return without ſome news. 
of Miſs Belville. I never ſaw any thing like the 
fury they diſcovered when they were informed f 

- Adeline's abſence: the whole family are in the 
utmoſt diſtreſs on their accounts, leſt they 
ſhould meet with Sir Harry. I ſhould have told . 
you, Colonel Medway and my beloyed Freemer, 
"1 4 33 - are 
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are gone with a Heaven protect their lives 
for their own fakes and Miſs Belville's tool! 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Evelin declare they think 
ſhe went with her own conſent. My father 
ſeems rather to join in that opinion; though he 
declares if it is ſo, he never ſhall believe any 
goodneſs inhabits a hum n breaſt, He looked 
upon Adeline as the moſt perfect pattern of faith 
and conſtaney. Mrs. Medway and Mrs. Dun- 
cannon declare they know not what: to think; 
but from Miſs Belville's conduct it ſeems im- 
poſſible ſhe ſhould act thus. Phe Counteſs and 
J are the only people that remain unſtaggered. 
J am fo well acquainted with Adeline's heart, 
that it would' be 2 eee ta ſuſpect 
mg, hc «Mop; vr ue, 
I hope it will pleaſe — to. nies light: on b; 
this horrid affair, or I ſhall be quite diſtracted. 
We ſtrive to keep it as great a ſecret as e can, 
leſt the reputation of my ſuffering friend ſhould 
be injured. I fear her oppreſſed ſpirits will never 
be able to ſupport this cruel inſult. 
Adieu, Harriet. Do not let the intelligence 
J have communicated diſtreſs you too much. 
Heaven will no doubt preſerve the matchleis vir- 
tues of our Adeline, and reſtore her in ſafety to 
us. I thought it neceſſary to let you know: what 
has happened, leſt by any unforeſeen means you | 
ſhould hear of it, and imagine it worſe than it 
really i is. I will write immediately, if any thing 
rea to „ *— her worth 
com- 
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communicating. At preſent I hardly know: what . 
I m— Adieu. Ever your's 
5 Lovis FREEMER. 


Lady Trox$ON to o Mrs. Tarrurn. 
Elsa a 


An my Louis what a lone was your Jaſk! | 
I know not what I would fay ; how begin to an- 
ſwer it! Is it poſſible Mr. Somners can for a 
moment entertain doubts, of the angelic Adeline? 
Naz the i 18 incapable of ſuch a flight, I have a. 
letter-from the dear girl wrote the very evening 
ſhe left the grove; I encloſe it for your inſpec- 
tion; ; it will ſufficiently, prove her innocence. 
ohe is incapable of a falſhood. Where, where 
can ſhe be? I am miſerable on. her account. 
My mother and Sir James are equally. diſtreſſed, 
Never was any one fo beloved as my Adeline. 1 
dread to ſee Mr. Mortimer, who is coming here 
to-day. Poor man! he will deplore her loſs ſin⸗ 
cerely; he loved her uncommon merit with pa- 
ternal affection; her patient wan; had en- 
deared her to him. 

If you have any regard for the ml . 
family in the world, write, my dear Mrs. Free- 
mer, by the ſervant who brings you this expreſs. 
For what purpoſe the villain has conveyed, her 
away, heaven knows; I am diſtracted with my 
on reflections. II it ſhould pleaſe God to re- 
_* . ſtore 
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ſtore her to us, ſhe will moſt likely never ſupport 
the ſhock her- ſpirits have received. To what-a 
variety of trials has this amiable creature been 
expoſed ! her gentle mind has not recovered the 
death of Admiral Harriſon before new woes aſſail 
her, and thoſe of the moſt mortifying nature, 
How infernal muſt be that heart which is capa- 
ble of executing ſo diabolical a plan! I cannot 
help ſuſpecting Mrs. Evelin: if I wrong her, I 
am ſorry for it. I have reaſon to think from 
many of Miſs Belville's letters ſhe would aſſiſt 
Sir Harry in almoſt any thing. When I was in 
town I mentioned my ſuſpicions to Adeline, that 
I thought ſhe had a lover in this gentleman. 
She never would allow it; and attributed all his 
aſſiduĩties to friendſhip, when they evidently pro- 
ceeded from love. Sir James tells me he is ge- 
nerally thought a man of intrigue, and capable 
of any thing to gratify his paſſions : which con- 
firms me in believing he has carried Mifs Bel- 
ville off by fraud. Heaven preſerve the beloved. 
friend of my youth, and e her from his 
power. 

I will no longer detain the ſervant than to beg 
an anſwer as ſoon as poſſible, and ſubſcribe my- 
ſelf Try 4881 n 


Hanmer Tours. 
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Mes. FREEMER to 1 Tuoursox. a 


Morte grove." 


I Will write, my dear Harriet, though I hardly 
know what to ſay. Nothing yet. have we heard 
to relieve our anxiety. The Gentlemen have 
been. abſent two days, Heaven only can tell 
how this affair may terminate. I agree with 
you that Adeline is certainly forced away. My 
father begins to think ſo too. The letter you 


_ encloſed had a great effect on him: he obſerved 


a perſon muſt be very hypocritical that could 
write ſuch a letter, and at the ſame time intend 
taking ſuch a ſtep. | 

I have not enj joyed a moment of tranquility 
ſince the lofs of my Adeline; nor, tiil I have an 
account of her ſafety, ſhall I have one peaceful 
hour. My father would leave. this place imme- 
diately ; but he thinks we ſhall have an opportu- 
nity of hearing more than in London, beſides ob- 


ſerving the family. The Counteſs tells me Mrs. 


Evelin has juſt received a letter from her bro- 
ther; I mult leave you to know the contents. 
Well, Lady Thompſon, Jam now more than 


ever convinced there is ſome vile underhand do- 


ings: I will tranſcribe the letter for you; it was 


brought by a ſtranger. He ſaid he did not know 


who gave it him, but he believes it was a ſer- 
vant; who told him, if he would engage to deli- 
114 ver 


\ 


10 


6 


ver that letter two days after he gave it him, he 
ſhould have a guinea. The fellow joyfully ac- 


cepted the office, and did as he was directed. 
As we found nothing was to be gained from this 


man, we diſmiſſed him; the oy" is as EONS: 7 


6 e Sitter, 


6 © That you may not tent aboite Miſs Bel. 
ville, I ſet down to inform you the is ſafe and 
well. Before this reaches you, we ſhall be on 
our voyage for a different realm. I would have 
perſuaded my lovely companion not to go farther 
than to a diſtant part of the kingdom; but on 
account of two gentlemen 'who have 'declared 


_ themſelves her lovers, ſhe chooſes to paſs a little 


time abroad, till the matter is blown over. I 


fatter myſelf when we return I ſhall introduce 


the moſt beautiful woman in the world to my fa- 
_ mily as Lady Evelin; when we will properly 
explain to our friends the motives from which we 
acted.” Our united reſpects attend 8. 4 brother 


| _ yourſelf 


Hera Even. * 


The oroffiieſ of this Jotter at once convinces 


mee it is an atrocious falſhood. A very likely 


circumſtance, that Miſs Belville ſhould purſue 


ſuch meaſures, merely becauſe the Earl and Sir 


Edward were her declared lovers! I am very 


certain by the behaviour of Mrs. Evelin ſhe is not 
lj — of her brother's intentions: my father 


— 


and 
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and the Counteſs are of the ſame opinion. The 
fortune of Miſs Belville is ſufficient temptation 
for her to with Sir Harry ſucces. I find his 
own. eſtate is very much involved; and no doubt, 
if he can obtain Adeline's hand either by fraud or 
force, it will effectually anſwer his purpoſe: not 
that I believe he is actuated by this motive only. 
Mrs. Medway tells me ſhe is certain he was very 
much in love with Miſs Belville, and: frequently. 
diſcovered it by his behaviour and n of 
Lord Arundel. | 

Ah, my Harriet! the. little; we can gain from 
this letter is worſe than our former uncertainty. 
W hat may not the dear girl ſuffer from his bru- 
tality? I tremble but to think of it. If he is 
determined to force her hand, he will ſtop at no- 
thing to terrify her; her ſteady ſoul will ſcorn all 
his- arts, and ſhe may make him deſperate. I 
well know her reſolution, and dread every thing - 
from his villainy. I hear the trampling of horſes. 
It is the gentlemen returned. 

Alas, my dear Lady Thompſon! they have 
not heard any thing of our Adeline, though they 
have adopted every plan which could poſſibly 
tend to a diſcovery of Sir Harry. 

The letter has made my Lord and Sir Edward 
almoſt mad. They proteſt Miſs Belville never 
propoſed quitting the kingdom, and it is all an 
invention of his; but they will be revenged on 
him if he is to be found upon earth. I feared 
a quarrel with Mr, Evelin, and begged they 

would 
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would moderate their paſſion. But he behaved 
very well in the affair, and acknowledged the vi- 
olence of theſe gentlemen was very excuſable, 
and he was infinitely concerned that ſuch a cir- 
cumſtance had happened in his houſe. 

We leave them to-morrow; never I hope to 
enter this manſion again. I am ſure Mrs. Evelin 
knows more than ſhe has divulged; though from 
my heart I believe her huſband 1 is _—_ ignorant 
of this diabolical affair. 

Adieu, my dear Lady Thompſon. My heart 
is almoſt broke. You ſhall hear ſoon m from 
you enen affectionate 

Lone Papas, 
4 $50 HY! N. ö 
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Mrs, 
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Mrs. FRRRMER to Lady Tronysox. 


Grefvenor-ſquares 


I Know not what to ſay to you, my Harriet, 
or I ſhould have wrote before. No tidings have 
we yet received of our Adeline, though I believe 
we have enquired all over the kingdom by diffe- 
rent people. The Earl and Sir Edward are both 
in town under the moſt terrifying apprehenſions 
for her. Mr. Evelin has been at our houſe ſeve- 
ral times, and aſſures us he knows not where Sir 
Harry is: he has ſent to both his country ſeats, 
but he has not been at either. It is now above 
week ſince ſhe firſt left Myrtle-grove. Poor 
dear creature! what muſt ſhe not have ſuffered in 
that time! let her be where ſhe will, her con- 
finement muſt be great, or ſhe would have wrote. 
Mr. Evelin is ſtill of opinion ſhe went off with 
her own conſent;- though our obſtinacy to the 
contrary rather age him: he has really be- 
haved very well in this affair, and ſhares our 
concern for her loſs. I begged to know if Sir 
Harry had any other places in-the country ex- 
_ cept Fairy-hill and Ruſhbrook-caſtle. He af- 
ſured me upon his honour he had not. My fa- 


ther has ſent to both ſeats, but he is not nor has 
been there, 


Ah, Lady Thompſon ! what will become of 
ys? ba The Counteſs ſtrives to keep up my ſpirits, 
| : but 


— 


* 
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but in vain. If my Adeline is unhappy, and forced 
into a hated marriage, adieu to every comfort. 
Captain Freemer is nearly as much affected as I 
am. In ſhort, never was there a family in 
greater diſtraction. But all our grief appears no- 
thing, -when compared, to Re Earl's and Sir Ed: 
| We were not able to . Mifs Belville's 
loſs from her ſervants; they all diſcovered the 
moſt extravagant concern: one would imagine 
| they had loſt all they had in the world, ſuch ge- 
neral lamentations prevail. The ſorrow of old 
William is. moſt affecting; he has not taken any 
nouriſhment for many days, nor can I prevail on 
him by any intreaty; he refuſes every thing, and 
walks up and down the houſe wringing his 
rec Adieu, n ne I 'cannot writs 
I, 
Py Loba Tasks. 
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Sir HARRY EVELIN to Captain MonTAGUE. & 


pee 7 rod 


M, AV eternal curſes Vaſt the whole world 
and may every perſon in it feel the agony of diſ- 
appointment that now rends my heart! Mifs 
Belville is gone, Montague, gone for ever]! Ah, 
my deviliſh ſqueamiſſineſs, not to have forced 
her hand when ſhe was firſt brought here ! but T 
thought to have prevalled by tenderneſs, and 
have undone - myſelf; my foll,, my damned 
folly, has ruined me! Never ſhall I again look 
upon my ſoul, this cruel blow to all my 
ey will break my heart; I ſhall not ſurvive 
Adeline will be revenged, and I ſhall be 

| zully puniſhed, | I have not ceaſed ſwearing a 
moment, fince I made the mortifying diſcovery, 
*till T'took up my pen to write; but let me tell 
you how it happened: I roſe this mornings and 
went to Mifs Belville's chamber; I aſked, 
through the key-hole, how ſhe did; but re- 
ceived no anfwer. Alarmed at this, I haſtily 
opened the door, and lobked all over the room; 
but ſhe was not there; like" a madman I roared 
for Deborah, who was not yet up. I flew to 
her room, where ſhe lay faſt aſſleep; I ſwore I 
would kilt her, inſtantly, if ſhe did not tell me 
all fre knew-of Mifs Belville; the poor 11M 


OI IE REY Jutiped out of bed ; 
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and, throwing herſelf on her knees, ſwore, by 
all that was good, ſhe knew nothing about her. 
I was ſoon convinced ſhe was not concerned in 
her eſcape; and bid her dreſs herſelf, and 
follow me down ſtairs. I returned to the cham- 
ber of my cruel charmer; again I looked over 
every part of it; but no traces of her was to be 
Fl ſtung to the heart, I threw myſelf down 
on the window-ſeat, and perceived a ladder of 
ropes faſtened to it; this was proof ſufficient 
how ſhe eſcaped ; but then who-could aſſiſt her? 
that ſome one Sroupht her this ladder was evi- 
dent; again, 13 ſuſpected the old woman, and in- 
terrogated her very warmly ; ſhe was nearly as 
much ſurprized as I had been; and, in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, ptoteſted har innocence. I 
looked narrowly about the wood, thinking ſhe 
might lay. concealed in ſome. part of it, but in 
vain; I fe the marks of human feet through 
ſeveral of the thickeſt brambles ; at the extre- 
mity of the wood, horſes had been z by that 
means, it was evident, the got away; but by 
whom aſſiſted, I know not. 
A hope of regaining her is weak and * 
lous; what then will become of me ! if I return 
to London, I muft fight with Lord Arundel. or 
Sir Edward; they will certainly eſpouſe her 
cauſe ; well, and what if I fall? life js a burden 
to me, and I wiſh to get rid of it. Ah! Mon- 
tague, my brain is on fire; I am all deſpair. 
Sure ſome peculiar pour, protects this lady; fo 
nothing, 
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nothing, I think, but a hand divine, could have 
got her from me. No human feet, I dare ſ y, 
has before trod this horrid place, for years; the 
neighbouring people believe this manſion is the 
abode of witches and infernal ſpirits. I wiſh 
but to find the man who aided her eſcape; and 
when I had cut vim Fe. I would ſhoot 
myſelf... 

I am preparing to leave this Long where I 
ſhall go, heaven knows : I muit conceal. myſelf, 
for a time, till I hear how the return of Miſs 
Belville is received; but what care I? bell would 
be ee to what | feel at this moment. 


1 fe Eva. 


- 


— — — 
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. 5 Brivnus to Mrs. OY 


Wo 'R OM a very humble though, 1 hope, ſafe 
X © Uwelling; write, Louifa, to tell you J live, 
Ah] my friend, what muſt you, and my other 
favourers, have ſuffered on my account! I have 
been innured to ſorrow ; and felt, not greatly for 
myſelf, though for your pangs, my heart was 
torn with anguiſh. Surely, thy Adeline muſt 
have been very wicked, without intention, to 


* \eall for ſuch a variety of afflictions! but let me 


not repine, nor, for-a moment, murmur againſt 
the power who has ſuffered ſuch peculiar misfor- 
tunes to befall me. I propoſe, if I have ſpirits to 
go through the narrative, to relate the particulars 
of every thing that has happened fince I left 
Myrtle Grove, in a fatal hour, left it. I hardly 
know where to begin. Ah! Mrs, Freemer, my 
heart has undergone a very ſevere ſhock, but no 
more of that : I left off writing a letter to Lady 
_ Thompſon, in order to attend Sir Harry Evelin 
in an airing,” as I had promiſed : he had drawn 
this engagement from me reluctantly, as I knew 
you, and my other beloved friends, were to be 
down that evening ; however, as I had faid 1 
would go, I put on my cloak, and went down 
ſtairs ; he met me in the hall, and taking my 
ba.” « my dear Miſs Belville, ſaid he, I fear 
we ſhall have hardly time enough for our ride, if 
you delay much longer, the carriage waits,” * 


/ 
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led me towards it; I obſerved, fix bees 00 r 

unneceſſary for ſo ſhort an excurſion as ours; he 

ſaid, we ſhould go with more expedition; and 

therefore he had ordered them: we were ſoon + 

ſeated in the carriage; Mr. Evelin ſaw us, ang 

wiſhed us a pleaſant ride; away we flew. I ſaid, 

two or three times, I thought we went very 

faſt; in anſwer to that, he obſerved, the horſes 
were a great deal out of exerciſe, and hardly 

knew what to do with themſelves. I made no 

more obſervations ; and we proceeded on, till I 

imagined we might be about ten or twelve miles 

from the Grove; I looked on my watch, and 

found it was confleraly paſt ſeven ; I then pro- 

poſed to Sir Harry that we ſhould return; ſay- 

ing, I thought by the time we got back you 

would de come; he let down the glaſs, and or- 

dered the poſtilion to turn round at the firſt con- 

venient place: we were then in a narrow lane; 

the fellow anſwered, he could not turn *till he 
got out of that lane, which was very long; Sir 
Harry ſwore at him, and aſked why he came 
that way!? - he replied, when we got upon the 
Common it was much nearer home; his maſter 
did him proceed, and make haſte, . We then 
talked on a variety of ſubjects for a conſiderable | 
time. | 
os has kan tb atten- 

tion by every method he could think of; as I 

had not the leaſt ſuſpicion, he 3 very 

Vol. V. | GG well 
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| well. I was ſurprized, on letting down the win- 
dow, to ſee the moon almoſt riſen, and again 
looked on my watch; bleſs me, ſaid I, it is 
paſt nine o'clock '“ Indeed! anſwered Sir 
Harry, I did not think it was ſo late; this fellow 
muſt certainly have loſt his way z' he called to 
him ſeveral times; but he made him no anſwer. 
At laſt he ſtopped and ſaid, we were not far from 
the Grove. Surely, Thomas, ſaid I, there is 
no Common ſo near Mr. Evelin's, as I remem- 
ber; yes, madam, replied; he, there is; but I 
believe you never was there before.” Again, he 
drove on with the utmoſt expedition ; the moon 
was entirely up, I wondered we were not at 
home; and I could not avoid obſerving to Sir 
Harry, it was very amazing that the man ſhould 
have loſt himſelf, as was certainly the caſe, or 
we would not have been fo long in returning; 
he made a flight anſwer to what: I ſaid; which 
| firſt gave me a ſuſpicion of the truth. «© For 
heaven's ſake, Sir Harry, faid I, tell me to what 
part of the wortd I am going ; and for what pur- 
poſe thus drawn away; (he looked confuſed) | 
inſiſt upon knowing, fir, what you mean; for I 
am certain, by the manner of our going, your 
ſervant has inſtructions. 4. He has, my lovely 
Miſs Belville, anſwered he, I will aus 119 
the truth; your cruelty, madam, © inſpired me 
with this ſcheme ; I found I could not live with- 
out you: and therefore, at any hazard, refolved 
8 | * 0 
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to ſecure you mine; deſpair prompted me to fall 
on this method: you had forbid me to hope, and 
threatened never to ſee me more, if I again men- 
tioned my paſſion ; what could I ds? I loved you 
to a degree of madneſs; and ſeized this opportu- 
nity to convey you to a place of my own till 
you honour me with your hand. My intentions 
towards you, madam, are perfectly honourable; 
when you are Lady Evelin, we will go to any 
part of the globe you pleaſe. Forgive then, my 
beloved Adeline, this gentle violence, which deſ- 
pair alone ſuggeſted as the only method to ſecure 
you mine. My affection for you amounts almoſt 
to adoration; and will continue to the end of my 
life.“ He 9 0 J was ſilent; he would have 
taken my hand; I haſtily withdrew it. Again 
he proceeded ; Believe me, madam, nothing 
_. would have induced me to have done what T have, 
but the certainty that yon never would have liſtened 
to my love; and yet I cannot avoid fondly flat- 
tering! myſelf, if I could onee convince you of 
my ſincere attachment, you might condeſcend 
to bleſs me with your hand.” And is this the 
way you mean to prove your love, Sir Harry, 
anſwered I ; but whither are you taking me ?” 
4% To a hens not far diſtant, madam; and 
for what purpoſe, ſir ?*” 4 To make me the hap- 
pieſt of men, by becoming my wife, charming 
Miſs Belville !** © Do you mean to uſe compul- 
ſion, fir ?“ « Not if it can be avoided, madam, 


Ga but 


SAY PEMALE STABILITY. 


but you muſt be mine; 40 pour um earth ſhall 

force you ſrom me; I have proceeded thus far, 
and will finiſh my purpoſe, or die in the attempt.” 
I was terrified, and could not refrain my tears. 
« Cruel man, ſaid I, why will you thus diſtreſs 
me? Reflect on the agonies of my Louiſa and 
her amiable father. Ah, Sir Harry, if you have 
a ſpark of humanity in your compoſition, let me 
return; I care not for myſelf, but the ſorrow of 
my nals diſtracts me.” I claſped my hands 
| together, in great emotion, and continued weep- 
ing. Compoſe yourſelf, Miſs Belville, ſaid 
he, this grief is unavailing; you muſt. go to the 
place I have fixed; you have nothing to appre- 
hend from my treatment. When you conſent to 
become Lady Evelin, I will attend you wherever 
vou pleaſe; but, till then, you muſt be content 
to ſuffer a little conſmement. As to your friends, 
madam, continued he, with an inſulting fneer, 
I have taken care to pacify them; they will have 
a letter to-morrow, that will inform them you 

are ſafe and well. I ſuppoſe you reckon Lord 
Arundel and Sir Edward Wilmot among the 
number of your friends; your flight, as I have 
repreſented it, will give them a great deal of con- 
cern, I. have no doubt; but if they knew how 
much you ſuffered likewiſe, they would not 
grudge ten times more afſtiction, to purchaſe fo 
many pearly MAN re * moſt key 27 11 
an 2 1 


I ſur⸗ 
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Gwered him, though I could not ſuppreſs the tears 
that ſtreamed. down my cheeks : Indeed, Sir 
Harry, I. did not think you capable of ſuch 


as I have often done before, I never will be your 


ville, though I regard ſelf- murder as the greateſt 
crime, I would meet death from my own hands; 


but I. believe, continued I; there will; not be the 


leaſt occaſion for means ſo violent; your cruel 
treatment, joined to the many troubles. I have 
known, for a ſeries of years, will end the conflict, 
and L ſhall effectually eſcape your power,” Had 
not my ſpirits been in a violent flutter, Louiſa, I 
ſhould have been aſhamed of ſuch a ſpeech, but, 


at the moment, I thought a little ill- uſage would 
ſoon break my heart. 


power; it is your own fault if you. drive me to 
extremities; I will make you my wife, before we 
part, let what will be the conſequence. Vou 
cannot violate your faith to a man departed; Mr. 


Grenville poſſeſſed your heart while he lived; but 


he is gone, and you are no longer under any en- 
gagements; therefore think no more of him, my 


u y Meine, but make happy the man whe 


iert „ | adores 


1 ſurveyed dim with the utmoſt horror; and 
finding he had finiſhed his cruel ſpeech, 1 an- 


cruelty as your laſt words diſcovered; however; 
if you imagine the method you have E wil! 
intimidate me, you are miſtaken. I declare now, 


wife: rather than violate my faith to Mr. Gren- 


Remember, Miſs Bel- 
ville, anſwered he, you are now intirely in my 
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adores you.” „ „ Not think of him replied q; | 
alas! he is never a moment abſent from my 
thoughts] my memory dwells upon his virtues 
with delight. Ah, my | Auguſtus! + cried I, 
would thy Adeline was with thee in a better 
world ! for I ſee no comfort is my portion in 
this.” The ſtopping of the carriage prevented 
my proceeding. © Come, Miſs Belville, ſaid 
Sir WY we are now arrived at the end'of our 
journey.” The ſervant opened the door, he 
took my hand: I knew it would be a folly to 
make reſiſtance, and therefore ſuffered him to 
help me out. I could hardly ſtand; he ſupported 
me, and begged I would not be alirened. * The 
Chaiſe drove off, with great expedition, the mo- 
ment we had quitted it. We walked to the en- 
trance of à very gloomy wood; through the 
thick trees, the moon with difficulty penetrated: 
1 found. we were to enter this horrid place, which 
looked like the abode of ſome Magician, and 
therefore walked on without heſitation. 
Alfter paſſing through ſeveral intricate turnings 
and windings, we came to an old houſe, which 
by the light of the moon, I diſcovered was in a 
very ruinous condition: Sir Harry knocked at 
the door, which was opened by a horrid-looking 
woman: ( Have you got candles, Deborah of 
ſaid he; ſhe anſwered in the affirmative, and led 
us through a lozg paſſage, at the end of which 
Was  a,largo „ room, with a table 
ſpread, 


— 
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| ſpread,” and ſeveral candles lighted ; when the 
had conducted us, ſhe ſhut the door and retired: 


I flung myſelf on a ſopha, quite wearied. Sir 
Harry ſeated himſelf by me, and ftrove, by 


every argument he could think of, to make me 


eaſier ; aſſuring me, nothing but the moſt per- 
fect honour was intended me; I heard him, but 
made not the leaſt anfwer ; he intreated me to 
eat,” but I could not touch any thing; with much 
difficulty, I drank a glaſs of wine : finding I was 
reſolved not to-partake of the repaſt, he ſat down. 
 by-himſelf, and eat of ſeveral: things; when he 


had ſupped, the old woman took away the 
cloth, and retired as before; again, he made 


many proteſtations of everlaſting love and ho- 
nour; concluding. with ſaying, whenever I 
choſe to retire, the ſervant. ſhould conduct me.“ 


I told him, „I wiſhed it immediately; he 


rung the bell, ſhe ſoon appeared; „ ſhew this 
lady to her chamber,” ſaid he; ſhe took two 


candles, and went befoie; Sir Harry, reſpect- 
fully, wiſhed me good night; I returned him no 


anſwer, but followed my conductreſs in ſilence; 


ſhe led me to a room over that we had been ſitting 
in; and offered her aſſiſtance to undreſs me; I 
told her, I never had any; and that ſhe might 


retire. After ſome little heſitation, ſhe ſaid, ſhe 


hoped I ſhould not be angry, but her maſter had 
ordered” her to bring -the key of my chamber to 
tim, and that ſhe muſt not diſobey him. Find- 


ing 
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ing it would be in vain to reſiſt, I told her ſhe 
might do as ſhe. pleaſed z ſhe curtſied, and, 
wiſhing me good night, went out, and locked 
the door after her. I then took a ſurvey of my 
priſon; there was no door in it but the one ſhe 
had locked; the windows were very high from 
the ground, which rendered a thought of eſcape 
from them vain. The whole appearance of the 
room was. horrid beyond deſeription; in many 
parts of it was carving, and old-faſhioned deco- 


_ rations, that ſerved more to terrify, than orna· 


ment; the ſides were hung with tapeſtry, worked 
in large figures. I looked on them till I ima- 
gined they were living. Wearied with this 
fooliſh employment, I threw myſelf on the bed, 
and wept, for ſome time, without intermiſſion; 
tired, at laſt, I dropped. aſleep; it was broad day 
when I awoke ; and looking on my watch, 1 
found it near ſeven & clock; after re-dreſſing,, 1 
| betook myſelf to the bt Haul to. ſee what ſort of 
. place I was in: the houſe is incircled by an 
extenſive wood ; a court before it, ſeems to have 
e e part of it; a high wall ſurrounds 
this court, which is full of Weeds, and in a very 
ruinous condition. 
Through 4 break in the wood, 1 obſerved | 
ſomething like a tower, the greateſt part of 
which was mouldered away; and that which 
ſtood, ſerved only for the habitation ef owls, 
There Ld two wings to the houſe ; i” 
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mould ſay, have been; for they are now in ruins. 
Indeed, there ſeems not any of the dwelling ha- 
bitable, except that part where I was. _ 
When 1 had, for ſome time, obſerved "A 
gloomy objects that ſurrounded me, I heard 
fome one unlock my door; it proved to be the 
old woman; who told me, her maſter was up, 
and waited: breakfaſt for me; I followed her 
down ſtairs. Sir Harry met me at the door of 
the parlour, and politely enquired after my 
| health? I anſwered, as it really was, indifferent. 
He begged me to make tea; I did ſo, and drank 
ſeveral diſhes ; he expreſſed ks. fatĩsfaction at it; 
and, when breakfaſt was. over, aſked me if 1 
would honour him with my company in a walk? 
As I hoped to make fome obſervations that might 
bes of ſervice to me, I conſented; and we went 
together into the wood ; he ſhewed me the houſe 
which, on the Oumſide, appears in the moſt 
ruinous ſtate; the wood, likewiſe, has not been 
properly taken care of; and is not much better 
than the manſion. In vain I looked for ſome 
path that might lead me out of it, if I ſhould be 
fortunate enough to get from the houſe, it ap- 
peared impaſſable in every part; nor VOWS I dif | 


| | W 


When I returned to the houſe, 1 fad, 1 
eld retire to my apartment; which Sir Harry 
immediately confented to, aſſuring me, every 
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would favour him. I made no anſwer, but wet 
up ſtairs; where I ſtaid *till dinner was ready, | 
when I was again ſummoned to the parlour,” As 
foon as the cloth was remove, Sir Harry again 
entered on the hateful topic of marriage. I aſ- 
fured”. him, no conſideration whatever ſhould 
oblige me to break my reſolution. He appeared 
furprized at my declaration. Do you con- 
| fider, madam, faid he, that you are not at your 
own houſe, or where you command ? You have 
heard my fixed purpoſe, and I am not to be moved 
more than yourſelf. I have no more than this to 
fy, Miſs Belville, I love you with the moſt paſ- 
ſionate fondneſs, and am determined to make you = 
my wife; if you will not. conſent, your hand 
muſt be forced; I give you, from this time, ſix 
days to confuler of it; nor, till they are elapſed, 
will I uſe any forcible method; all ſhall be mild- 
neſs and perſuaſion only; Tanks after that time, if 
you do not freely give your hand, I will by force 
receive it; and when you are my wife, no bu- 
man power will have any right to part us. 
Collecting all the firmneſs I could into my 
ae T anſwered him; © Believe me, Sir 
Harry, your threats and intreaties have the ſame 
effect on me; they ſhake not the ſteady purpoſe 
of my foul;. 1 never will be your's: and let any 
man force my hand, or you receive it at your 
peril.” I found myſelf greatly hurt at this inde- 
| licate treatment, and 22 up and down the 
1 room 
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room in anger. He endeavoured to appeaſe me, - 
and my diſpleaſure laſted; not long: I fat down 


again, and reflected, violence wouſd be of no 


ſervice" to me. I determined to appear ſatisfiddd 


i poſſible, and by that means make him leſs cau- 
tious. In the evening I begged to have the key 
of my toom. He replied, it gave him infinite 
concern to refuſe me ſuch a trifle, but till I was 
his, or had promiſed to be ſo, he could not in- 


dulge me: he engaged upon his-honour. I ſhould 
not receive the ſmalleſt moleſtation from him. 
Finding I could not ſucceed, I thought it better 


to ſay no more . retired to my gloomy 
chamber as the night before; and ſeating myſelf 
in the window, began to think in what, manner L 


ſhould proceed; after reſlecting 2. great while, * | 


. ſaw no poſſibility of eſcape; + The horrors of my 
ſituation cauſed me to ſhed tears in great abun- 
dance; the moon ſhone through the trees, and 
diſcovered part of the gloomy ,wood ; the owls 
from the ruined tower hooted in a melancholy 
done; and the noiſe of the trees agitared by the 
wind compleated the mournful aſſemblage of diſ- 
agreeable ſound. -- Tired at laſt with my own ſad 
reflections, I retired to bed; where nature ex- 
hauſted ſoon fell aſleep, and loſt in balmy repoſe 


the remembrance of every -difagreeable ſenſation :. 
but too ſoom it fled, neee eee 
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favourable to his wiſhes. -* I would give you 
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When: J joined Sir Harry at breakfaſt, he 
paid me many compliments on my appearance, 
which was greatly improved by the repoſe I had: 


been bleſſed with. This day was paſſed exactly 


as the former; Sir Harry took every opportunity: 
of mentioning his paſſion: I heard him, becauſe 


I could not help it; but I continued deter- 


mined rather to die than marry him. Fhus 


paſſed ſive horrid days; all was a repetition. of 
the ſame diſagreeable theme. At parting the 
fifth evening, he told me he flattered: himſelf L 
ſhould give him the day after the next an anſwer 


the longeſt time, my dear Miſs Belville, conti 


nued he, to overcome your feruples; and there- 


ſore have not deſired z reply till the morning o 


the ſeventh day. Fou know my determina- 


tion, Sir Harry, ſaid I, ſighing; nor ſhall L eves 
alter it.” I ſtayed not for his anſwer, but went 
to my on apartment: here as uſual I ſat down 
in the window, and payed a large tribute of tears 
to my miſery. Sincerely did I pray to be taken 
from this world, as I faw no human means of 
eſ:aping from a mis fortune worſe than death. E 
was entirely engroſſed by my gloomy . ſituations, 
when I was ſuddenly interrupted in my melan- 


my window. I looked down; and by the light 


of the moon 5 a paper in 
I, if 
you 
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you have the leaſt compaſſion, abſt me in eſcap- 
ing from this houſe,” where I am confined againſt 
my inclination. I know it, madam, anſwered 
he, and will bring you things proper for your 
eſcape to-morrow night; this letter will inform 
vou who ſent me:“ he put it on a very high 
ftick; and held it to me: I took it; he e 
ately retired. When I had recovered my ſur- 
priſe at an event that ſeemed ſo directly the work 
of providence, I opened the e. which con- 
an lowing: ware: BY | 
& Madam, 
The incloſed will Abtes by Wen 
I came to know of your ſituation, and convinee 
you at once of my truth and real deſire to ſerve 
you; That letter fell out of Captain Montague's 
pocket ſome time ago, and fortunately was found 
by me. | Shocked at a ſcheme ſo liabolical, I'de- - 
_ ternhined-to: fruſtrate it, and preſerve one inno- . 
cent and perhaps amiable woman from miſery. 
I conjectured from the contents of the epiſtle you 
did nat love Sir Harry, and therefore was con- 
vinced I ſhould do you a real ſervice in reſcuing 
this will be at your window the nent evening 
with things proper far your eſcape; if you are in- 
Clined; te accept of his aſſiſtanee: he will have 
horſes @ little out of the wWeod, and will convey 
you ſafe to his mother 's, whe: lives almoſt eight | 
aud twenty miles from where you are. They [ 
Fu 5 are 


a. 
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are both very worthy and honeſt people; and in 
their cottage you need not fear Sir Harry will 
diſcover you. I will anſwer with my life for 


their care of you, till you inform your friends of 


your ſituation or adopt what plan you think pro- 
per. It now only remains, madam, to inform 


you who I am, and by what means I came to be 


acquainted with Captain Montague, who is an 


intimate friend of Sir Harry's, and generally re- 


fides at Fairy-hill. My name is Emelia Ayſ- 
cough, once the happieſt of women ; but by for- 
feiting my innocence I became the moſt miſera- 
ble. Sir Harry Evelin is the cruel ſpoiler of my 
peace; he won my credulous heart, and made 


| : me ſwerve from virtue: I fled" a father's love, a 


mother's foſtering arms, the kind protection of a 
parent's roof, to follow this beloved deſtroyer of 
my happineſs. I hoped to have been his wife; 


that flattering dream was quickly ended. Im a 


little time, my artleſs love was diſregarded; and 
] was forſaken for ſome new favourite; but this, 
madam; was a ſmall puniſhment -in' compariſon 
to my fault. 'T'wo hapleſs children was the 
conſequence of my unfortunate error; who, with 
their wretched mother, are doomed to infamy 
and diſgrace  'tig'true, Sir Harry kept me above 
want, and placed me at Fairy Hill; where I 
have, ever ſince, lived. It was here Captain 


Montague accidentally dropped the letter which 


2 me of your ſituation.” Though the 


ſame 
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ſame baſe Sonde is not intended for you, that 
was practiſed againſt me, yet miſery muſt be the 


reg 


conſequegee; if you marry ſuch a man as Sir 


Harry, without affection; let your perfections 
be ever ſo exquiſite, they will not long hold him ; 
he is inconſtant as the wind; and no ay 
hoon mh alter his natural diſpoſition. 
Thope, madam, you will taxe my intentions 
as they are meant, intirely to do you ſervice. I 
have experienced enough of woe, myſelf, from 
his machinations; and ſhall rejoice: to fave one 
innocent woman from miſery. When you have 
eſcaped his power, if you would inform me of 
your ſafety, I ſhould eſteem it a ſufficient recom- 
pence for the ſervice I wiſh to render you. Be- 
lieve me, madam, though I have ſwerved from 
the narrow road of virtue, I am not abſolutely 
abandoned; I have ſincerely repented my devia- 
tion from innocence; and, while I have life, 
I ſhall continue to lament my, weak exedulity. 1 | 
think my ſtay cannot be long in this world; 
and, was one unhappy. circumſtance off my 
mind, I could contentedly die, and leave my 
poor boys to providence: this is, having * 
a beloved father and mother to the grave, with 
ſhame; my inexcuſable flight broke their hearts; 
and they ſurvived not long after it. * 
0 Pardon me, madam, I will no longer take 
up your time with my troubles; but enn 
era? * ſincere well- wiſher, 


Loa Avscovcn.” 
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Ther encloſed ker; was a8 follows : 
* - 
1 * Captain Werra * 


0 „AT lat, Montague, I am come to a ela- 
tion of taking Miſs Belville, from Myrtle Grove, 
by fraud: my laſt converſation with her con- 
vinces me, nothing will move her to give me her 
hand while ſhe continues in the power of her 
friends; but, when I have her in my poſſeſſion, 
if ſhe refuſes to become my wife; I am deter- 
mined to force her. I have ſpoke to Tom Allen, 
and he will be at hand to perform the ceremony. 
J think it a bold undertaking; but, if I am ſuc- 
ceſsful, it will amply pay me both for the anxiety 
and trouble I. ſhall have been at. Mifs Belville 
is expected at Myrtle Grove in a few days; the 
firſt favourable opportunity I ſhall take her away. 
As my abſence would be ſuſpected, I muſt get 
you to have things prepared ready for our reeep- 
tion at Sparrow Wood; thorgh I am apprehen= 
five we ſhall not find 6h f to ſet in; -F have 
not been there for ſo many years, that, I dare 
ſay, it is almoſt entirely blown down; however, 
you muſt have a few things carried there; for to 
that place I ſhall certainly convey my lovely prize. 
know we never ſhould be diſcovered” there; 
and arr eſcape from that houſe is E 8 yu 
i get en anal nba 


— Ti 
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_ 4 ] cannot-extoute- my purpoſe without the 
knowledge of Mrs. Evelin; and: therefore have 
ſounded her upon it; ſhe ſtarted ſome objections 
at firſt ; but when I convinced her my intentions 
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vhat ſhe could for me. 

uf Thare another favour to beg of you, Mon- 
tague, and that is, to! make a viſit to Fanny 
Smytbe; and, in my name, pacity her, if poſ- 


ſible; the little vixen threatans to leave the 


 Caftie, and come to F airy Hill, if I do not 
ſhortly. appear. As the ſituation of my affairs 


with Miſs Belville renders ſuch an expedition to- 


tally inconvenient, I muſt be obliged to your 
friendſhip to conclude matters without it. 
When cace'T m ef my adored 


Adeline, I will diſpoſe both of her and Emilia. 


All my thoughts will be confined to the divine 
Lady Evelin. I ſhall be extremely ſorry if ſhe 
obliges me to uſe any degree of compulſion; 


though when once ſhe is my wife, her excellent 


ideas of duty will lead her to make the beſt of it. 


I flatter myſelf, time, and my conſtant endea- 


vours to make her happy, may induce her gentle 
heart to regard me with affection. 
Upon my ſoul, Montague, this charming 


girl engroſſes all my thoughts | I could not ſup-. 


port life without her ; which I hope, when ſhe is 


convinced of, may plead uy pardon-for the ſtep 


Lean to take 


« I ſhall 
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. << T ſhall have no difficulty in perſuading her 
to take an airing with me; and then adieu to 
every ſeruple; away we go to Sparrow Wood, 
_ where I hope to be made the happieſt of men] 
Let me know, Montague, when things are ready 
there; and engage old Deborah by way of at- 
tendant. When I am happy enough to fix the 
day of our arrival, ſhe ſhall be informed. In 
the mean time, I am yours, under a ſtate of dif 
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When 1 had finiſhed reading theſe two e 
I cannot give you the leaſt idea of my ſenſations, 


by deſcription ; gratitude to Heaven and my 
kind deliverer, took entire poſſeſſion of my heart; 


I poured forth my thanks to the Almighty, who 


had thus ſent me comfort when I was near de- 
ſpair; and having depoſited the, letters in my 
pocket-book, betook myſelf to bed with a ee 
r 92 
When 1 met Sir Harry at breakfaſt, my coun- 
: e I ſuppoſe, expreſſed a degree of ſatisfac- 
tion in it, that had not before appeared ſince I 
had been in the houſe; for he obſerved it, and 
ſaid, if I knew. the joy a ſmile of mine gave 
him, I would, in mere humanity, emen 
condeſcend to wear thoſe captivating graces.”! 


I anſwered with a degree of good humour that | 
threw him into raptures, and we paſſed the day. 


in great harmony : In the afternoon he propoſed 
a walk; but I refuſed, under pretence of a head- 
ach ; though- the true reaſon was, leſt my kind 
— ſhould be any where near, and Sir 
Harry ſee him, which would not fail to inſpire 


him with ſuſpieions; be inſtantly conſented to 


ſtay at home, and we paſſed the evening together; 
he ſeemed elated at the change in my behaviour ; 


and expreſſed his happineſs at it in the moſt extra- 


vagant terms; he ſaid he flattered himſelf my 
anſwer, the next day, would be favourable to 


* wiſhes, I did not abſolutely e ant yo 
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idea, which: put him in high ſpirits; he-drank 
ſeveral glaſſes. of wine, and importuned me to 
do ſo likewiſe. After I had taken my uſual 
quantity, which. was: two. glafſes, I aroſe, and 
wiſhed: him a good night; he begged: I would 
honour him with my company for another half- 
| hour; but I urged my indiſpoſition as an excuſe; 
which immediately ſilenced him, and he led me 
to the door with expreſſions of violent loye. 
Soon aſter, I heard him retire to his own cham- 

ber, which is not far diſtant from that I ſlept in; 
I opened my window with a palpitating heart, 
and looked euery where for my: conductor; but 1 
ſtate of expectation fr nean two hours; my fer- 
tile imagination vormented me with ideal appre- 
denſions; at laſt, my deliverer appeared, and 
threw: up to me a ladder of ropes, which 1 faſt- 
enced to the window; and with a heart that hardly 
beat, through: fear; I caſt. my eyes to Heaven, 
and ventuted on it; how I got down; I know 
not; hewever, E ſoon found myſelf in his arms. 
* Heaven preſerve me ! ſaid I; and deliver me 
from the horrors of this place! „ Fear not, ma- 
dam, anſwered my guide, I will lead you out of this 
wood quickly; he took my hand; and broke a 
way, through the brambles; as well as he could; 
1 followed him with all the expedition I could 

make, and we ſoon loft ſight of the houſe. He 
. b d aaa * O, yes, ſaid I, only 


give 
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give me a horſe, and T will not ſuffer kin to be 
tedious.” He ſmiled at my eagerneſs, and TO 


7 begged | would not be alarmed. e 


After paſſing over many brambles, . we came 


to a path that led us out of the wood. In an 


adjacent field there were two horſes tied to a tree; 

my companion ſeated me on one, and mounting 

the other, we galloped off with precipitation; 

the moon was very bright, and it was more plea- 
ſant for riding than by day. 


rr 
my deliverer could, with difficulty, keep up with 


me; he often aſſured me there was no danger; 
but his aſſurances did not retard my expedition. 
In about two hours and a half, we came to a 
neat cottage, which ſtood on a common; here 
my guide ſtopped, and told me, I had reached 
the end of my journey; he knocked at the door, 
which was opened by his mother; ſhe welcomed 
me to her houſe with honeſt plainneſs; and ſaid, 
every thing ſhe could do, I might command; 
I thanked her; and told them both, they ſhould 
de amply rewarded for their humanity to a 
ſtranger. As to that, madam, anſwered the 
old woman, neither I, nor my ſon, want any 
reward; if we have done you ſervice, I rejoice 


at it; Madam — ab not tell Robin 


what you was confined for, nor 'wiho you was; 


| the only ſaid, ſhe believed you Was à young lady 
3 that — 


— 
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your friends; to be ſure, Sir Harry is a fad man 
to her, as well as to many others; though I be- 
lieve ſhe loves him dearly for all that; for ſhe 
ried fadly, my ſon ſays, when ſhe told him 
what to de; and ſaid, ſhe hoped to fave, at 
leaft, one of her own ſex from the miſery ſhe had 
ſuffered,” © Aye, that ſhe did, Interrupted the 
young man, and I do believe, though ſhe is not 
married to Sir Harry, ſhe is as good a lady as 
ever lived.“ I could not reſtrain my tears that 
flowed for the misfortunes of this amiable wo- 
man; and heartily did I wiſh to extricate her 
from the power of her cruel ſeducer, which, if 
it pleaſes Heaven to preſerve wy __ wy mean to 
dee 
I aſked theſe hone people W more a 
Miſs Ayſcough; and their accounts ſtill en- 
ereaſed my pity for her: I find Sir er , 
for ſome time, totally neglected her.. 
Ohl my Louiſa, what a deteſtable man is 
this | what exquiſite miſery has thy Adeline 
eſcaped by the humanity of the poor undone 
Emilia! When the old woman had drawn her 
portrait, which ſhe did in very ſtriking colours, 
ſhe aſſured me, it was out of pure regard for 
cher, that they undertook to aſſiſt my eſcape; and 
not for any hope of reward. Ah! madam, 
ſaicd poor Robin, ſcratching his head, but if 1 
had ſeen you, I would willingly hazard my 
life 10 ſerve ſo pretty a lady; I thank you, 


* 
- 2 * A 
Nr | | | | 
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Mt. Harris, anſwered I, let your motives for 
behaving ſo humanely be what they would, 1 
am greatly obliged to you; and ſhall regard you 
as my deliverer while I have life; be aſſured, oy 
have not conferred an obbgation/on a ſordid, or 
mean diſpoſition ; but on one who will never fail | 
to acknowledge it, and will amply pay you with 
this world's goods: as an earneſt of what I in- 
tend, I entreat your acceptance of this trifle, 
giving him my purſe (which I believe contained 
about twenty guineas) I have one more-favour to 
| beg of you, and then I hope to give you no fur- 
ther trouble.“ The old woman and her fon 
ſtood aghaſt at the fight of the gold, and pro- 
miſed to do whatever I deſired ; I then told them, 
it was no more than to beg they would convey 
a letter to London; for I wanted ſome of my 
own ſervants to attend me to town, as I was 
fearful it might be dangerous going alone, The 
' Young man immediately offered to take it him- 
{elf ; I readily accepted his propoſal. 
I determined to begin writing as ſoon as my 
ſpirits. were ſufficiently compoſed. I told Mrs. 
I wiſhed to lay down for a few hours, 
as L found myſelf very much fatigued; ſhe im- 


mediately,;attended me to a fest chamber, vim 


great reſpect; and aſſuring me I was: perfectly 
laſe, left me to my repoſe. —— 
ing my obligations to Heaven; I undreſſed, and 
. * = 
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pleaſurable ſenfaticns thai 1 ever experitticed i; in 


- the moſt ſuperb apartment. I ſoon fell afleep, 


and waked not till nine o'clock. I aroſe, and 


joined my hoſpitable entertainer, who had pre- 


_ pared my breakfaſt in a little rural parlour, the 
windows of which were almoſt obſcured by the 
quantity of jeſſamine that grew around them, 
Wich much difficulty I-prevailed on Mrs. Harris 
to ſet down; ſhe ſaid, ſhe had no right to ſet 
before ſuch a fine lady; however, in a ſhort 
time, I banifhed her reſerve, and ſhe told me 
many ſtories relative to Sir Harry, which made 
me ſhudder. When I had finiſhed breakfaſt, ſhe 
brought me pen, ink, and paper, defiring, if J 
ſhould want any thing elſe, I would ring. I 
immediately began this letter, though I was then 
ſo much hurried, I hardly knew how to arrange 
my thoughts. I found it impracticable to go 
through the whole detail, of what had happened, 
in one day; and therefore, when I had wrote 
half the letter, I was obliged to lay els *till 
this morning. 

. wu. 
| the whole account of nne 
luars, as ſhould not have been able to have re- 
lated them verbally, my ſpirits are ſo much hurt; 

but, however, do not be uncaſy, I am in very 
ed hralch ; and ſhall, no „ 
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the better of this ſhock. I have ſympathized 
with you, Louiſa, in the uneaſineſs I am- con- 
vinced you experienced during my abſence. I 
think you could not, for a moment, imagine 
your Adeline capable of taking ſuch a ſtep, with 
her own conſent; indeed I am not; my: whole 
life proves the contrary: The anguiſh of my 
amiable friends; Lord Arundel and Sir Edward, 
las greatly increaſed mine; 1 at am not leſ- 
ſened in their eſteem; it would hurt my peace, very 
p: much, to find I was; ſhew them this letter, my 
Louiſa; and if they have befort thought me cul- 
| ory they. will now ceaſe to cenſure my con- 
duct. Likewiſe be ſo good to ſend it to Lady 
Thompſon; ſhe will wondet at my ſilence; and 
I arm incapable of writing, over again; the horrid 
paxticulars that oceaſioned if: As I am, at pre- 
ſent, in a place of ſafety, I do not chooſe to 
come alone to town; therefore let the chariot and 
ſix be ſent hither; with old William, John, and 
Richard. Mr: Harris, who brings you this, 
will ſhew them where tö come: And may I not 
hope, either you, or Captain Freemer, will come 
in it? Indeed, my friend, I need a comforter: 
Adieu, I will detain my kind deliverer no longer; 
but haſten to ſubſeribe myſelf your truly affec- 
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1 ———.— what i has 7 55 Alas 
my Harriei, I fear this ſhocking affair will i im- 
Pair her health; Mr. Harris tells me the. is not 
well and looks very pale though more beautiful 
than #hy thing he ever beheld before; the honeſt 
man is quite in raptures with her. Lord Arundel 
and Sir Edward have been profuſely generous to 
hing I believe they have given him | Po money 
» -thanheieven ſaw in his whole. life; they both. go 
down with me and; the,Countefs. | My ather, is 
not able to gef m the gout z and. Captain 
Preemer is detained. in tawn on particular buſi- 
nel. „Oh U. Lady, Thompſon, hoes: Was there a 
family of more jpy than; ours ! (WS. axe now as 
 +eauchcelatods;35 we were helorg preſſed,; the 
general latisfaction extends een ta Miſs Belyille's 
fervants ; they would give the preſerver of their 


1 lady all they..poſleſs, if he would accept it; I 
_ acknowledge I was infinitely ths at the * 


titude they n 
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Adieu, my Harriet ; ; I ſend this expreſs to 
make n as happy as your affectionate 


Lounsa F REEMER: 


P.S. We ſhall bring our Adeline immedi: 
ately to town; therefore ſend her letter 
thither as ſoon as you conyeniently can; 


hae hardy mad is [oe Fabhat 


— 


Dd 
5 2s ; 
— * * 


+72 FEMALE STABILITY. 


Lady Thourson to Mrs. FREEMRER. 


| Elm Mood. 


Amt my Louiſa, what IT) diſcoveries has 
Mis Belville's letter produced! I am ſo de. 
lighted, that I know not how to relate particu- 
lars. I am infinitely obliged by the kind expedi- 
tion you made in conveying my Adeline's letter 
to me ; no words can do juſtice to the feelings it 
e When I had peruſed it, I was in an 
agony of joy; my mother and Sir James were 
not leſs delighted; as ſoon as J had regained any 
degree of compoſure, I faid I would immediately 
£0 to the retirement of Mr, Mortimer, and make 
him a ſharer in my happineſs ; accordingly J or- 
dered the chariot, and thither I went with Ade- 

line's letter in my hand, 
When 1 arrived at his rural habitation, the 
venerable man was walking among the trees, 
reading; as uſual, My approach diſturbed Pom- 
pey, who was running by the fide of his maſter ; 
he looked up to diſcover what occaſioned the 
emotion of his dog; and ſeeing me, ſhut his 
© book, and advanced towards me; I was out of 
þreath with EG Wands and could only 
| fay, 
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ſay, * Oh! ſir, Adeline, my dear Adeline, is ſafe !”? 


le, Heavens be praiſed ! my child, ſaid he; how... 
are you informed of this joyful event? „ This 
letter, replied I, is from Miſs Belville herſelf, 


and gives a full account of all that has befallen 
her; 1 brought i it for your peruſal.” 4 I thank 
you, my dear, ſaid he, we will go in and read 


it.” I followed him into the houſe, and ſeated 
myſelf; he did fo likewiſe, and began to peruſe ' 
the letter. He. ſtopped, ſeveral times, to make. 
obſervations on the conduct of Sir Harry; he 


called Miſs Belville amazing girl, amiable ſuf- 
ferer, and ſuch epithets. When he came to Mifs 
Ayſcough's letter, he turned pale; © Gracious 
God!] exclaimed he, what do I ſee ! the name of 
my child! my long-loſt Emilia!“ Unable to 


comprehend his meaning, I begged him to ex- 


plain himſelf ; which, from the violence of his 
emotions, be was unable to do, | 
When he had recovered his voice, ah! 


Lady Thompſon, ſaid he, T have found my | 


child! my long-lamented daughter ftill lives in 
the deliverer of Miſs Belville ; my real name is 
Ayſcough ; I have. now no reaſon. to conceal it 
longer; I thank thee, Oh! my God, conti- 
nued he, lifting his ſtreaming. eyes to Heaven, 
that thou haſt awakened a ſenſe of ſhame in my 
miſtaken Emilia! I truſt, her penitence has re- 
conciled her 1 1 and I have no reſentment 
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- againſt her. He could not proceed; his voice 
was choaked with ſabs, and I feared he would 
have fainted. I exerted every argument to calm 
his violent emotions 4 and; in ſoaks time, had 
the pleaſure to find hini'eottipoſed. 

I I fincerely congratulated him on S-icorcry 
of this amiable, injured woman. He ſaid he would 
go to town, and, by ſome means, inform his 
daughter that he ſtill ſurvived; I propoſed Miſs 
Belville, as the propereſt perſon, to convey this 
intereſting intelligence; he immediately intreated, 
J would apply to her for that purpoſe. I know 
my Adeline will undertake” the office of com- 
forter to the diſtreſſed Miſs Ayſeough. The fine 


feelings of our friend will beſt inſtruct her in 


what manner t to impart the tidings of joy to the 
- unfortunate Emilia; her fad heart has ſo long 
been unaccuſtomed to pleaſing ſenfations; that a 
happineſs like this; unlefs it was revealed with 
conſiderate ' tenderneſs, mi ght prove too much 
for her oppreſſed ſpirits. When I had brought 
Mr. 'Ayſcough to a proper frame of mind, I took 
my leave; and returned to the Wood; where 1 
related the extraordinary everit that had juſt oc- 
curred: - My. mother and Sir James both re- 
| Joiced at this fortunate diſcovery ; and; in the 
afternoon, paid the good man a viſit to congra- 
tulate him on it. Sir James propoſed we ſhould 
attend him to town; 2 — he —— 
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TATA A 1 
with pleaſure ; therefore, my Ns Mrs. — 
I ſhall ſoon have an opportunity of perſonally ex- 
preſſing my: happineſs. to Miſs Belyille on her re- 
ſtoration to us. Heaven avert what you dread ! 
my. Louiſa, an injury to our Adeline's health 
from this vile affair. I am ſhocked, beyond 
words, at Mrs; Evelin's conduct: knowing what 
ſie did of 'Miſs Belville's former life, to be capa- 
Ble of affiſting her diabolical brother in ſuch an 
undertaking, proves her more depraved, if that 
is poſſible, than he is. Adieu: preſent to Ade- 
Ine ny ſincere love; We eee mer 
elf, Fon our afoOtvahe” 3; T 
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EIN mY 1 2p Halen. 
V E reel laſt N my 3 ſafe 
in town, 'thaugh too late to ſee Miſs Belville; to 
whom we went this morning, a8 2 one was 
impatient to behold her. Beſides the family, 
Lord Arundel and Sir Edward were with her. 
She looked pale and indifferent, though very 
lovely. The moment ſhe ſaw us, ſhe ran to- 
wards me: I met her with expanded arms, nor 
could I reſtrain my tears, that trickled down my 
cheeks in great abundance. She obſerved my 
emotion; and, taking her handkerchief from 
her pocket, wiped my eyes. © Nay, weep not, 
my Harriet, ſaid ſhe; it is now all over.“ She 
then turned to Sir James and Mr. Ayſcough, 
who both embraced her; the latter was much 
affected: ſhe congratulated him on the diſcovery 
of his daughter with the utmoſt ſweetneſs; and 
taking the copy of a letter from her pocket-book 
gave it him, ſaying, © that, "fir, is what T wrote 
to the amiable Miſs Ayſcough, whom I hope 
Hortly to preſent to you.“ She turned round to 
give him an opportunity of reading the letter, 
and introduced me to the Counteſs de Clairville, 
ho is a moſt engaging woman: ſhe idolizes 


Miss 


\ 
ww 
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Miſs Belville, and indeed ſo does all the family. 
I whiſpered Mrs. Freemer, I thought Adeline 
looked poorly: ſhe overheard me, and, ſmiling, 
replied, © why. yes, Lady Thompſon, I do not 
look very well; but I am fo, I aſſure you, though 
; the, affection of my friends makes chem think 
otherwiſe. - My ſpirits have been ſomething af- 
. feed, yet they are now recoyered. I ſhould be 
aſhamed of myſelf to ſuffer a trifle like this to 
hurt my health, when I have ſupported ſuch a 
« ſuperior calamity. No, believe me, I ſhall be 
perfectly well, when 1 get to Belville-park, 

where you have promiſed to go, my dear fir, 
continued ſhe to Mr. Somners.” I have, my 
love, anſwered he, and ſhall rejoice to attend 
you.“ Mr. Ayſcough, who had finiſhed the 


letter, advanced towards her:. You have done 


juſt as I. wiſhed: you, my amiable Miſs Bel- 
ville, ſaid he; that letter will not fail to pre- 
; pare the unhappy girl to behold her father. But 
your gratitude, madam, leads you too far in re- 
ſpe to the annuity; a much leſs would have 
been ſufficient for my heart-broken Emilia.” 
- Say not ſo, fir, cried Miſs Belville, inter- 


ATupting him: I owe to your daughter more than 


I can ever pay. Speak not then of the trifle 


| there named as an equivalent. I ſhall ever re- 


gard Miſs Ayſcough as my preſerver from a 
misfortune worſe than death,” Ah, fir, ſaid 
ö ä 3 H 5 . Mr. 


- 
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Mr. Sominers, The has preſerved us all from mad- 
neſs. Had the vile Sir Harry accompliſhed his 
damned intentions, this matchlefs woman muſt 
_have' been wretched, linked to fuch' a Villain 
nor ſhould I have ever known a peaceful mo- 
ment. Was 1 to meet him, ma ths: death 
or mine would be the conſequeſice.”” 
Sir Edward 'Wilmott declared, he Thould an- 
ſwer with his life for the inſult he had offered 
Adeline. Lord Arundel was more n, 
but equally determined. 
'T faw how much their conduct Gretel Mi 
Belville, and was concerned for her: The ad- 
vanced to Sir Edward, and took him by the 
arm; * Do you with wy death? ſaid ſhe, with 
infinite emotion. Heavens, Adeline! anſwered 
he, Why that queſtion?” «Surely, if you 
wiſhed" to make me eaſy, Sir Edward, replied 
ſhe, you would not talk thus. III as Sir: Harry 
Evelin has behaved to me, I forgive him from 
my ſoul: he Will have crimes enough to #hfwer 
for; and may this be forgiven him by his Maker, 
as it is by me. "You, Sir Edward, nor Lord 
Arundel, have no right to revenge yourſelves 
upon a man who has not injured you. The 
injury was intended to my peace: it pleaſed hea- 
ven to difappoint him; and there let it feſt. I 


* l 


again Tepeat, I both forgive and wiſh him 
well: nor would F Fin "the" cs hurt either 
| 2 
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his . ws or fortune. Therefore, if you ctr, 
| my happineſs, "you? will- riot' We enen 
a” quarrel. . N Neid 2:93 tust 
„ Vou know, Miſs Belville, broad «Sir 
d both Lord Arundel and I wauld not 
heſitate to ſacrifice every thing that coneerns 
ourſelves, in conſideration of your peace. But 
in a cafe like this, it would be worſe than co.] 
ardiee tu be paſſive. In this inſtance I muſt 
"Uiſbbey* you; though to ſatisfy you, I engage 


not to ſeek Sir Hurry: but when chance brings 


him in my way, I will oblige him to anſwer for 
His infamous behaviour; Iwill engage the 
fame, madam, fad the Earl; but ** 4 
win not ſuffer me to promiſe further. 
She then ſeparately applied to every ſins to 
pless for her with' theſe gentlemen, ſaying, ſhe 
aw her influence was very triffing. This ob- 
ſervation Teertied to pain them, though they ſtill 


retained their ſettled: ger ag . Fe Sir Hatry 5 


de an account e eg 


Mrs. Freemer and 1 Walen REY argument . 
we could againſt it. We were joined by the 


Node Mr. Ayſcough; the other gentlemen 


were fen: lie obſerved, Mougl he Had plate: 


"reaſons that in the opinion ef many might ex- 
cCuſe his wifhing revenge; yet he hoped he was 


not ſo little of a Chirtttad! 29 ko liſten to the 


X > Hi of reſeiſtmeftt. No, continued he, 


vel 
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en ehe; all the m1 wiſh Sir Harry for 
having brought miſery on my family, and infamy 
dn my child, is repentance; that he may in a 
degree atoke its. — 3 pow" the wan, nem 
been guilty of“. 

| *! Adeline thanked bim bor che affitance he had 
given her; and turning to the gentlemen, con- 
tin ned, . En you, my Lord, and Sir Edward, 
«who are both men that are not aſhamed to ac- 
knowledge you have a conſcientious idea of reli- 
gion, find' a ſingle argument in vindication of 
your purpoſe, after what Mr. Ayſcough bas faid? 
He has received the moſt cutting injury from Sir 
Harry; yet he forgives, and does not wiſh for 
vengeanee: how then can you eruelly determine to 
imbrue your hands: in the blood of a man W-ho 
never, in the ſmalleſt inſtance, offended you? 
Indulge not theſe falſe and erroneous ideas of 
Honour; but ſuffer your reaſon and religion to 
net the better of a cruel and deteſtable cuſtom. 

* have reaſon enough to deplore its fatal infſu- 
"Ry it robbed me of W N and Grenville 
of his life, Lou know, Sir Edward, I have 
— much already; and 1 do aſſure you, up- 
on my honour, was either you or Lord Arundel 
to fall by the hand of Sir Harry Evelin, or he by 
_ your's, it would materially imbitter the remain- 
e pv my life. She aroſe and walked to 
"pe window. Joe? tears — 

5 be” i 8 8 7 
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3 eyes. | The Earl att Sir Ed followed 
her, and aſſured her on their honour they would 


not take a ſtep i in the affair, without her concur- 
Ae 


1 
- 


e Then I am fatisfied, Cd The with ares: 
vou have taken a wei icht from my heart that was 
oppreſſed with apprehenſion for your ſafety,” 
They were both much affected with the manner 
in which ſhe ſpoke, and kiffed her hands with 


eat emotion. 


wo he. returned to hr ſeat With its of Rte 


en 


on: the Couhteſs came and ſat down by 
N Fic „ Amiable Miſs Belville, faid the, I can- 
not find words to convey to you my admiration 
of your conduct.“ „ Vour Ladyſhip is very 
obliging, replied ſhe with a ſmile: I have taken 

up your. time with a very diſagreeable topic, as 
Well as your's, Sir James, and my dear Lady 
Thompſon's. Noching you fay, Adeline, 
interrupted Mr. Somners, can be diſagreeable 
to any perſon. I, like my ſiſter, admire and ap- 
plaud your exalted ſentiments. more than I can 
| expreſs. ” <« You were ever partially kind, my 
dear fir, anſwered ſhe, even to my failings : that 
. bpartiality has been a comfort to me from in- 
fancy.“ He aroſe and took her hand with pa- 
. rental fondneſs. “ Matchleſs girl, ſaid he, was 
your excellent father alive, how would he glory 

, In his Adeline f. LY OBOE 
Ah, 


as AER STABILITY: 
1 my dear madam | y ou cannot imagine how 
1 affecting this ſcene obo not a perſon in the 
_ room. was unmgved: Miss Baile be wiped a tear 
that tricRled down her check It the — of 
. her. gn Parent; and went to Mr. guss, 
whom {| e talked to. t near an h hour. ths 
1 took the opportunity of ent quiring . whether 
* kay 3 heard any thing of Sir Harrys they 
ſaid they had not. Sir Edward told me 1 
- thought he was out of England, AS hel had made 
e particular inguiries after, him, and he was 
no Where ito, be found. oh FI" 2 and ger 
are [either ignorant, or Pe fee dif (cover where 
- he is. Well may he conc after ſuch 
an action! 1 on Mis Belville rg not en re- 
yer herſelf, though ſhe makes very light of it: 
We Freemer ſays, the eats little, 2 and her reſt is 
much broken. Heaven grant it may not mate- 
rially impai r. der health, and 1. ſhall be happy. 
We the evening, in Goſyenor-ſquare, 
. "paid returried not home till 1 As our ſtay 
La TN ſhall, ſee them. every 2 


237 


8 — He xejoices in y ge | 
F once more Jooks forward. for peace and com- 
fort in the * of his Emilia. e 


\ . 
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pleaſe heaven to ſpare her to him; though Miſs. - 
Belville tells me ſhe is in a very bad i ſtate of 
health, and has been ſo for many years. I en- 
cloſe Adeline's letter to her; I doubt not it will 
meet your approbation. Her heart is the beſt 
that ever beat; never I believe exiſted a more 
perfect character than her. She begs me to pre- 
ſent her kindeſt reſpects to you, and thanks for 
your congratulations. 
Adieu, my dear madam. Mr. Ayſcough de- 
ſires to be remembered to you. Sir James j Joins 
in . Your very n affectionate 


Bansin Tnoursox. 


1 Forge t not our lindeſt regards at Aſh- 
ley-park. ” Tel my. aunt Betty I have exe- 
cuted her commiſſion, and purchaſed a very 
ſitne mackaw, which I will have nen 
v her with the utmoſt care, | 


u. 
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25 rns to Mi iſt Ausssbow; % 
ee in * preceding.” 


IO gur, 


e I nt ee hall I addieſs my kind de- 
, keberer? how-expreſs my gratitude for the obli- 
gations you have conferred upon me? Your 
Humanity, madam, has preſerved a woman, that 
nas all her life been the ſport of fortune, from a 
miſery that is not to be deſcribed: the baſeneſs 
: of Sir Harry Evelin's deſigns, but for you, would 
in all probability have been crowned with ſuc- 
ceſs. How then ſhall I be able to return in the 
ſmalleſt degree what you have done for me? 1 
know I never can make a recompence adequate 


to your generolity, in running ſuch hazards to 


benefit a ſtranger, from motives of mere huma- 
nity: yet what I can do, ſuffer me to make ac- 
ceptable to you. Believe me, Miſs Ayſcough, I 
never ſhould regard a woman as lefs amiable, 
who by the machinations of a villain has forfeited 
her' chaſtity. A deviation from virtue in one in- 
ſtance, does not always contaminate the mind; 
that ſometimes retains its native whiteneſs; and 
all the nobler feelings of the ſoul may as conſpi- 
cuouſly ſhine forth in ſuch a one, as ſhe who 
never has been drawn ar. 18 
You, 


U 


you would comply with my requeſt: one of 


Vou, Fer feel your fi ſituation with acute 
neſs, and have long felt it. Dependent on your 
vile betrayer, you were obliged to bear his inſults, 
to preſerye your innocent and helpleſs children 
From penury. It has pleaſed heaven to diſtinguiſh 
me with a very large fortune; allow me then the 
happineſs of extricating a woman, who does 
honour to her ſex, from the power of a cruel and 
depraved mak. 

I fend, encloſed, a deed which entitles you and 


your children after you, to an annuity of eight 


hundred a year, This income will effectually 
relieve; you from a ſtate of dependence, and will 

not be the ſmalleſt inconvenience to me. I have 
much, more than I. want; ſhall I not then ſpare 
2 ſmall portion of that Abundance to — whoſe 

generoſity has preſerved me from miſery? | 

Think not I mean this trifle 2s a return equal 
to. the obligation you have confetred on me; 1 
know it. is not; nor {| ſhall 1 ever return enough to 
fatisfy myſelf. 

If you are capable of br TOR, which I dae 
you are, . will ſend my chariot and ſervants to 
convey you to London. I would come to F airy- 
hill, but my ſpirits are too bad to ſuffer my en- 
trance into a houſe of Sir Harry Evelin's; or 
believe me nothing ſhould prevent my perſonally 
attending you. have many reaſons to wiſh 


| ene infinitely dear to you. 
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them particularly concerns yourſelf. Prepare your 
heart. for a ſurpriae, my dear Miſs. Ayſcough, 
and I flatter myſelf, a v agreeable one. Pro- 
vidence never entirely for akes thoſe who have a 
firm reliance on its protection. Your tears and 
contrition, have, I truſf, atoned for the error you 
was drawn in to commit: and I hope the re- 
mainder of your days will be peaceful and happy. 
We ſometimes labour under the heavy 7 preffiire 
of woe for a ſeries of years, in order 4 wean us 
from om the too fondly beloved enjoy ments of life : 
1 if our misfortunes are endured with”: proper 
ſubmiſſion to Heaven, they | ſometimes 'of real 
advantage to us, I. flatter m ylelf” Git days of 
ſorrow. are 175 and all to come JA unclouded 
and DT I talk enigmatically, but till J ſee you 
I muſt not entirely EX Plain myſel elf. Once more 
J intreat you to prepare your heart for the e 
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Lady. TROMrSsOx to * AnmTon. 


Harley ſtreet. 


Ar lng, madam, 1 have how witneſs. to 
Mr. Ayſcough's affecting interview with his 
daughter. Veſterday Miſs Belville ſent word 
ſhe expected her in the afternoon, and begged we 
would all come to dinner in Groſvenor- ſquare; 
accordingly we went. An animating glow of 
joy lighted up the fair face of Adeline, at the 
thought of Mr. Ayſcough's happineſs. - 
When we heard the carriage ſtop at the door, 
Mrs. Freemer and Miſs Belville. went into ano- 
ther apartment, to receive Miſs Ayſcough, while 
I 'endeavouted: to keep n the ſpirits. of: her Rr 
ther. As they were but in the next room, we 
could diſtinguiſh what they faid, I beard the 
voice of Adeline welcoming her gueſt, . and ex- 
polling ber naiv tn the moſt engaging man 
ner. 
| « Ab; madam, anſwered Mis Ayſcoughy. 199 
have largely overpaid the hiding ſervices I ren- 
dered you; E | 
lived the ſlave and dependant of Sir Harry. You 
have generouſly delivered both, me and theſe poor 


| ann ** | 


mn 
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you with artleſs innocence for what you have 
done for their mother.” 

I heard the children thank her for ſaving their 
mama; and feared this tender diſtreſs would be 
too much for Adeline: ; by her voice I diſcovered 
ſhe was weeping. * For heaven's fake, my 
dear Miſs Ayſcough, ſaid ſhe, compoſe yourſelf. 
I have not done any thing in compariſon to 
what you did for me. I cannot bear the thanks 
of your children.“ She ſtopped, unable to . 
ceed.” . 

Mrs. Freemer a5 ſpoke, and endeavoured to 
calm the emotions of both, particularly Miſs 
Ayſcough; ſhe intreated her to compoſe herſelf, 
and prepare for the ſight of a perſon very dear to 
her. Ah, madam, replied ſhe, keep me no 
longer in ſuſpenſe: is it not my father that I am 
to ſee? © Could you ſupport ſuch an inter- 
view?” (aid Miſs Belville. “ I think I could, 
madam, returned ſhe, with: 2 faint voice; though 
I could not bear his anger. 

_ « You have nothing to fear, my child, cried 
Mr. Ayſcough, from that, unable longer to 
contain himſelf, He threw open the door, and 
was preſently before his daughter, who ſunk back 
lifeleſs in the arms of Miſs Belville, I cannot 
deſcribe. to you the diſtraction of her father, 
while ſhe remained inſenſible. At length ſhe 
ag her eyes, and throwing herſelf at his feet, 
| intreates 


5 


— 
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-Intreated his pardon, He was quite overcome 
by this ſight, and had hardly power to ſpeak, 
With difficulty he made her riſe. He aſſured 
© her in the tendereſt manner, her penitence had 
entirely reſtored her to his affections, and ſhe was 
as dear to him now as ever. Yes, my poor 
Emilia, continued he, thy ſufferings have expi- - 
ated thy offence; you need not fear a ſingle re- 
. proach. from me.. Ah, ſir, anſwered ſhe, 
(the tears ſtreaming down her face) I have not 
. deſerved this. goodneſs. Had I but liſtened to 
the precepts. you taught my youth, I had not 
been the cauſe of miſery to you, nor have brought 
my beloved mother to the grave with ſorrow.“ 
This reflection was too much for her, and. I 
feared ſhe would have again fainted, Mr. Ayſ- 
| cough begged. her to think no more of what was 
© paſt, but look forward to ſome degree of comfort. 
Alas, fir, -replied ſhe, - there is no comfort for 
ſuch a guilty, wretch as I am,” * Talk not fo, 
my dear Emilia, ſaid the gentle Miſs Belville; 
your penitence will, I hope, make you at peace 
with heaven and your own heart. You are en- 
tirely out of the power of Sir Harry, and have 
nothing to do, but take care of your health, and 
live to comfort your excellent father. 
In vain they all uſed arguments to reconcile 
ber to herſelf; ſhe was oppreſſed with a conſcious 
| ſenſation of her former conduct, and n 


4 
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head to the earth like a roſe cropt in the bloom: 
Mr. Ayſcoug h looked round for her children, 
who ſtood Frying: Miſs Belville ſaw” what he 


_ © wanted, and Ted them to him. Receive from 


my hand, my dear fir, ſaid ſhe, theſe valuable 
preſents ; they will ſoften life's decline; and, with 
their amiable mother, be a ſource of real comfort 
to you.” He embraced and blefſed them; then 
_ leading them to his daughter; whoſe cheeks were 
© covered with bluſhes, My dear boys, faid he; 
Fou muſt plead with your beloved mother not to 
make us unhappy, but try to live for thy fakes, 
"and. the ſake of her poor father, who ſtill loves 
her with the ſame” fondheſs' he-expetiencet: for 
her in the ſtate of prattling infancy.”** The two 
Children kung about Her, and begged the would 
not cry. She kept her eyes fred on the ground, 


: as if not daring to lift them up: 


Alas, Emilia, ſaid Mr. Ayſcough, can you 
keſiſt choſe powerful pleatlers?, ſurely you will 
live for your helpleſs chil She looked on 
them both with wnitterable anguith; the big tears 

3 one another down her pallid cheek ; at 
length, overcome with their moving tendertieſs, 

"The folded them alternately in her atms : «Yes, 
my poor Harry; fail ſhe; for thee I will live; 
and chou, my little Frederick; ſhall not be de- 
eee airy nk Bs 
JEW It 1." 1 a | 

Mr. 
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Mr. Ayſcough was deeply affected, and indeed 
pO TEEN Age tlie ft 
became a little calmer, and ſeveral ſchemes were 
. propoſed by Adeline, to Miſs Ayſcough and her 
father, for the place of their reſidence: at laſt it 
was concluded that they ſhould live in a houſe 
that belongs to Sir James, near his country ſeat. 
My dear Thom pſon has wrote to have it prepared 
for their reception; though Mr..Ayſcough means 
_ to take his daughter down to his ſolitary cottage, | 
before they go to their new habitation; = 
Miss Belville made the children of Emilia 
many yaluable presente Which The bad bought for 
them; they are already very fond of her. She 
would not ſuffer Miſs Ayſcough to leave Gfoſ- 
. yendr Square till ſhe does London, which will 
be in-a few days. I am convinced vou will 
eſteem the unfortunate Emilia, for ſhe is, really, 
a very amiable and accompliſhed woman. 7 
Soon after we, leave London, Mt. Somners's 
family ſets off for Belville Park; my dear Ade 
line appears pleaſed at the proſpect of this jour- 
ney, and ſays, ſhe hopes to be a little at peace 
there; the Earl and Sir Edward attend her down 
at her own particular requeſt, as fhe told me ſhe 
feared they might meet Sir Harry if they ſtaid in 
town; he has not yet been heard of; Mrs: 
Evelin has ſent to enquire after Adeline's health; 
and was extremely ſorry to hear ſhe was fo indif- 
| | - ferent, 


8 1 What ama ing 1 ! rely; 
there was never any thing equal to this woman 
2 hope her vile brother i is gone out of the King 
dom; every thing is to be dreaded from his 
E daring diſpoſition: | The abſence of Miſs Belville 


Was fo ſhort it is not at all talked of; ahd I be- 


ä lieve, except our own friends, nobody knows of 
it; the knowledge of this keeps up her: ſpirits 
very much; 8 I flatter myſelf, change of 
- air, and her mind at peace, will intirely reſtore 

her health. She has ttled a conſiderable ſum on 
Harris, and his mother; z her gratitude to thoſe 
| toncerned in her eſcape js unbounded. Heaven 
grant the reſidue of — life may not be clouded 
x; with any material troubles, ſhe has | ſuffered 

enough already. Adieu, my dear madaga, the 
love and reſpects of all the family, in Groſvenor 
Square, wait on you, THI the dutiful affection of 
Bir J. Ms; and you | 
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E148. — a - Hatrity when will the 
Weubles our Adeline end? ſhe has received a 
letter from Captain Montague; an intimate of the 
vile Sir Harry's; to inform her of his ſudden 
death, wich happened at a village not far diſtant 
from Dover; he was feized with a violent fever, 
which carried him off 1 in à few days; While he 
| Was ſenſible, he” intreated Captain Montague to 
Write to Miſs Belville; aſter his deceaſe, and tell 
| Her he Was, Wben tob late, ſenfible of the baſe. 
Neſs of his conduct; that he begged, with almoſt 
his dying breath, her forgiveneſs ; and hoped her 
- hate would not ipurſue him into another world. 
He concluded Sir Harry's meſſage to hef by in- 
forming her, the girl ſhe formerly relieved; at the 
cottage; was one whom he ſeduced ; and,” on 
5 12 ſhe was protected by Adeline, he had 
her to go to a houſe of his, called 
Ruſhbrook Caſtle, where the now is; ſoon after 
he had revealed this circumſtance, he loſt his 
ſenſes, and died in a ſtate of diſtraction. Mon- 
Higue finiſhes his letter with ang as he had 
25 Vor. Vo 7p bee 
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been, all along, the confident of Sir Harry's de: 

figns againſt Miſs Belville, he cannot bear to ſtay 

| in England; and was ſetting off for France at 
the time he diſpatched this intelligence. 

I cannot expreſs to you, how much the ſudden 
death of Sir. Harry Evelin ſhocked my friend 
ſhe has been very ill ever ſince the receipt of this 
letter; and, I fear; will not ſoon recover the de- 
jection this circumſtance has occaſioned. I find 
Sir Harry wrote to his brother, when firſt he was 
taken ill, deſiring, im to have ſome compaſſion 
on Miſs Ayſcough and his children; he has died 
very much involved The title, and family | 
eſtate, deſcends to Mr. Evelin, now Sir William. 
The new Lady Evelin was here yeſterday ; and 

would take no denial, but inſiſted an ſpeaking 
with Miſs Belville, who was greatly Aurried at 
the ſight of ber! the addreſled Hiqub Sugar 
affection ; expreſſed her concern; that her brother 
eould be capable of ſuch a lep; and aſſured hery 
The was perfectly unconcerned in it, ſo was. Mr. 
Evelin: * As to the latter, madam, anſwered 
Adeline, I really believe it; though I have a let. 
ter, in 7 pocketbook, that rather nantradifts 
what, you ſay concerning: your cn inuocehee; 
ſhe took it out, and gave it hex, it is wrote with 
Sir Harry's own hand, you ſee, madam.” It 
is, my dear, replied ſhe, with emotion; While 
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was in the utmoſt confuſion. Adeline was pained 
at her embarraſſment, and generouſly endea- 
voured to relieve it. I would impute your 
concurrence, madam, faid ſhe, to ſuch a baſe 
ſcheme, merely to your affection for Sir Harry ; 
though I ſhould have thought, no regard, how 
great ſoever, would have led a good mind ſuch ' 
lengths; I would not pain you; madam, by re- 

proaches, though you would have | heaped 6 
much anguiſh on me; from my heart} I forgive 
you, as I did; long ago; your brother ; may the 
Almighty have forgiven him likewiſe: Indeed, 
he has been a bad mari to more than one unhappy 
female; but he is gone; and let his faults be for- 
got ;” ſhe ſtopped, and wiped her eyes. Lady 
Evelin was infinitely diſtreſſed ; * I have not 
merited your forgiveneſs; Mils Belvilley ſaid ſhe, 
with great emotion, yet, I hope you will not 

me that letter to my huſband, it would make 
dontinual diſagreements between us; I do aſſure 
you, upon my honour, he was intirely ignorant & 
of his brother's. proceedings ; 3 though I was un- 
fortunately drawn in to promiſe my aſſſſtance to 
ſo diabolical a plan, you need not wiſki me a 
greater puniſhment than my own reflections; in- 
deed you need not, Adeline, they will be acute 
enough; ſhe wiped her eyes and was ſilent, 

My beloved friend promiſed to deſtroy the letter, 

Wired her n * and, Ws 

Mar 
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mark of it, engaged ſometimes to ſee her. She 
took her leave with expreſſions of the deepeſt 


contrition for what had happened. Ah! Lady 
Thompſon, what an excellent heart has Miſs 


Belville !' I tremble for her health, it is greatly 


impaired ; if the native air of Belville Park does 
not reſtore her, I fear we ſha have her loſs to 
lament; the idea diſtracts me, Heaven avert ſo 
great a misfortune ! Mrs. Duncannon, the Co- 
lonel, ahd Mrs. Medway, have been ſeveral 
times to ſee her, they are ſhocked at the altera- 


tion in her; Charlotte has promiſed to ſpend 
ſome days with her at the end of the ſummer; at 


preſent, they are all going to Sir William' 8. 


We leave London the day after to-morrow ; I 


am impatient to get my Adeline out of town; 


vou ſhall hear from me ſoon, and I hope to give 


you a better account of our amiable friend, 
Adieu, my dear Harriet, we all unite in reſpects 


to you, your mother, Sir James, Mr. Ayſcough, 
and his daughter. I hope poor Emilia will 
quickly recover; Miſs Belville begs you will 


preſent her beſt love to her ; ahd accept the ſame 


- Yourſelf, with that of your ever affeQtionate 


Tovisa Farms. * 


p. 8. Adelne kis wrote to the unfortinats 
© Miſs Smyth, and again offers her proteQioti 
and aſſiſtance, if ſhe will accept of it. 
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Mrs. FrEEMER to Lady THowPsoN. 


 Balville-Park, 


Trovon we have been here a fortnight, I 
have not had any opportunity of writing to my 
dear Lady Thompſon *till now : it is with the 
utmoſt pleaſure, I aſſure you, the health of our 
beloved Adeline is intirely reſtored ; her ſpirits 
are {till low, though I hope much from time and 
the unwearied endeayours of her friends. Lord 
Arundel and Sir Edward came down with us, 
and are continually finding out new plans that 
may amuſe and entertain her; Miſs Belville is - 
fully ſenſible of their deſire to oblige her, and 
exerts herſelf to be grateful. _ | 
Her appearance at the Park has ſet the whale 
village rejoicing; they rung the bells, and gave 
every token of pleaſure, the moment ſhe was 
known to be near her own houſe. She has been 
almoſt to every farm and cottage herſelf ; and, 
at each, left ſome memorial of her bounty; 
never was any body ſo adored. The Counteſs 
grows, every day, more fond of her; and often 
tells me, ſhe is the moſt perſcek charaSter the 

read of, 75 
I 7 I was 
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Il I was a good deal ſhocked at a circumſtance 
that happened this morning, as it was an entire 
ſurprize to me: I generally riſe early, in the 
country, and take a walk before the reſt of the 
family are up: I did ſo to-day; and going down 
into the Park, I perceived Adeline, about a _ 
dred yards before me, walking very faſt ; I fol- 
| lowed h her into the church-yard, which is not far 
from the upper end of the Park, ſhe ſtopped at 
the family yault ; and, taking a key from her 
pocket, opened the Pe and cloſed it aſter her; 
this ſtrange ſight had ſuch an effect on my ſpirits, 
that, had I not leaned againſt a tree, I ſhould 
have certainly fallen down; in about half an 
hour ſhe came up again, locked the door, and 
Put the key in her pocket ; I obſerved ſhe wiped 
her eyes frequently ; and appeared to endeavour 
to ſuppreſs the emotions which preyed on. her 
peace, I followed her, unobſerved, into the 
Park; and, walking round Tome trees, met her; 
the btuſhed a little on ſeeing me, but aſked how 
J did; I likewiſe enquired after her health, and 
degged to know what ſhe had been in the vault 
for? To contemplate the coffin of my Gren- 
ville,“ faid ſhe, ſmiling. <© Alas, Adeline, an- 
ſwered I, why do you indulge yourſelf in fo 
- melancholy an employment ? let me intreat-you 
never to go again; you cannot imagine what I 
3 while you 115 there,” „ am ſorry, 


Wn | 
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my dear Mrs. Freemer, replied ſhe, that 1 


| frightened you; though, believe me, that me- 
lancholy employment, as you call it, is my 
greateſt delight and recreation; I never have 


omitted it fince I have been at Belville Park; 
nor can I reſign this penſive ſatisfaction without 
infinite pain; it does not increaſe my grief for 


the loſs of Auguſtus, but relieves my ſpirits ; 


when I have contemplated the ſilence and. folem- 
nity of theſe laſt manſions of mortality, 1 find 


my thoughts lifted above the world, and I feel 


my ſorrows leſs; therefore, my beloved Louiſa, 
do not ſeek to deprive me of this ſatisfaction: 


the rtelancholy pleaſure of contemplating the 
tomb ? my Auguſtus, has, for a great whiles 
been my comfort; nor can I reſign it without 
infinite regret.” 

As I found ſhe made ſuch a point of it, J ſaid 
no more againſt it, at that time, but changed the 


ſubject. We ſat down on a ſeat, under the ſhade 
of a large tree, and began talking of former 
events. What a ſtrange life has mine been! 
' Louiſa, ſaid my friend; how full of trouble and 


vexation ! firſt, I loſt my father, then Mr. 
Grenville ; from that unhappy period, how faſk 


has mlabodtritiby crouded on each other! the 


cruel conduct of Sir Harry, is far from the leaſt 


T have experienced ; however, he is gone, and I 
will think no more of that; ſhe wiped her TE; | 


14 
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and continued: reflect, Louiſa, that, a few mort 
years ago, the amiable Grenville fought with his 
brother, about the larks, on this very ſpot; and 
now he lies entomb'd i in Ponder vault,” © Think 
not of that now, my beloved Adeline, faid I, 
interrupting her, you. will hurt yourſelf by this 
retroſpect of what is paſt; * „ ah! no, Louiſa, 
anſwered ſhe, I only give words to my thoughts, 

that are continually employed on his virtues, and 
the untimely period they met; I ſhall not impair , 
my health by the meditation. I hope I am not. 
impatient, but whenever it ſhall pleaſe Heaven to, 
call me, I ſhall lie, contented, down by Gren- 
ville in the ſilent grave; it is true, I have many 
comforts left; but of them I may be deprived in 


a moment. This world is a vapour : what, 


then, is all it contains? like a morning dream i is 


the happineſs of mortals, that paſſes away at the 
preſence of the ſun! but, forgive me, 7 ſe I 


diſtreſs you; we will talk no more of this ſub- 


ject. I was prevented anſwering by the ſudden, 
appearance of Sir Edward, who was come to 
ſeek us; he ſaw we had been weeping, but did 
not — our emotion; we returned with him to 
the houſe, where Adeline appeared in her uſual 
ſerenity, Ah! my Harriet, the more I ſee of 
this matchleſs woman, the more I am amazed; 
her ſteadineſs of ſoul excites my admiration, as 


my, as her pious emper does my love. Adieu: 5 
my 


* 
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my Adeline joins me in tendereſt love to your 
family and Mr. Ayſcough's, Captain Freemer, 


the Counteſs, my Father, Lord Arundel, and 


Sir Edward, Ates to be remembered to you; 


and that you will accept their beſt wiſhes, with | 


ew of your ever affectionate 


8 : 3 
Lovisa FREEMER. 


— 


3 
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Miſs Bxiynis to Lady Trompson. | 


Belvi * r 


To eaſe the ſolicitude of my Harriet, I ſet 
down to aſſure her I am in perfect health, though 
not intirely fo in fpirits : I hope ſoon to, recover 
my uſual tranquillity, and be no more the cauſe 
of uneaſineſs to my friends. This ſcene of my 
youth, and paſt happineſs, makes me rather me- 
lancholy, joined to the ſudden death of Sir Harry 
Evelin, I confeſs, Lady Thompfon, I never 
was more ſhocked than when that intelligence 
| firſt reached me. His laſt agonies, as deſcribed - 
by Captain Montague, gave ſevere pangs to my 
heart: I hope his ſtruggles are now all over, and 
he will find laſting peace, It ſeems, by his let- 
ter to Mr. Evelin, he was very deſirous of find- 

ing out the perſon who had aided my eſcape ; and 

he declared, if he could once be revenged on 

him, as he ſuppoſed it muſt have been a man, he 

ſhould be intirely ſatisfied. Alas] my Harriet, 

what a ſhocking thing that, at the cloſing mi- 

nute of his life, he ſhould cheriſh thoughts of re- 
venge I ſhudder to think what a terr ble cha- 
racter he was ! he entertained not the leaſt ſuſpi- | 


cion 
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clon of Miſs Ayſcough's being concerned; on 
the contrary, he recommended her to the com- 
paſſion of his brother. Thank Heaven, ſhe 
needs not the aſſiſtance of any one! My Louiſa 
has informed you he was the ſeducer of — 
happy woman who! diſappeared 1 ſuddenly from 
the cottage 

1 have received a letter ſrom the poor girl, 


filled with a thouſand expreſſions of gratitude for 


my offered protection; and, at laſt, I: hope ſhe 
will be happy; I have, likewiſe, received a let- 
ter from Lord Bromfield : telling me, if it is 
agreeable, he will ſpend a few days with me 


very ſoon. I ſent him a prefling invitation, and 


therefore expect him ſhortly, The Colonel and 
Mrs. Medway are likewiſe coming ; Charlotte 
wrote word to Mrs. Freemer, ſhe could not be 
eaſy where ſhe was, on my account, as ſhe 
knew I wanted ſome one to keep up my ſpirits ; 
and, therefore, for once, ſhe had perſuaded 
George to change his quarters; and, in a few 
days, they would beat their march for Belville 
Park. She ſtill retains her gaiety ; ; and, in her 
ſociety, I dare fay, I ſhall again be chearful. 

Indeed, I rather think, we want ſome one to 


Animate us all; for none of the preſent inhabi- 


tants of Belville-houſe are very lively. Lord 


Arundel and Sir Edward watch my looks with | 


| the moſt anxious: ſolicitude, and, intircly, take 
cheir 


| 
| 
1 
4 
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their humour from mine; which, on that ac- 


count, I endeavour ſhould. appear chearful and 
happy; every kind office, in their power, they 
do me; and; under the name of friendibip, ap- 
pears the moſt extravagant love. I am ſorry to 


ſee their attachment increaſe, as it only augmenits 


their unhappineſs. Ah ! my Harriet, that I could 
bid the tumults of love ceaſe | and only the calm 


ſenſations of - friendſhip remain; but I know it is; 


impoſſible; that powerful paſſion is never to be. 
conquered,” I wiſh for the arrival of Mrs. 


Medway, for their fakes, and the reſt of my be- 


loved friends; her gaiety will baniſh the ſeriouſ- 
neſs that now appears on every countenance z- 
Lord  Bromfield, too, will be benefited by her 


| ſociety ; he yet labours under the heavy preſſure 


of his woe, and cannot ſhake it off; it ſhall be 


my endeavour to make it as light as poſſible; 1 
will conceal the anguiſh of my own heart, to 


leſſen his: I hope Heaven will aſſiſt me ! and I. 
ſhall reſtore him to peace. Thus, my Harriet, 


will your Adeline be bleſſed with another __ | 
Circle of friends at this place of her nativity ; 


while ſhe looks back, with a ſigh, to thoſe days oe 
which are gone, ſhe will raiſe her tearful eyes in 
gratitude to Heaven, for the comforts that yet 
remain; and though my heart muſt ever retain 
the deepeſt ſenſe of what it loſt, yet, I flatter. 


. myſelf 1-ſhall not, by an obſtinate adherence to 


melan- 
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melancholy, offend the power who has given me 
ſo many bleflings, in return for thoſe he took 
away. Perhaps, when I contem plate the happi- 
neſs of Freemer and Louiſa, I may caſt my eyes 


to the ſpot where Grenville ſleeps, and think, 


ſuch might have been ours. Adieu, my _— 
on this topic I will write no more. 


5 who 


' F 
$49 


Ever yours, 


ADELINE BELVILLE. 


As uſual, I mult begin may leter with beg- 
ging your: 3 for my; neglect : with more 
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confidence I can do it now, than formerly; as I 
know my beloved mother will be ſatisfied to hear 
my whole time has been devoted to Miſs Bel- 
ville; whom, I have the pleaſure to tell you, 
appears much better, both in health and ſpirits, 

than when I firſt came; the beautiful glow of 
youth, which uſed to create ſuch univerſal admi- 
ration, 2gain returns ; her countenance reſumes 
its heavenly RE WY" ; and ſhe, once more, ap- 
pears in perfect beauty. The joy of the whole 
family, at this agreeable alteration, is not to be 
deſcribed. Lord Arundel and Sir Edward, as 
they are both paſſionately fond of Adeline, are 


loudeſt 1 in, expreſſing their happineſs ; the lovely 


cauſe of their joy thanks them for their ſolicitude, 
on her account, with all the ſweetneſs of perfect 
gratitude. How Miſs Belville can preſerve her 
temper ſo unſhaken, amidſt the adoration of mul- 
titudes, I know not ; but. ſhe is more than wo- 
wry Her ae generoſity has engaged the 


love and admiration of the whole county. When 


| ihe 
| 4 
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ſhe appears at chureh, a murmur of applauſe 
runs through the humble congregation; and 
each, by his devotion and proper demeanor at 
the ſacred place, ſtrives to recommend himſelf to 
her notice; nor is the endeavour of the meaneſt 


difregarded ; to all, as ſſie paſſes from her pew, 


the ſpeaks; particularly to thoſe whoſe years and 
honeſty intitle them to refpect ; when ſhe opens 
her mouth, the villagers croud round her; and 


her words are eſteemed as an oracle; yet! for 


all this, ſhe is tilt humble, and never thinks ſhe 


can do good enough, Ah! "madam, never lived 
a character more truly exemplary ! yet, alas ! 
how ſeverely has ſnie ſuffered) In coming out of 


church, I obſerved ſhe looked on the vault that 


contains her Auguſtus ; the tears trembled in her 
lovely eyes, but ſhe ſaid nothing; for my own 
part, the look ſhe caſt was ſo truly expreffive of 
the inward woe the- felt, that I was obliged to 
_ hvrry on, or I ſhontd have betrayed my feelings 


by my tears. When we came home, a letter, 
from Lord Bronifield, was delivered to Adeline, 


to inform her, he was a few miles from the 
Park; and, if ſhe would permit him, he would 
wait on her in an hour; but he dared not ap- 


prdach without apprizing her of it. He con- 
eludect with declaring, he needed every conſola- 
tion and encouragement from her on entering a 
"_ trat his foHly: ard vice had made a foene of 


miſery 
N 


Po 
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miſery to the beſt öf her ſex; ſhe inſtantiy wrote 


dn anſwer, full of the kindeſt expreſſions and in- 


treaties, for his immediate preſence. Accord- 
ingly, a little before dinner, he came z Adeline 
ran towards him, he claſped ber in his arms in 
filent agony; then, throwing himſelf on a ſopha, 
ſeemed loſt in grief; Miſs Belville ſeated herſelf 

by him, and, taking his hand, in the mildeſt ac- 
cents, degged him to be comforted, the tears, at 
tthe ſame time, ſtreaming down her face. Ah! 
Adeline, ſaid he, dear, angelick girl! I never 
can know comfort; am I not the cauſe of theſe 
tears? the anguiſh 'of thy heart was planted all 
by me; my folly deſtroyed Grenville ; not only 
robbed him of life, but of the greateſt blefling 
that "indulgent Heaven could beſtow. on pan, 
my conduct ſever'd from his arms.” . Let me 
intreat you to be more compoſed, my Lord, in- 
terrupted Mr. Somners, for Heaven's ſake, do 
not tear open the wounds that are hardly healed ; 
oppreſs not Adeline by your ſorrow ; her health 
is but juſt reſtored, violent conflicts may again 
endanger it; too much, already, ſhe inclines to 
earth; it ſhould be the endeavour of her friends 
to raiſe her; and not add new ſorrow to a heart 
borne foun with anguiſh. « ?Tis true, an- 
ſwered he, henceforth, I will confine my feelings 
to my own breaſt; and, continued he, turning 
to * forgive the n of grief which 

| | SS 1 could 
* | 
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I could not check on entering a houſe where! 
had formerly known ſo much happineſs.” She 
could not anſwer, but held out her hand, which 
he paſſionately preſſed to his lips. After this we 
became more tranquil; and, in a few days, both 
Lord Bromfield and Miſs Belville appeared to 
have recovered their ſerenity ; they frequently 
walk alone, for hours, in the Park ; and, I am 
in great hopes, time will do much for both. F 
would gladly accept my ſiſter's invitation; but 
_ Miſs Belville expreſſes ſo much concern whenever 
1 talk of leaving her, that T know not when I 
ſhall have reſolution to do it; therefore, by way 
of conſolation for my Ines I will write as I 
have opportunity ; at preſent, I muſt take my. 
leave. The whole family join, in moſt affec- 
tionate reſpects, with the Colonel, and 1 
faithfully lincere | | 


"hot Mzpwar. 


' 
| 
ö 


4 
1 
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| the | Right B Hom. the Bar! of BROMFIELD 7 bis 


Cas the Duke 1 MonTAGUE. 


Belville-park. 


1 N nee with the promiſe I made your 
Grace, at parting, I take up my pen to inform 
you, the health of Miſs Belville is now intirely 
reſtored ; would I could, fay her mind was as 
much at eaſe ! but, alas! the wounds of that 


permit her feelings to expreſs , themſelves in 

words: ſometimes a melancholy gloom ſteals 
over her features, and the unbidden tears dim 
her bright eyes when ſhe contemplates the pic- 
ture of Auguſtus, which is drawn at full length 


in the library; but, in tenderneſs to me, ſhe 


often checks her emotions, and ſmiles away her - 
tender anguiſh ; however, in ſecret, ſhe mourns 
her ſeparated love, ſhe ſeldom expreſſes the ſor- 
row that invades her heart, even to thoſe that 


live with her, and a common gueſt would hardly 


believe ſhe was unhappy ; by this command over 


* the family eaſy ; not a. 


perſon 


— 


will never be cured ! happineſs is fled for ever 
from her; in the tomb of Grenville, every joy 
lies r yet never does the lovely ſufferer 


Fo 
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perſon in it but idolizes her z nay, not her own 
family, alone, but the whole village, and miles 
about it, regard her as their ſovereign good ; 


never did any woman, ſo * obtain a repu- 
tation like hers. * 8 


With the moſt acute 8 I 3 this 
_—_ I looked on myſelf as the man who had 
_— broke the peace af this angelic girl ; op- 
with that idea, I hardly dared to venture 
hither ; but, when I came, the manner ſhe re- 


ceived me, and her behaviour ſince, has ſtilled 


the tumult of my ſoul; and I now, again, hope 
to paſs my days in tranquillity ; ; though a ſtranger _ . 
to happineſs, the latter I can never regain; my 
charming Adeline ftrives to perſuade me I may; 


but I have that within which tells me it cannot 


be. 


By chance, the other morning, looking over 
ſome papers of my father's, I found a letter from 
Mr, Frankley, who was tutor to us at the uni» 


_ verſity, This letter juſtly delineated the cha» | 
racters of my brother and myſelf; I read it till I 


could no longer combat my feelings, but flung 
it on the table, and walked into the Park ; ſoon 
recollecting J had left it open, I haſtily returned ; 
and, on entering the room, perceived Miſs Bel- | 
ville peruſing the letter; the tears of anguiſh fell, 
in large drops, upon her trembling. hands ; her | 
r frame ſeemed ſhook with agony, 1 
om 
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from her boſom, burſt ſuch moving ſighs, ag 
would have melted inhumanity to pity. Your 
Grace will better conceive, than I deſcribe, the 
ſenſations that agitated my breaſt, at this ſight ; 
I flew to her with eagerneſs, and, on my knees, 
intreated ſhe would read no more. She — 9 
ſurprized at ſeeing me, as ſhe had been mtirely 
engroſſed; and, folding the letter, ſhe laid it 6n 
the table, and, extending her hand, begged 1 
would riſe; I did fo, but was unable to ſpeak. 

When ſhe had a little recovered herſelf, ſhe ad- . 
dreſſed me as follows: How blameable is it of 
us to mourn the death of ſuch a man as Gren- 
ville! he was not fit for this world. He was too 
good for me ;” ſhe pauſed and wiped her eyes, 
then proceeded : the more I know of his match- 
leſs character, the more am I reconciled to his 
loſs ; be you fo too, my dear Lord Bromfield, 

ceafe to afflict yourſelf, it cannot benefit him; if 
any thing has been wrong, you have LUST, for 

it; ftrive to be as compoſed as I am; when] 
g Jock back on the whole tenor of his . I know 
him to be'a gueſt fit for the high manſion he now 
inhabits ; and though the natural weakneſs and 

ſoftneſs of my ſex ſometimes betrays me into 
tears, yet my reaſon condemns hn, and tells me 

h 1.40 wrong,” "Ye 2 
Though 1 pen / words, 1 camot give you, 
5 We lg ſmalleſf 55 of her manner; 


91 1 you 


\ 
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vou once beheld her behaviour, on a fumilar 604 
caſion,-when we met her ſo ſuddenly at the play; 


the ſame tenderneſs, the ſame generoſity, now 


animated her beautiful countenance. A thouſand 
' other inſtances I could recount; that would raiſe 
your preſent admiration, of this lady, to adora- 


tion; but I wiſh not to add to your regret for her 


loſs. As you are ſo very anxious about her, I 


will write ſometimes ; but I muſt now take my 
leave, after begging my beſt reſpects, through 


. your medium, may be made acceptable to yout 
mother : and believe me, your Grace's 
moſt devoted, 


 BROMFIELD- 


